
  

 

 
 

 
 

 
Léonie Cooper AM 
Chair of the Environment Committee 2025-26 

Andy Cliffe, 
Chief Executive Officer, London City Airport, 
cc. Airspace Change Proposal Team, London City Airport 
 14 May 2026 
Dear Andy, 
 

London City Airport: Noise concerns about new landing proposals 
I am writing to you to share the London Assembly Environment Committee’s submission12 to City 
Airport’s current consultation on airspace change proposals.3 These proposed changes are intended 
to allow larger planes, such as the Airbus A320neo to operate at the airport by 2027. Our response is 
centred on long-held concerns around the impact of aviation noise on Londoners.4 Concerns which 
have not been addressed, despite invitations extended to City Airport to speak to the Committee in 
recent years not being accepted. 
 
Larger aircraft and the risk of increased noise 
The Committee is particularly concerned about the potential noise impacts of the proposed lower 
approach paths to landing to enable Airbus A320neo aircraft to use the airport.5 The proposals state 
that the airspace changes could “encourage a quicker transition to new generation, efficient, larger 
capacity aircraft such as the Airbus A320neo” and “improved overall noise”6. However, an evidence 

 
1 Thomas Turrell (City Hall Conservatives) has chosen not to support this letter as he believes City Airport’s proposals are 

reasonable, and could result in a reduction of noise and disruption to residents. He is also conscious of the impact 

refusing this could have on the airport's long-term future.  
2 Keith Prince (Reform) does not support the contents of this letter. 
3 Citizen Space The Civil Aviation Authority and Airspace Change Consultation May 2026 
4 In October 2019, the Committee responded to City Airport’s consultation on its Draft Master Plan 2020‐2035, making 

clear our opposition to any operational adjustments, unless noise and air pollution concerns were fully addressed. In 

March 2023, we reiterated this position highlighting how aircraft noise is already having a significant negative impact on 

the health and wellbeing of Londoners. 
5 Aviation Environment Federation Noise Lessons for London City Airport September 2025 
6 Citizen Space The Civil Aviation Authority and Airspace Change Consultation May 2026 
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review by Aviation Environment Federation (AEF) suggests that there are likely to be mixed impacts 
on different locations with some potentially experiencing higher levels of disturbance.7  
The AEF evidence review also raises further questions about the modelling of noise impacts as a 
result of the proposed airspace changes. On the specific point about whether A320neo aircraft are 
quieter than existing noise levels from E190 aircraft, the AEF report found that, “real-world trial 
data, and a full comparison with the projected fleet, are necessary” to assess the overall impacts.8 
Given that the A320neo will be up to four decibels noisier than some of the current alternative 
planes which use the airport (such as the Airbus A220, Embraer 190 E2, and Embraer 195 E2)9 – a 
noticeable difference – the AEF review also questions whether the E190 is the appropriate 
comparison aircraft for modelling purposes. 10  
 
More flights, more noise 
We are also concerned that this change and the introduction of larger aircraft at City Airport would 
be used to open new leisure routes and therefore increase the overall number of flights – leading to 
an overall increase in emissions and noise disturbance.11 The consultation itself partly acknowledges 
this, stating that this change would mean that the airport can “move faster towards… [its] planning 
limit of nine million passengers”.12  
 
The location of City Hall near the flight path to City Airport means that, depending on approach 
paths, the London Assembly itself already experiences noticeable levels of disturbance from planes. 
Consultation documents suggest that planes will be flying 90 feet lower over City Hall on the 4.49 
degrees approach than currently – at 547 feet compared to 640 feet currently.13  We are concerned 
that the London Assembly could therefore be potentially directly affected if disturbance were to 
increase in ways that are not currently understood.  
 
As highlighted in findings by AEF, projected data alone is not sufficient to fully understand the noise 
impact, and the health and quality of life of residents living and working nearby. The Committee 
therefore opposes any changes until robust, independent real-world assessments have 
been undertaken to understand how these changes could affect local communities in 
practice. We oppose the use of any changes which would increase the number of flights 
and noise disturbance to local communities from current levels.  
 

Yours, 

 
Léonie Cooper AM 
Chair of the Environment Committee 2025-26 

 
7 Aviation Environment Federation Noise Lessons for London City Airport September 2025p.9 
8 Aviation Environment Federation Noise Lessons for London City Airport September 2025, p.12 
9 HACAN East Shallower Approach Consultation March 2026 
10 Aviation Environment Federation Noise Lessons for London City Airport September 2025p.1 
11 Aviation Environment Federation Noise Lessons for London City Airport September 2025p.11 
12 Citizen Space The Civil Aviation Authority and Airspace Change Consultation  May 2026 
13 London City Airport Consultation Summary Document - London City Airport RNP-AR slide 11, March 2026; 90 feet is 

around 28 metres. 
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