










4.3  Statues 

Trafalgar Square has various statues of key historical figures. Below are the technical 
specifications (Plan indicating location of statues and surrounding buildings can be at 
5.1) 

Admiral Beatty (Bust) 
• Created by Wheeler and McMillan
• Grade II listed
• Located on North Wall

Admiral Cunningham (Bust) 
• Created by Wheeler and McMillan
• Grade II listed
• Located on North Wall

Admiral Jellicoe (Bust) 
• Created by Wheeler and McMillan
• Grade II listed
• Located on North Wall

Sir Charles Napier 
• Created by sculptor G.G. Adams. Erected 1855
• 12 ft high (statue); 16ft high (pedestal).
• Grade II listed
• Located on South West Plinth

Sir Henry Havelock 
• Created by sculptor Behens. Erected 1861
• 12 ft high (statue); 17ft high (pedestal).
• Grade II listed
• Located on South East Plinth

George IV 
• Created by Chantrey and T Earle. Erected 1840
• 15 ft high (statue); 22ft high (pedestal)
• Grade II listed
• Located on North East Plinth

Nelson’s Column 
• Figure created by sculptor Edmund Hodges Bailey. Column created by William

Railton. Erected in 1845
• Column made of Devonshire Granite
• Figure made of Craigleith Stone
• Figure is 17ft, 4inches high. Column is 167ft, 8inches high. Total height is 184ft,

10inches
• Column has 4 bronze reliefs, each depicting Nelsons naval victories
• Located on the south side of the Square
• Statue is protected and listed, grade I



Lions 
• The lions were created by animal sculptor Edward Landseer.
• The lions are Grade I listed
• The lions are made of Bronze
• The four lions are each 20ft in length and 22ft high

Bronze Dolphins 
• Grade II listed
• Located on Fountains

Fourth Plinth  
Over the past four years the ‘empty’ fourth plinth in the Northwest corner of Trafalgar 
Square has been home to some of the world’s most innovative artworks. The Plinth was 
originally designed by Sir Charles Barry in 1841 to display an equestrian statue, however 
due to insufficient funds the statue was never completed. In 1998 – over one hundred 
and fifty years later – the Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures 
and Commerce (RSA) commissioned three contemporary sculptures by Mark Wallinger, 
Bill Woodrow and Rachel Whiteread to be displayed temporarily on the Plinth. 

Following the enormous public interest generated by these commissions, the Mayor of 
London began the Fourth Plinth Commission to continue this tradition and build on its 
success. The Fourth Plinth has since featured works including Marc Quinn’s Alison 
Lapper Pregnant (2005), Thomas Schütte’s Model for a Hotel (2007) Anthony 
Gormley’s popular One and Other (2009), Yinka Shonibare’s Nelson’s Ship in a Bottle 
(2010) and the current commission ‘Powerless Structures Fig. 101’ is a sculpture of a 
boy astride his rocking horse by Elmgreen & Dragset. 
Commissioning Group:  The Fourth Plinth Commissioning Group is a panel of specialist 
advisors appointed to guide and monitor the commissions for the plinth. 

‘Powerless Structures Fig. 101’ will be in place until the summer of 2013 when it will be 
replaced by Hahn / Cock – a sculpture of a cockerel designed by German artist 
Katharina Fritsch. 
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From: Niran Mothada
Sent: 15 June 2020 10:42
To:
Cc: Government Relations; ; David Bellamy
Subject: RE: Urgent request from DCMS SoS office

Categories: Blue Category

 
 
I would try    
 
Also copying in David.  
 
My understanding for when the covering went up was that it would be kept under review for when it would come 
down. I suspect for as long as there are protests it would make sense for it to remain in place. Hopefully David can 
confirm.  
 
Niran Mothada 
Executive Director Strategy and Communications 
GreaterLondonAuthority 
City Hall, London SE1 2AA 

 
 
london.gov.uk 

 

  
 

From:    
Sent: 15 June 2020 10:37 
To: Niran Mothada   
Cc: Government Relations   
Subject: FW: Urgent request from DCMS SoS office 

 
Hi Niran,  
 
Hope all well. I’m forwarding the below as   – do you know the answer by any chance, or who I should 
ask in his absence? 
 
