
Our Ref: MGLA030226-3406 

21 April 2026 

Thank you for your further correspondence which the Greater London Authority (GLA) received 
on 3 February 2026. 

You have expressed dissatisfaction with the way the GLA has responded to a request for 
information that you have made. I am now responding to you under the GLA’s internal review 
procedure in relation to our response to case. 

Background 

On 6 January 2026, you submitted the following requests for information (GLA ref 
MGLA060126-1380): 

I am writing under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to request information 
regarding the unique event partnership between the Greater London Authority (GLA) 
and Universal Pictures for the London New Year’s Eve Fireworks display held on 31 
December 2025. 
The Mayor’s Office and official press releases identified the inclusion of content from the 
film Wicked: For Good as part of a formal partnership. Specifically, I request the following 
information: 
Financial Value: The total amount of money paid by Universal Pictures (or any 
associated subsidiary/marketing agency) to the GLA or its delivery partners for the 
inclusion of Wicked branding, music, and visuals in the display. 
Contracts and Agreements: A copy of the partnership agreement, memorandum of 
understanding, or contract between the GLA and Universal Pictures regarding this event. 
Creative Control: Any documentation or correspondence detailing the requirements set 
by Universal Pictures for the placement, duration, or nature of the Wicked segment (e.g., 
specific songs like "Defying Gravity" or the recorded message from Cynthia Erivo). 
Procurement/Sponsorship Process: Information on whether this partnership was put 
out to tender or if other film studios/commercial entities were offered similar "event 
partnership" opportunities for the 2025/26 display. 
Cost Offsetting: Confirmation of whether the funds received from this partnership were 
used to reduce the overall cost of the fireworks to the London taxpayer, and if so, by 
what amount. 



The GLA responded to you on 30 January 2026 and provided you with some background 
regarding the funding structure for the New Year’s Eve event, whilst informing you that the 
details of the partnership itself is exempt from disclosure under the exemption for Commercial 
Interests at section 43(2) of the FOIA. 

Your complaint 

With regards to our response, you have submitted the following complaint(s): 

I am dissatisfied with the decision to withhold the financial value, contracts, and creative 
control documentation under Section 43(2) (Commercial Interests). 

I believe the public interest balance in this case clearly favours disclosure, and these 
factors have not been properly considered by the GLA.  

The authority asserts that the public interest would not be met by revealing the 
information, and that it would be detrimental to how sponsorship deals are secured in 
relation to events that you run, and how much could be made in savings to the public 
purse when delivering events.  
It provided no clear evidence or explanation as to why this disclosure might cause such 
prejudice.  

By contrast, there is a clear public interest in regards to transparency and accountability 
of public spending, and in the commercialisation of major public events.  

The NYE fireworks are funded by the GLA budget. The public has a right to know the 
exact amount of taxpayer money used versus the amount contributed by Universal 
Pictures 

While the GLA mentions partnership opportunities are "open to all" on its website, the 
public interest is served by verifying if the Universal Pictures deal represented "best 
value" compared to other potential bidders. There must also be transparency to identify 
if Universal were granted any special terms in the deal that should be subject to proper 
scrutiny.  

The GLA argues that disclosure would harm future negotiations. However, as this was 
described as a "unique event partnership," the commercial terms are specific to this 
instance and would not necessarily prejudice future different sponsorship deals. This 
significantly reduces the prospect of material prejudice. 

Internal review 

The Freedom of Information Act and Environmental Information Regulations give you rights to 
access official information. Internal reviews are handled by the Information Governance team. 
We are responsible for reviewing any decision and the material (if held). 



This internal review is conducted by someone who was not involved in the handling of the 
original request. I will now respond to each point of your request in turn: 

The Freedom of Information Act and Environmental Information Regulations give you rights to 
access official information. Internal reviews are handled by the Information Governance team. 
We are responsible for reviewing any decision and the material (if held). 

For this internal review, the GLA has consulted with the third party to gain their views on 
disclosure. They have agreed to partial disclosure of the information that the GLA holds within 
the scope of your request. Please find attached: 

• Signed contract
• NDA Agreement

Regarding the marketing and financial data contained in the attached documents, the GLA 
maintains its reliance on the exemption at section 43(2) – Commercial interests. Universal’s 
position is that its marketing and financial information is commercially confidential and highly 
sensitive. This information is not published, reported externally, or made publicly available. 
Disclosure could be anti-competitive (for example, by revealing marketing budgets or media 
spend to competitors), place Universal in breach of contract, or otherwise harm its relationships 
with partner filmmakers, companies or clients. 

The payment in question does not involve taxpayer money or any allocation of public funds for 
a marketing campaign. It is a private payment by Universal for an activation with the GLA. It is 
comparable to a media buy, where the rates paid by individual companies are also confidential. 

This position is reflected in ICO Decision Notice FS505755241, which makes clear that 
sponsorship figures cannot always be disclosed, as doing so may reveal commercially sensitive 
information and prejudice an organisation’s ability to negotiate future funding. As the 
Commissioner concluded, while transparency carries public interest value, in circumstances such 
as this it is outweighed by the stronger public interest in protecting commercial interests and 
ensuring the continued effective delivery of cultural services. 

Outcome 

In reviewing your complaint, I consider that the GLA partially upholds your concerns, 
specifically in relation to point four (4). We consulted with Universal Pictures and considered 
their views regarding the disclosure of the information falling within the scope of the FOI 
request. As a result, we are now able to disclose additional information, which is enclosed with 
this response. 

In respect of the remaining issues you raised, your complaint is not upheld. We maintain that 
our reliance on the applicable FOIA exemption – Section 43 (Commercial Interests) – is 
appropriate for the reasons outlined above. While the GLA is committed to transparency and 
accountability as a public body, we must also ensure the protection of commercially sensitive 
information. Disclosure of such information could adversely affect the interests of other 
organisations involved and could also impede the GLA’s ability to engage effectively with 
private sector partners in the future. 

1 fs_50575524.pdf 

https://ico.org.uk/media2/migrated/decision-notices/1560227/fs_50575524.pdf


I trust I have addressed your concerns. However, if you remain dissatisfied you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner at the following address: 

Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5AF 
http://www.ico.org.uk/complaints 

Yours sincerely 

Sylvia Edohasim 
Information Governance Manager 
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