
    
  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    
 

 
Our Ref: MGLA190117-0016     

 
6 February 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear  
 
Thank you for your further request for information which the GLA received on 19 January 2017. 
Your request has been dealt with under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
 
Our response to your request is as follows:  
 

Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations 
2004, please provide copies of all written communications and notes of meetings 
between the applicant / agent for the proposed “Alpha Square” redevelopment (50 
Marsh Wall, 63-69 & 68-70 Manilla Street) on the Isle of Dogs and (a) the former Mayor 
of London, Boris Johnson, (b) his former Deputy Mayor for Policy & Planning, Sir Edward 
Lister, (c) the former Deputy Mayor for Housing & Land, Richard Blakeway, and (d) the 
GLA’s Assistant Director, Strategic Projects & Property between 1st January 2016 and 4th 
May 2016? 

 
Please find attached. Please note that we performed a search of the email account of the 
Assistant Director for Planning in addition to the GLA’s Assistant Director, Strategic Projects & 
Property as this is a planning rather than land issue.  
 
If you have any further questions relating to this matter, please contact me, quoting the 
reference at the top of this letter.  
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
Paul Robinson 
Information Governance Officer  
 

 



If you are unhappy with the way the GLA has handled your request, you may complain using the 
GLA’s FOI complaints and internal review procedure, available at: 
https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/governance-and-spending/sharing-our-
information/freedom-information  
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Paul Robinson

From: John Connolly >
Sent: 17 February 2016 15:45
To: Sarah Considine; Stewart Murray
Cc: Edward Lister; Chris Hoong; Bunnie Lai
Subject: Alpha Square, South Quay - Planning Application
Attachments: 002 Strategic Development Commitee Members briefing brochure.pdf

Stewart, 

As discussed we are up to committee on Thursday evening with a planning officers recommendation for 
refusal. As you know we have drummed up quite a lot of political support which provides us with a chance 
on the night although slim. 

Please find enclosed the leaflet we have presented to the committee members so they have a rounded 
understanding of the scheme. 

Lets see what happens on Thursday and we can commit to providing you all the resources required if the 
outcome is unfortunately as expected. 

Kind Regards 
John  
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Paul Robinson

From: Stewart Murray
Sent: 03 March 2016 11:04
To:
Subject: Re: 50 Marsh Wall - Stage II Referral

We will target the first available Mayor's Planning meeting John, providing LBTH has sent through all the required 
referral information to trigger the statutory 14 days. 

We will keep you posted. 

Regards 

Stewart 

Stewart Murray 
Assistant Director ‐ Planning, DEE 
Greater London Authority 

From: John Connolly [mailto ] 
Sent: Thursday, March 03, 2016 10:57 AM 
To: Stewart Murray  
Subject: Re: 50 Marsh Wall - Stage II Referral  

Thanks Stewart. Do you think we will be ok for next Thursday? 

Regards 
John 

Sent from my iPhone 

On 2 Mar 2016, at 18:13, Stewart Murray  > wrote: 

Yes, the council called this afternoon John. 

Stage 2 arrives tomorrow with 14 days triggered if paperwork all in order. We will report to the 
Mayor at the earliest available meeting. 

Regards 

Stewart 

Stewart Murray 
Assistant Director ‐ Planning, DEE 
Greater London Authority 

From: John Connolly [mailto ]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2016 05:48 PM 
To: Stewart Murray; Nick Ray  
Subject: Fwd: 50 Marsh Wall - Stage II Referral  

Stewart/Nick 
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See email below. Eventually!! 

Let me know if you need anything 

Regards 
John 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Jermaine Thomas  > 
Date: 2 March 2016 at 17:22:38 GMT 
To: 'John Connolly'  '" 

 
Subject: 50 Marsh Wall ‐ Stage II Referral  

John and Richard, 

RE: PA/15/02671 

I am writing to advise that I have sent the stage II referral to the GLA. 

I entrust this information will prove useful. 

Kind Regards, 

Jermaine Thomas 

JERMAINE THOMAS 

Principal Planning Officer  

East Area Team 

Development Management 

LB TOWER HAMLETS

Mulberry Place

5 Clove Crescent

London E14 2BG



1

Paul Robinson

From: Stewart Murray
Sent: 15 April 2016 10:07
To: 'John Connolly'
Cc: Richard Pearce; Nick Ray; Justin Carr; Colin Wilson; steensmedegaard@tfl.gov.uk
Subject: RE: 50 Marsh Wall/Alpha Square  ref:PA/15/02671 - call-in by The Mayor of London 

Thanks John 

All noted and we will be in touch, with reference to our legal team. 
We are still on for the Hearing 27th April. 

