
    

  

     

 

 

 
  

     
 

Our Ref: MGLA020115-5772  
 

18 February 2015 
 
Dear   
 
I write further to our letter of the 30th January 2015 in relation to your request for the following 
information: 

- Any correspondence between the Greater London Authority and Wandle housing 

association between 1 June 2013 and 24 December 2014 relating to rules around the 

pre-sale valuation of shared ownership properties. 

- Any correspondence between the Greater London Authority and Wandle housing 

association between 1 June 2013 and 24 December 2014 relating to the sale of 

shared ownership properties at the Streatham Hub development in South London. 

 
As discussed in our previous letter, your request has been handled under the Environmental 
Information Regulations and we can today provide you with our response to your request.  

We can confirm that the GLA holds information that is in-scope of your request and that with 
the exception of making some minor redactions to withhold personally identifiable information 
relating to individual correspondents, this correspondence can be released to you in full.   

We have however decided to withhold documents attached to an email of the 28th May 2014 
under the exception provisions of regulation 12(5)(e) of the EIR.  I have included and 
explanation of this decision in the annex to this letter, but this regulation provides that a public 
authority may refuse to disclose information to the extent that its disclosure would adversely 
affect the confidentiality of commercial or industrial information where such confidentiality is 
provided by law to protect a legitimate economic interest. 

I hope that you find this information of interest.  If you have any further questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me, quoting the reference at the top of this letter.  

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

 

Ian Lister 

Information Governance Manager 

 
If you are unhappy with the way the GLA has handled your request, you may complain using the 
GLA’s FOI complaints and internal review procedure, available at: 
http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor-assembly/gla/governing-organisation/freedom-
information.  
  







 
 

 

increase diligence and working to protect the public purse.   

Considerations favouring non-disclosure 

There is of course an inbuilt public interest in maintaining commercial confidences.  As discussed 
in the aforementioned Information Tribunal decision (EA/2013/0162), the courts have 
recognised the enduring strength of the public interest in maintain the confidentially of 
negotiations and bidding that take place in relation to public/private sector partnerships.   

It is not in the public interest to cause economic harm to organisation operating in a competitive 
environment. 

The best interests of the public are met by the GLA being able to foster relationships of trust 
with its partners, through which the sharing of confidential, sensitive financial information can 
be shared to support the development of sites such as the Streatham Hub. 

Publishing sensitive financial information shared with the GLA under an expectation of 
confidentiality would deter these partners from sharing similar information with GLA in the 
future, particularly if they felt that the GLA would not treat information that could harm their 
economic interests with due care.  This would ultimately hinder the ability of the GLA to deliver 
its stated objectives for London. 

As noted in the same Information Tribunal decision: 

Once you use private sector profit making organisations in order to help fund 
regeneration and to deliver infrastructure, social housing and other public goods, then 
inevitably considerations of commercial confidentiality and the need to avoid harm to 
commercial interests must be given full weight when assessing the public interests for and 
against disclosure 

Disclosure of the information would serve to prejudice relations between the GLA with Wandle in 
a situation where those relationships exist to serve the best interest of the public.  

 

 

 

 




