
 
(By email) 

Our Ref: MGLA040119-2357 

1 February 2019 

Dear  

Thank you for your request for information which the GLA received on 4 January 2019, 
following up on your previous request for information relating to hotels used by the Mayor and 
his team on overseas visits. Your request has been dealt with under the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000.  

You requested: 

A copy of the itemised hotel room bills for: 

Sheraton Grand Chicago 
Gild Hall Hotel (New York) 
Sunstar Alpine Hotel (Davos) 
Thon Hotel EU (Brussels) 
Novotel Paris Les Halles 
Taj Mahal Palace and Tower (India) 
Lalit New Delhi (India) 
Hyatt Amritsar (India) 
Cosmos Hotel Berlin Mitte 
Hotel Du Rond Point Des Champs Elysees Paris 

I can confirm that the GLA does hold information within the scope of your request. We hold 
copies of itemised bills for:  

• Sheraton Grand Hotel Chicago (September 2016)

• Gild Hall Hotel New York (September 2016)

• Thon Hotel EU Brussels (March 2017)

• Taj Mahal Palace and Tower Mumbai (December 2017)

• Lalit New Delhi (December 2017)

• Hotel du Rond Point Des Champs Elysees Paris (November 2018).

We have information relating to the final costs but we do not hold itemised bills for: 

• Sunstar Alpine Hotel Davos (January 2017)

• Novotel Paris Les Halles (March 2017)

• Hyatt Amritsar (December 2017)

• Cosmos Hotel Berlin Mitte (November 2018).

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/mgla301118-9627_-_foi_response_redacted.pdf


Please find attached the information we hold within the scope of your request. 

• The GLA organises group bookings for the Mayor of London and any other people who
accompany him on visits.  If there are any delegates from outside the GLA, they are re-
charged so that the GLA does not cover their costs.

In the attached itemised bills for the Taj Mahal Palace and Tower Mumbai, and the Hotel 
Du Rond Point Des Champs Elysees Paris, 7 and 6 journalists accompanied the Mayoral 
delegation respectively. The costs incurred were subsequently recharged to the 
journalists’ organisations. 

• All costs charged to the staff’s individual rooms shown in the itemised bills comply with
the GLA’s expenses and benefits framework. These include:

Taj Mahal Palace and Tower Mumbai 
o 03 December 2017, dinner - Sadiq Khan
o 03 December 2017, dinner for 4 officers - GLA officer
o 03 December 2017, dinner for 2 officers - Dominic Hurley
o 03 December 2017, refreshments – meeting with various external organisations -

Dominic Hurley

The Lalit Delhi 
o 04 December 2017, dinner for 5 officers - GLA officer
o 05 December 2017, refreshments – meeting with British High Commission

officials - hotel incorrectly assigned costs to room of Leah Kreitzman instead of
the lead officer

o 05 December 2017, dinner - GLA officer

• We have redacted personal data (names, email addresses, phone numbers and any
personal costs not borne by the GLA). This information is exempt from disclosure under
s.40 (Personal information) of the Freedom of Information Act. This information
constitutes personal data which is defined by Article 4(1) of the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) to mean any information relating to an identified or identifiable 
living individual. It is considered that disclosure of this information would contravene the 
first data protection principle under Article 5(1) of GDPR which states that Personal data 
must be processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent manner in relation to the data 
subject. We have not redacted the names of senior staff or politicians. 

• We have also redacted credit card numbers. This information being withheld under
section 43 (2) (Commercial interests) of the FOIA. Section 43(2) provides that
information can be withheld from release if its release would, or would be likely to,
prejudice the commercial interests of any person, including those of the GLA. The
release of credit card numbers would increase the risk of someone being able to
fraudulently use GLA funds. The GLA recognises the legitimate public interest in the
release of information relating to the use of public money. The right to know must be
balanced against the need to responsibly handle financial information and protect public
funds. In balancing the public interest in disclosure, we consider the greater good or
benefit to the community as a whole lies in maintaining the exemption.

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/expenses-benefits-framework-v1.1-oct-18-final.pdf


If you wish to request other costs information or if you have any further questions relating to 
this matter, please contact me, quoting the reference MGLA040119-2357. 

Yours sincerely 

Ruth Phillips 
Information Governance Officer 

If you are unhappy with the way the GLA has handled your request, you may complain using the 
GLA’s FOI complaints and internal review procedure, available at: 
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/governance-and-spending/sharing-our-
information/freedom-information  

https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/governance-and-spending/sharing-our-information/freedom-information
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/governance-and-spending/sharing-our-information/freedom-information
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