Stewart 

Stewart Murray, Assistant Director – Planning 
Development, Enterprise & Environment, Greater London Authority 
City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, More London, London SE1 2AA Tel:   (office) Mobile:  (blackberry) Email: 

Web: www.london.gov.uk; 

From: John Connolly [mailto: ]  
Sent: 15 April 2016 10:03 
To: Stewart Murray; Nick Ray 
Cc: Richard Pearce 
Subject: FW: 50 Marsh Wall/Alpha Square ref:PA/15/02671 - call-in by The Mayor of London 

Stewart, 
Thanks for the chat. Below is the email we received yesterday from Tower Hamlets. I am going to discuss this with 
John Biggs next week about the principle but if there is anything you need from us please let me know. 

Regards 
John  

From: Gillian Dawson [mailto   
Sent: 14 April 2016 17:42 
To: Richard Pearce   
Cc: John Connolly   
Subject: 50 Marsh Wall/Alpha Square ref:PA/15/02671 ‐ call‐in by The Mayor of London  

Dear Mr Pearce 

We refer to the above planning application which, as you are aware, has been called‐in by The Mayor of London for 
his determination. 

The London Borough of Tower Hamlets (the “Council”) intends to lodge an application to seek permission to 
challenge by way of judicial review The Mayor of London’s decision to call in the application. The Council will be 
naming both Drakar Limited and the Far East Consortium International Limited as interested parties. 

For the purposes of service of copies of the Notice of Claim on each of the  above two named companies, please 
could you confirm the UK address for service (for each company) at which you would be prepared to accept service 
of the Claim form. 

I look forward to hearing from you today if possible. 

Yours sincerely 
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Gillian Dawson 
Team Leader - Planning 

Tower Hamlets - Legal Services 

Town Hall |Mulberry Place | 5 Clove Crescent |  London E14 2BG | DX: 42656 Isle Of Dogs

 Phone:  
    Fax: 
 E-mail:     

 Website: www.towerhamlets.gov.uk 



I sympathise with you and David on this and you know we will do what we can to get clarity 
into the situation. 

Ed 

Sent with Good (www.good.com) 

-----Original Message----- 
From: John Connolly  
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2016 08:35 AM GMT Standard Time 
To: Edward Lister 
Cc: Stewart Murray; Sarah Considine; Euan Mills; Andrea Kechiche 
Subject: Re: Alpha Square, South Quay 
No problem Ed. yes it would be great to get your input as Tower Hamlets are currently finalising 
their report which will be issued next week. They are still minded to refuse but have confirmed 
it is 'marginal'. We would just like some certainty either way and as you can appreciate David is 
becoming more frustrated with the process! 

Thanks again and if you require any input from me please let me 

Regards 
John 

Sent from my iPhone 

On 14 Jan 2016, at 08:15, Edward Lister  wrote: 
John 

Thank you for copying me in to your email exchange. We will discuss the situation internally 
and then get back to you. 

Ed 

Sent with Good (www.good.com) 

-----Original Message----- 
From: John Connolly  
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 12:14 PM GMT Standard Time 
To: Stewart Murray 
Cc: Edward Lister; Sarah Considine; Euan Mills 
Subject: Re: Alpha Square, South Quay 
Ok and thanks Stewart. 

Speak in the new year 



John 

Sent from my iPhone 

On 24 Dec 2015, at 11:45, Stewart Murray < > wrote: 
Sure John 

We will also touch base with Tower Hamlets. Odd they are taking this resistant line given your 
positive amendments in the new application. The council are hinting support for much larger 
and controversial developments not far from your site. 

We will brief the Deputy Mayor in the New Year and take it fron there. 

In the meantime, enjoy a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Festive wishes 

Stewart 

Stewart Murray 
Assistant Director - Planning, DEE 
Greater London Authority 

From: John Connolly [mailto  
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2015 10:24 AM 
To: Sarah Considine; Stewart Murray; Edward Lister 
Subject: Alpha Square, South Quay 

All, 

Just to let you know that I have had a chat this morning with Owen Whalley of Tower Hamlets 
and he has confirmed that they are going to write a report refusing our planning application. 
He did say that it is very balanced and he is going to identifying the various benefits of the 
scheme within their presentation but feels he cannot support our proposals. 

In addition, they have cancelled the January committee date which means we will be seen on 
the next available one which is the 18th February 2016. 

Clearly this is not the best news to end the year but maybe we can have a chat in the beginning 
of next to see what we can do as a contingency 

Please call if required but if I don’t speak to you have a lovely Christmas and New Year. 

Kind Regards 
John 

John Connolly 
Head of Development UK 

Far East Consortium International Limited 
26 Grosvenor Gardens, 3rd Floor, 
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