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Police Officer and PCSO numbers Full Time Equivalent (FTE)

Source: Greater London Authority, Police Force Strength | London Datastore, accessed May 2026

Combined MPS Police Officer and PCSO numbers, May 2013 to March 2026

The chart below shows combined officer and Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) numbers reaching a high of 35,731 in April 2023 
before falling to 32,570 by March 2026. 

https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/police-force-strength-e7xoj
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MPS Funding and Officer Levels 

Net Expenditure (£m) (nominal figures) Net Expenditure (£m) (real terms, 2025-26 prices) Average yearly combined officer and PCSO levels

Source: Greater London Authority, The Mayor's budget | London City Hall, accessed June 2026

Source: Greater London Authority, Police Force Strength | London Datastore, accessed May 2026

MPS net expenditure and combined officer and PCSO numbers, 2013-14 to 2025-26

The chart plots MPS net expenditure in both nominal and real terms against combined officer and PCSO numbers from 2013-14 to 2025-
26. 

https://www.london.gov.uk/who-we-are/governance-and-spending/spending-money-wisely/mayors-budget
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/police-force-strength-e7xoj


Source: Greater London Authority, The Mayor's budget | London City Hall, accessed June 2026

MPS net expenditure (nominal and real figures), 2015-16 to 2025-26
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The chart below shows MPS net expenditure from 2015-16 to 2025-26 in both nominal terms and real terms (2025-26 prices).

https://www.london.gov.uk/who-we-are/governance-and-spending/spending-money-wisely/mayors-budget


Source: Home Office, Police funding for England and Wales 2015 to 2026, August 2025. See accompanying Notes for details on figures. 
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Proportion of MPS funding from Precept and Government 2015-2026 (real terms, £ million)

Government funding Precept

Government and precept funding for the MPS, 2015–16 to 2025–26

The chart below shows the proportion and value of total MPS funding provided by central government and the GLA precept in real 
terms from 2015-16 to 2025-26

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-funding-for-england-and-wales-2015-to-2026/police-funding-for-england-and-wales-2015-to-2026
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F689c5877d2a1b0d5d1bb1246%2Fpolice-funding-england-and-wales-2015-to-2026-tables.ods&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


Use of reserves by police forces in England and Wales, 2024-25
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Percentage of net revenue expenditure added to or taken from reserves, 2024-25

The chart below shows the percentage of net revenue expenditure added to or withdrawn from reserves by each police force in England 
and Wales in 2024-25. Forces above zero added to their reserves; those below zero drew on them. 

Source: National Audit Office, Police Productivity, November 2025

https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/police-productivity.pdf


MPS use of reserves as a proportion of net revenue expenditure, 2015-16 to 2025-26
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MPS use of financial reserves as a proportion of net revenue expenditure

Source: Greater London Authority, The Mayor's budget | London City Hall, accessed June 2026

The chart below shows the proportion of Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) net revenue expenditure drawn from financial 
reserves in each year from 2015-16 to 2025-26. 

https://www.london.gov.uk/who-we-are/governance-and-spending/spending-money-wisely/mayors-budget
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Website: 
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Follow the London Assembly on social media
Image credits: Greater London Authority

If you, or someone you know needs this report in large print or braille, or a copy 
of the summary and main findings in another language, then please call us on: 
020 7983 4100 or email assembly.translations@london.gov.uk

https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly
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https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly
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