M 0 P A C MAYOR OF LONDON

DMPC Decision — PCD 943

Title: Ministry of Justice Funding for services to victims of crime

Executive Summary:

MOPAC receives an annual grant from the Ministry of Justice for the local commissioning of victim
and witness support services in London. The funding package for 2021/22 includes uplifts to cover
increased demand as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. This decision seeks approval to accept the
grant funding for 2021/22 and sign the grant agreement. The funding confirmed for 2021/22 is
£16,765,943, with a further £2,518,400 committed to domestic abuse and sexual violence provision in
2022/23.

Recommendation:
The Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime is recommended to:

1. Accept the £16,765,943 grant funding from the Ministry of Justice for victim services for
2021/22; and

2. Accept the commitment of £2,518,400 to fund domestic abuse and sexual violence provision in
2022/23; and

3. Delegate authority to the MOPAC Chief Finance Officer to sign the necessary grant agreement
and monitoring returns for this funding.

Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime

| confirm | have considered whether or not | have any personal or prejudicial interest in this matter
and take the proposed decision in compliance with the Code of Conduct. Any such interests are
recorded below.

The above request has my approval.

Date 14/07/2021
a@wl \rd— -

Signature
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PART | - NON-CONFIDENTIAL FACTS AND ADVICE TO THE DMPC

1. Introduction and background

1.1.  Since 2014, responsibility for regional commissioning of victim services was devolved
to Police and Crime Commissioners. The funding to enable this comes from the
Ministry of Justice's Victims Fund and Rape and Sexual Abuse Support Fund.

1.2. This funding is used to pay for core victims services including: the London Victim and
Witness Service; Sexual Assault Referral Centre; Children’s and Young People’s Service;
Empower Young People’s Advocates; and Rape Crisis Centres.

1.3. MOPAC's allocation of The National ISVA and IDVA Fund, Domestic Abuse Support
Uplift and Sexual Violence Uplift will be awarded by way of grant funding to
organisations delivery frontline victim support in London

1.4. For 2021/22, the Ministry of Justice contribution is £16,765,943 (up from £11,998,568
in 2020/21) and breaks down as follows:

1.5. The Ministry of Justice also awarded a further £2,518,400 from the National ISVA and
IDVA Fund, committing to this funding in 2022/23 as confirmed through an Expression
of Interest letter.

Element Amount
Local Victim Support Services (core funding) £9,691,082
CSA Uplift £721,965
ISVA Funding £320,000
Domestic Abuse Support Uplift £1,377,081
Sexual Violence Support Uplift £716,787
Test Area Allocation, including uplift (Rape Support) £1,497,409
Witness Services Pre-Trial Support £488,832
Funding from National ISVA and IDVA Fund £1,952,787
Total 2021/22 Mol grant award £16,765,943
Total 2022/23 Mol grant award
National ISVA and IDVA Fund £2,518,400

2. Issues for consideration

2.1. MOPAC s required to sign an annual grant agreement to accept this funding which set

out the conditions by which this funding is to be spent (including the respective ring-
fenced amounts as above) and the reporting requirements. The grant does not require
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match funding from MOPAC. MOPAC incorporates those requirements in the grant and
contractual agreements for services that are funded from this source.

2.2. The devolved funding for the pre-trial witness support service is incorporated into this
grant. Any further devolution arrangements for victim services would be incorporated
into this grant agreement following the necessary approvals.

2.3.  The reporting requirements for this funding include the submission of mid-year and
end of year performance returns as well signing a statement confirming compliance
with the minimum standards.

2.4. It was recently announced that Mol will be providing an additional £40m national

funding for victim support services next financial year. This funding has been provided

to focus in on areas that have been hit hardest by the pandemic:

e Demand for sexual violence (SV) and domestic abuse (DA) support services has

increased significantly.

e Due to issues with throughput in the criminal justice system, many victims require

greater and longer support through the CJS.

e Small specialist services have found it hard to build capacity and pivot the

infrastructure of their services.

2.5. MOPAC's share of this additional funding is set out in the table at paragraph 1.4. There
are some conditions to note around certain elements of this additional funding:

2.5.1.

2.5.2.

The Domestic Violence Support Uplift and the Sexual Violence Support Uplift
are subject to MOPAC submitting a needs assessment to the Ministry of Justice
which details how we will allocate the funding. Funding should be distributed to
organisations in need across London, including potentially those with whom we
do not have existing commissioning arrangements. MOPAC advertised this
funding opportunity and run an open competitive process, subsequently up to
23 grants will be awarded. This is being led by the VAWG Team in the
Commissioning and Partnerships Directorate

The National ISVA and IDVA Fund has be accessed through a joint EOI process
for ISVAs and IDVAs, outlining requirements and evidence of need. MOPAC has
contacted organisations able to demonstrate they deliver an established and
accredited IDVA/ISVA service to develop a bid to this fund and was successful in
full. Again, this is being led by the VAWG Team.

