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Dear Rhys,
Hope you’re well. Please find our response below –

Lewisham Council recognises the concerns raised in the motion, particularly
around canine welfare, proportionality in enforcement, and the importance of
microchipping in addressing dog abandonment.

In Lewisham, our current Dog Control PSPO does not relate to stray dogs. Stray
dogs are addressed through separate national legislation, and our PSPO is
focused on managing specific issues of safety and anti-social behaviour in public
spaces. The Order was developed following consultation and is applied
proportionately: the majority of Lewisham’s parks and open spaces remain off‑lead
areas for dogs, with restrictions limited to clearly defined locations such as
children’s play areas, or where an authorised officer directs a dog to be placed on
a lead in the interests of safety.

We are mindful of the Assembly’s concerns that PSPOs should not unfairly restrict
responsible dog owners or have unintended consequences for animal welfare or
equalities. These considerations are factored into both the design of our PSPO
and how it is enforced, and they will remain central to our approach in any future
review.

In relation to microchipping, we agree that it plays an important role in deterring
abandonment and reuniting stray dogs with their owners. One of the key
challenges we encounter locally is not only non‑compliance but also failures to
keep microchip records up to date. Where dogs are found to be un‑microchipped,
or where details are inaccurate, enforcement action is taken in line with the
Microchipping of Cats and Dogs (England) Regulations 2023.

Alongside enforcement, we have previously worked with partner organisations
such as Battersea Dogs & Cats Home and the RSPCA to offer free microchipping
at community events. We intend to continue exploring opportunities to promote
microchipping through awareness‑raising activity, chip‑checking and, where
possible, registration updates in partnership with third‑sector organisations.

We will take the points raised in the Assembly’s motion into account as part of our
next review of dog‑related PSPO arrangements, ensuring that our policies remain
proportionate, evidence‑based and mindful of welfare and equalities impacts.

Best wishes,
Charlie

Charlie Hughes (he/him)
Head of Mayor’s Office
Mayor’s Office

mailto:Charlie.Hughes@lewisham.gov.uk
mailto:rhys.campbell@london.gov.uk
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Len Duvall OBE AM 
Chair of the London Assembly 


 


Mayor Brenda Dacres OBE 
Mayor of Lewisham 
 
(Sent by email) 25 November 2025 
 
Dear Mayor Dacres, 
 
London Assembly (Plenary) – Thursday 13 November 2025 
 
At its Plenary meeting on 13 November 2025, the London Assembly agreed the following motion: 
 
Motion 3.1 - Dog Control Public Space Protection Orders and Stray Dogs 


“This Assembly notes that there is an increase in stray dogs on the streets of London, largely due to 
purposeful abandonment. The reason for the rise is multi-faceted but the cost of living crisis and 
impact of the covid pandemic are key factors.  


Public Space Protection Orders (PSPOs) can be useful tool for Local Authorities to tackle strays and 
anti-social behaviour with dogs. The current measures used include a high number of dog exclusion 
areas, dog on lead areas and a limit on the number of dogs which can be walked at once. 


This Assembly believes that Local Authorities should use PSPOs proportionately and not deliver 
restrictive policies which pose serious risks to both canine welfare and public safety. There is also a 
risk that different regulations across London’s boroughs make it difficult for dog owners to know 
what rules are in place.  


This Assembly further notes that, as well as being a legal requirement, microchipping can play a role 
in deterring the abandoning of dogs. Statistics show that the number of stray dogs found that are 
not microchipped has increased from 23% in 2021 to 30% 2023. 


Misinformation and cost can prevent people microchipping their dogs. However, microchipping costs 
range from £10-£30 and is even offered for free by some organisations in London.  
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The Assembly calls on the Chair to: 


1) Write to London Boroughs encouraging them to review their PSPO policies in respect to 
dogs, and ensure their policies are proportionate and consistent.  
 


2) Write to the Mayor encouraging him to work with the Metropolitan Police, third sector 
organisations and other stakeholders to spread awareness amongst Londoners that not 
microchipping your dog is a criminal offence, promote awareness of the benefits of 
microchipping and promote the free options to microchip dogs.” 


I have written in similar terms to all London Boroughs and also to the Mayor of London to seek their 
response to the relevant sections of the motion. 


I look forward to receiving your response to the above motion. Please send your response to 
AssemblyChair@london.gov.uk. 
 
Please note that, in the interests of transparency, your response will be published on the GLA’s 
website.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 


 
Len Duvall OBE AM 
Chair of the London Assembly 
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