GREATERLONDONAUTHORITY

REQUEST FOR ASSISTANT DIRECTOR DECISION - ADD2149

Executive Summary:

There are currently 49 wharves safeguarded along the Thames in London. They are safeguarded by a
direction issued by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government. This means they cannot
be released from their use as a wharf unless the Mayor of London is consulted and approves the planning
permission to release the wharf.

Advice from a QC has confirmed that any attempt to change the network needs to be underpinned by a
Strategic Environmental Assessment. This ADD is requesting expenditure of up to £40,000 to procure
external consultants to undertake this exercise. The Mayor will then consider any representations received
before submitting his final list of recommendations to the Secretary of State, who will then make the
decision on those wharves to be safeguarded.

Decision:
That the Assistant Director of Planning approves:

1. Expenditure of up to £40,000 to procure by competitive tender external consultants to undertake a
Strategic Environmental Assessment of the network of safeguarded wharves.

AUTHORISING ASSISTANT DIRECTOR/HEAD OF UNIT:

| have reviewed the request and am satisfied it is correct and consistent with the Mayor’s plans and
priorities.

It has my approval,

Name: Juliemma Mcloughlin Position: Assistant Director of Planning

Signature:

Date: 22 - % 2\
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 PART 1_'— NON- comemt—:mmt FACTS AND ADVICE e L
DECISIOI'I requlred supportlng report C

1. !ntroductlon ar:d background e s P
1.1 There are currently 49 wharves safeguarded afong the Thames in London They are safeguarded by a'
dlrection issued hy the Secretary of State for Communities and: Local Government. This means they
" cannot be reieased from their use as a wharf un!ess the Mayor of London is consulted and approves' '
L the plannmg permlssmn to release tha Wharf SR

- update the network.. The Mayor attempted to update the network in 2013 but the Secretary of State -
. for Communities and Local Government refused to endorse the changes to the network as it was not =~~~
----‘supported bya Strateglc Environmental Assessment (SEA). Adwce from a QC has confsrmed thatany - -
~ “attempt to update the network needs to be underplnned by a SEA. The SEA needs to be undertaken -
- by external consultants to give the SEA a level of: robustness’ that the Secretary of State WI|| be’._
- seeking Approval is sought to approach externai consuitanmes to undertake the SEA ' o

' 1 ‘_2_2"_--".The wharf network was Iast successfulfy rewewed in: 2005 Ofﬁcers have undertaken a review to'-_:_'--".

L 1 3 Once the rev:ew has a supportrng SEA it wd! he subject to 3 3 month publsc consultation The Mayor_'
e 'v_\_rlll then cons;der any representatrons recelved before submlttsng hls flnal Itst of recommendatlons;_;

2. Objectives and expected outcomes : _
Ciltis envnsaged that the consultants will produce a Strateglc Envzronmental Assessrnent to support th

Mayor’s review of the safeguarded wharves network_ It is expected that the study will: be robust as |t': ;
' w:if-need to stand""up.to scrutlny by the Secretary of State : :

--'_Equ'a!sty comments
Ensuring: the network of wharves is up to date should help:the Mayor deliver on his ambitions t
.'|mprove air qualrty by promotrng the m_ove__ment of frelght by the river.. Improvmg alr quahty wsli hel'

4. --._'.The contract W|II be managed in Ierae wth standard GLA- rrsk-'management procedures lf the work rs"f-*:
Lonot commrssloned it is likely that the safeguarded wharves review will not be accepted by the Secretary B
of State. If the netwark is nat reviewed, residential developers are more likely to try and seek = -
permlssron for the redeveloprnent of wharves Ieadlng to their Ioss, frustratlng Mayoral ambltlons toi_'.'-"-'-'-
: make more use of the river for frerght e it

i b) Irnks to Moyorol strotegres ond pnontres S

R :;__'.__4-.2_ _.'.'_j{_-Thrs study wsll heEp defend the Mayors approach on.a specﬁhc Iand use whrch w:II mform the{ R
.. implementation and review of the London Plan. It will support the Mayor's. Env:ronmental Strategy,
. Mayor’s Transport Strategy as well as the London Plan. It will provide evidence to London boroughs =
" on land to be retained in wharf use in the preparation of local p!ans and in partnershlp work;ng W|th-;, e
S '-f'f.__the GLA in developlng Opportumty Area Plannrng Frameworks s : . '

) rmpoct ossessments ono’ consultotrons



43  The work the consultants will do will be guided by the brief (attached below) and GLA officers from
the Planning Team.

5. Financial comments

5.1  Approval is being sought for expenditure of up to £40,000 to appoint consultants to undertake a
Strategic Environmental Assessment, to review the safequarding of the wharves network. The cost
will be funded from the 2017-18 London Plan Programme budget.

5.2 As this work relates to consultancy contract, officers have to ensure that the requirements of the
Authority’s Contract & Funding Code are adhered to and that the requirements relating to consultancy
services within the Authority’s Financial Regulations and Expenses & Benefits Framework are adhered
to. Any changes to this proposal, including budgetary implications, will be subject to further approval
via the Authority’s decision-making process.

6. Planned delivery approach and next steps

Activity Timeline
Procurement of contract September 17
Delivery Start Date September 17
Main milestones ~ interim Report November ‘17
Main milestones ~ Final Report December 17
Final evaluation start and finish January ‘18
Delivery End Date January ‘18
Project Closure; February 18

Appendices and supporting papers:

Annex T - Consultant’s brief
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Pubhc access to mformatlon L e i s
| Information in this form (Part. 't) i .subject to the Fraedom of lnformat; ‘Act 2000 (FOI'Act) and Will_bé E
'made avallable on the GLA webstte WEthI[‘I une worklng day of approval e SRR e

o ;_If mmedtate pub[:catlo_ .rlsks compro_m_ismgzthe_ mplementatlon of the_dec_lsmn (f_or example to compEete

_-Z_OR|G|NATING GFFICER QECLARATION
| Drafting ofﬂcer o

Peter Heath has drafted thls_report in accordance W|th GLA procedures and confrrms thai the Flnance team e
i ;'_has commented on' thls prnposal as reqwred and thls decnsmn reﬂects thelr comments i

S report

" HEAD op FINANCE AND GOVERNANCE

K con.flrrn that fmancual and iegal |mpi|cat;ons have beeﬂ appropﬂately conszdered |n the preparatlon of thls
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