3. Financial Comments

3.1. This decision requests authority to accept £19,284,343 grant funding from the Ministry
of Justice for the provision of Local Victims Services as set out in paragraph 1.5 above.
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3.2.  Of the total grant award, a sum of £16,765,843 is confirmed for 2021/22 and
£2,518,400 remains indicative for 2022/23.

3.3. Theindicative grant award of £2,518,400 represents Year 2 funding for local ISVA and
IDVA (SV/DA) services and expected to be confirmed within Victims 2022/23 grant
award at a later date. This grant is intended to enable adequate capacity build within
the SV/DA service programme along with new allocation of £1,952,787 noted within
2021/22 Victims Service grant of £16,765,843.

3.4.  MOPAC’s commitment to supporting SV/DA services over a two-year period with a
total grant of £4,471,187 is dependent on MoJ’s assurance that 2022/23 core Victims’
service funding can remain at current levels.

3.5. MOPAC is yet to receive 2021/22 Mol grant agreement, and the assurance on 2022/23
baseline grant. This approval request therefore recognises an element of business risk;
should MOPAC decide to commission services over a two-year period, MoJ funding will
need to be fully confirmed in 2021/22.

3.6. The total grant award including the 2022/23 uplift will tentatively be recognised as
part of Commissioning and Partnerships budget planning to support service

development over the specified timeline once confirmed by Mol.

3.7. Itis noted the grant award will require no match funding from MOPAC.

4, Legal Comments
4.1. Paragraph 4.8 of the MOPAC Scheme of Delegation and Consent provides that the
Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime (DMPC) has delegated authority to approve all

offers of grant funding.

4.2. Paragraph 4.6 of the MOPAC Scheme of Delegation and Consent provides the DMPC
authority to delegate those functions which are reserved for the DMPC.

4.3. These recommendations are in line with the MOPAC Scheme of Delegation and
Consent.

5. Commercial Issues

5.1.  All grants and contracts which utilise this funding will incorporate the relevant terms
from the grant agreement between MOPAC and the Ministry of Justice to ensure
compliance.

6. Public Health Approach

6.1. The VRU will be consulted on services commissioned using this funding to ensure

alignment with VRU activity and wider public health approach to tackling violence in
London.
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7.1.

8.1.

8.2.

GDPR and Data Privacy

MOPAC will adhere to the Data Protection Act (DPA) 2018 and ensure that any
organisations who are commissioned to do work with or on behalf of MOPAC are fully
compliant with the policy and understand their GDPR responsibilities.

Equality Comments

MOPAC is required to comply with the public sector equality duty set out in section
149(1) of the Equality Act 2010. This requires MOPAC to have due regard to the need
to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations
by reference to people with protected characteristics. The protected characteristics
are: age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy
and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex and sexual orientation.

MOPAC will ensure Equalities considerations form part of all work commissioned with
this funding.

Background/supporting papers

N/A
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Public access to information

Information in this form (Part 1) is subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) and will be
made available on the MOPAC website following approval.

If immediate publication risks compromising the implementation of the decision it can be deferred
until a specific date. Deferral periods should be kept to the shortest length strictly necessary.

Part 1 Deferral:

Is the publication of Part 1 of this approval to be deferred? NO
If yes, for what reason:

Until what date: N/A

Part 2 Confidentiality: Only the facts or advice considered as likely to be exempt from disclosure
under the FOIA should be in the separate Part 2 form, together with the legal rationale for non-
publication.

Is there a Part 2 form — NO

ORIGINATING OFFICER DECLARATION Tick to confirm
statement (V')

Financial Advice:

The Strategic Finance and Resource Management Team has been consulted on v
this proposal.
Legal Advice:
Legal advice is not required. v

Equalities Advice:
Equality and diversity issues are covered in the body of the report. v

Public Health Approach
Due diligence has been given to determine whether the programme sits within v
the Violence Reduction Unit’s public approach to reducing violence. This has been
reviewed and supported by a senior manager within the VRU.

Commercial Issues
The Contract Management Team has been consulted on the commercial issues v
within this report. The proposal is in keeping with the GLA Group Responsible
Procurement Policy.

GDPR/Data Privacy
e GDPR compliance issues are covered in the body of the report.
e ADPIAis not required.

Director/Head of Service:
The Head of Policy and Commissioning has reviewed the request and is satisfied it v
is correct and consistent with the MOPAC’s plans and priorities.

Chief Executive Officer

| have been consulted about the proposal and confirm that financial, legal and equalities advice has
been taken into account in the preparation of this report. | am satisfied that this is an appropriate
request to be submitted to the Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime.
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Signature
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Date 24/2/2021
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