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REQUEST FOR MAYORAL DECISION — MD2176

Title: Royal Docks - Design & Engineering UTC land disposal

Executive Summary:

Approval is sought to dispose of four acres of land in the east of the Royal Albert Dock to the Secretary
of State for Communities and Local Government to enable the development of this land for educational
uses.

It is proposed that GLA Land and Property (GLAP) enters a sale and option agreement with the Secretary
of State, which will enable the department to draw down long leases in three phases, subject to meeting a
number of conditions precedent.

The sale of this land to the University of East London (UEL) was previously authorised under Mayoral
Decision 1591, however UEL decided not to complete the purchase. Except for some minor variations, the
sale to the Secretary of State follows the same terms as previously agreed with UEL.

Decision:

The Mayor approves GLA Land and Property Ltd entering into a set of sale and option agreements with
the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government materially on the terms set out in this
paper.

Mayor of London

I confirm that I do not have any disclosable pecuniary interests in the proposed decision, and take the
decision in compliance with the Code of Conduct for elected Members of the Authority.
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PART I - NON-CONFIDENTIAL FAGS AND ADVICE TO THE MAYOR

Decision required — supporting report

1. Introduction and background

1.1 In January 2016 Mayoral Decision 1591 approved the sale of a four acre site to the University of
East London (UEL), via a series of optional sale agreements. The purpose of the sale was to facilitate
the delivery of a new Design & Engineering University Technical College (UTC) on 50 per cent of the
site, with the remainder being divided into Plots 2 & 3. The long leases for these plots could be
drawn down by the University for other educational uses once planning had been achieved.

1.2 It was agreed that UEL would draw down Plot], install a new road for access and then sublet the
site to the UTC under a long lease. Plots 2 & 3 were meant to serve as future expansion space for
the University.

1.3 A short-term lease has been granted to UEL and sublet to the UTC to accommodate the provision of
temporary school facilities. Due to project delays, this has recently been expanded to accommodate
a second year’s intake of students and now has circa 400 students.

1.4 Planning permission has now been secured for the permanent UTC, but further consents would be
required to build on Plots 2 & 3.

1.5 Prior to the option agreements being completed, UEL and the Education & Skills Funding Authority
(ESFA) approached the GLA and proposed that the ESFA (who are funding the UTC) would be best
placed to deliver the project and it was requested that the Secretary of State for Communities and
Local Government (DCLG) step into the purchase of the sites (acting on behalf of the ESFA).

1.6 The ESFA have agreed that DCLG will enter the deal on the same terms as those previously agreed
by UEL. On this basis, it is recommended that GLAP enters into the sale agreements with the
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government (DCLG), who would enter into the
agreements on behalf of the ESFA.

1.7 UEL continues to support the school and feedback received from the ESFA indicates that the UTC it
is popular and over-subscribed.

Sale structure

1.8 The sale structure follows that set out within MD 1591, however as planning permission has now
been granted the sale agreements will be modified to reflect this change.

1.9 The site has been divided into three plots (see Appendix 1 for a Site Plan and Appendix 2 for the
Plot Plan), GLAP will enter into option agreements on Plots 1, Plot 2 and Plots 3 with DCLG,
allowing drawdown (sale) of the Plots once certain conditions have been met proving development
will occur.

1.10 The new UTC and access road will then be constructed on Plot] by the ESFA’s contractor.

1.11 The full terms of the sale are set out in Part 2.
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2. Objectives and expected outcomes

2.1 The objectives and outcomes remain the same as those set out within MD 1591. The sale of land to
the ESFA will facilitate the construction of a new UTC. The Design and Engineering University
Technical College (UTC) in partnership with the Department for Education (DfE), Thames Water and
Costain which will provide up to 750 places for 14-19 year olds. Students will specialise in
engineering, construction, art, design and applied science.

2.2 If drawn down, the future development plots will be used for other educational uses.

3. Equality comments

3.1 Consideration has been given as to how the proposed disposal relates to the public sector equality
duty and the potential impacts of this decision.

3.2 No negative impacts have been identified by the proposed sale. The UTC Equality and Diversity
Policy identifies the need to eliminate discrimination and be fully inclusive. The policy can be viewed
here:
https://www.ldeutc.co.uk/downloads/content/LDE%2OUTC%2oEquality%20&%2oDiversity%2OPo
licy%20-%2OMay%20201 6.pdf

4. Other considerations

4.1 Please see Part 2 for identified risks.

5. Financial comments

5.1 The disposal of four acres of land at Royal Albert Docks was approved in MD1 591. This Decision is
seeking approval for disposal of the sites to Secretary of State for Communities and Local
Government. The sites will be disposed with the same conditions as set-out in MD] 591.

6. Legal comments

6.1 Section 30 of the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (as amended) (GLA Act) gives the Mayor a
general power to do anything which he considers will further one or more of the principal purposes
of the GLA as set out in section 30(2) which are:

i. Promoting economic development and wealth creation in Greater London;
ii. Promoting social development in Greater London; and
iii. Promoting the improvement of the environment in Greater London

and, in formulating the proposals in respect of which a decision is sought, officers confirm they
have complied with the GLA’s related statutory duties to:

• pay due regard to the principle that there should be equality of opportunity for all people;
• consider how the proposals will promote the improvement of health of persons in Greater London,

promote the reduction of health inequalities between persons living in Greater London, contribute
towards the achievement of sustainable development in the United Kingdom and contribute towards
the mitigation of or adaptation to climate change in the United Kingdom; and

• consult with appropriate bodies.
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6.2 Sections 1-3 of this report indicate that the decision requested of the Mayor is within the GLA’s
statutory powers.

7. Planned delivery approach and next steps

Activity Timeline
Enter Sale & Option Agreements October2017
Draw down of leases for development October 2017 - 2023

Appendices and supporting papers:

Appendix 1. — Location Plan
Appendix 2. - Plot plan
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, RESOURCES:
I confirm that financial and legal implications have been appropriately considered in the preparation of this
report.
Signature Date 9 /0. ,‘>

CHIEF OF STAFF:
I am satisfied that this is an appropriate request to be submitted to the Mayor

Signature (9 ,((c.._ Date ft /io /1017

Public access to information
Information in this form (Part 1) is subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOl Act) and will be
made available on the GLA website within one working day of approval.

If immediate publication risks compromising the implementation of the decision (for example, to complete
a procurement process), it can be deferred until a specific date. Deferral periods should be kept to the
shortest length strictly necessary. Note: This form (Part 1) will either be published within one working day
rovalonthedeferdate.
Part 1 Deferral:
Is the publication of Part 1 of this approval to be deferred? NO
If YES, for what reason:

Until what date: (a date is required if deferring)

Part 2 Confidentiality: Only the facts or advice considered to be exempt from disclosure under the FOl
Act should be in the separate Part 2 form, together with the legal rationale for non-publication.

Is there a part 2 form — YES

ORIGINATING OFFICER DECLARATION: Drafting officer to
confirm the

following (“)
Drafting officer:
MichaeJ Payton has drafted this report in accordance with CLA procedures and V
confirms the following:
Sponsoring Director:
DavktLunts has reviewed the request and is satisfied it is correct and consistent with V
the Mayor’s plans and priorities.
Mayoral Adviser:
James_Murray has been consulted about the proposal and agrees the V
recommendations.
Advice:
The Finance and Legal teams have commented on this proposal. V

Corporate Investment Board
This decision was agreed by the Corporate Investment Board on 9 October 2017.
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