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1. Summary  

 
1.1 Members are asked to note this report as background to reviewing, with invited experts, the 

progress of developing more effective arrangements for co-ordinating strategic policy and 
infrastructure investment across London and the Wider South East of England. 

 
 
2. Recommendation  
 

2.1 That the Committee note this report as background to discussing with invited experts the 
progress of developing more effective arrangements for co-ordinating strategic policy and 
infrastructure investment across London and the wider South East of England. 

 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 On 11 February 2016 the Planning Committee agreed to use this meeting to review the progress on 

developing more effective arrangements for co-ordinating strategic policy and infrastructure 

investment across London and the wider South East of England. 

 

 Context 

3.2 London has more than 8.5 million residents and accounts for nearly a quarter of national output but 

it is part of a region that is home to 23 million people that generates almost half the country’s 

economic output.  Nearly one million people from this region commute into London every day. 

 

3.3 This is a rapidly growing and developing region.  In the period to 2036 the city-region (London and 

the Rest of the South East - ROSE) is likely to see a 20 per cent growth in population (with at 27 per 

cent growth in households) with 17 per cent more jobs.  

 

3.4 Until now, London Plan policy has sought to contain London’s growth within its own boundaries.  

However, the Inspector’s report on the Further Alterations to the London Plan (November 2014) 

warned this strategy may no longer be sufficient to deliver the homes London needs. 

 



        

3.5 The report recommended the Mayor needed to “explore options beyond the existing philosophy of 

the Plan” (i.e. policy 1.1) and “in the absence of a wider regional strategy to assess the options for 

growth and to plan and co-ordinate that growth, [to] include engaging local planning authorities 

beyond the GLA’s boundaries in discussions regarding the evolution of our capital city”.1  

 

Duty to co-operate 

3.6 Regional Spatial Strategies were introduced in 2004. They were expected to (among other 

objectives):  

 Establish a ‘spatial’ vision and strategy - for example, identifying in general terms areas for 

development for a period of about 20 years ahead; 

 Address regional issues that may cross local authority boundaries; 

 Outline housing figures for local authorities in their local development frameworks; 

 Produce a regional Transport Strategy as part of the wider spatial strategy; and, 

 Outline key priorities for investment, particularly in infrastructure, and identify delivery 

mechanisms, in order to support development 

 

3.7 Regional Spatial Strategies were abolished in 2010.  They were replaced by the ‘duty to co-operate’ 

 

3.8 London Plan Policy 2.2 sets out the Mayor’s approach to working with authorities across the wider 

South East of England.  There are 156 local authorities in this region.  Under the Localism Act 2011 

the Mayor must also address the ‘duty to co-operate’ to ensure important strategic issues such as 

housing delivery and economic growth are planned effectively. 

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

Review of co-ordination arrangements 

4.1  In March 2015 the Mayor hosted a ‘Wider South East Summit’ to initiate discussions on more 
effective arrangements for co-ordinating strategic planning policy and infrastructure investment 
across the wider region. 

 
4.2 A second summit, scheduled for December 2015, sought to agree a way forward on political 

dialogue following a series of roundtable meetings, allowing councils from the South East and East 
of England to help shape London’s future plans. 

 
4.3 To support this dialogue the Outer London Commission published a draft report in November 2015 

that set out a number of key policy areas on which co-operation was needed, alongside draft 
conclusions and recommendations on how to proceed.  An Interim report is expected in March 2016. 

 

Issues for discussion 

4.4 This meeting presents Members with the opportunity to discuss: 

 What policy areas need co-operation in terms of planning for growth in London/ROSE? 

 What is the scale of the challenge in terms of accommodating and co-ordinating growth? 
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 What models for delivery offer optimism that sufficient housing and supporting infrastructure 

can be delivered? 

 What models have been used in the past? 

 Does London and the ROSE need more than a duty to co-operate to deliver as a region? 

 How should the next version of the London Plan reflect these challenges? 

 
 Invited guests 

4.5 The following experts have been invited to the meeting to discuss those issues set out above: 

 Heather Bolton, Director, South East England Councils; 

 William McKee, CBE, Chair of the Outer London Commission;  

 Jorn Peters, Senior Strategic Planner, London Plan, GLA; and 

 Martin Simmons, Planning Consultant. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 

 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications to the GLA arising from this report. 
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