Many thanks, 
 

 

 
Government Relations | MAYOR OF LONDON 

 
 

From:   
Date: Monday, 15 June 2020 at 10:33 
To:   
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Cc: Government Relations <  
Subject: Urgent request from DCMS SoS office 
 
Hi    
 
Hope all is well.  
 
I’ve just had a phone call from the DCMS SoS’s office, who asked to know when the boarding around the statues in 
Parliament Square, particularly the Churchill one, will come down? 
 
Is it right that that’s our responsibility, as it’s in Parliament Sq, and do you have any indication of timelines / who I 
should ask about it? 
 
They asked for an answer this morning if possible. Thanks so much, 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Government Relations 
MAYOR OF LONDON 
City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA 

 
 
london.gov.uk 
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From: Niran Mothada
Sent: 12 June 2020 14:35
To: Mary Harpley
Subject: Protests this weekend

Categories: Blue Category

Mary 
 
For information here is information following the briefing I had with   this morning; 
 

 There will be protests today – it was thought this would be the main BLM protest this weekend due to the 
far right protests proposed for tomorrow. However, so far it is has been relatively quiet in London this 
afternoon – therefore a worry there will be larger crowds tomorrow (there will also be better weather 
tomorrow) 

 Tomorrow we are expecting (through social media chatter and Eventbrite invites set up) that there will be 
mobilisation of far right groups including Patriot Unity/Democratic Football Alliance and Britain First. The 
gathering will start at 11am from Whitehall 

 12.30pm tomorrow will be the BLM protest starting from Hyde Park – this has support from a number of 
anti‐fascist groups and according to the press Momentum  

 There will also be smaller protests in Enfield/Palmers Green/Islington to Hackney  

 For Saturday the plan was to keep the far right protests in Trafalgar Square and the BLM protest in 
Parliament Square with the space outside Downing Street kept neutral – these plans may change and there 
will be a further update this afternoon 

 On Sunday there will the Justice for Grenfell walk from Grenfell to Downing Street and also Afghan lives – a 
march from the Royal Albert Hall to the Iranian Embassy 

 
On statues – the following statues will be covered (or have been covered); 
 

 Winston Churchill 

 James II 

 George Washington  

 Charles I 

 Clive of India 

 Ghandi (this was a late decision taken by the Mayor last night) 

 Nelson Mandela  
 
Also to note a small LSAT presence has returned to City Hall (one person for each shift). This was done with FM and 
the need for access to systems. They will be based for now in their old room.  
 
Many thanks  
 
Niran Mothada 
Executive Director Strategy and Communications 
GreaterLondonAuthority 
City Hall, London SE1 2AA 

 
 
london.gov.uk 
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From:
Sent: 10 June 2020 15:39
To:
Subject: FW: Statues on GLA land

Categories: Blue Category

Interesting one, not sure I know the answers to this. 
 

 
 

From:    
Sent: 10 June 2020 15:36 
To:  

 
Cc:   
Subject: Statues on GLA land 
 
Hi all, 
 
I’ve been asked by   and whether the GLA owns the below statues / has a right to make a decision on 
if they get removed. 
 
The response will naturally be about the new Commission making recommendations in the future, but are you able 
to help clarify ownership for me so I’m clear? I’ve got the below starting point. 
 
 

Christopher Columbus: Belgrave Square Garden, Belgravia, London, SW1X 8PQ – not GLA land 

Robert Clive: King Charles St, Westminster, SW1A 2AQ – not GLA land 

Earl Mountbatten: Horse Guards road , SW1A 2AD – not GLA land 

 

Jan Smuts: Parliament square, SW1P 3JX – the GLA manages the land but does not own it or the statues. (Who does?) 

Charles James Napier: Trafalgar Square, WC2N 5DX – the GLA manages the land but does not own it or the statues (Who does?) 

Nelson’s Column: A400 Trafalgar Square, London, United Kingdom, SW1Y 5BJ – the GLA manages the land but does not own it 
or the statues (Who does?) 

 

 
 
Thanks, 
 

 
Mayor of London’s Press Office 

GREATERLONDONAUTHORITY 
City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA 
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From: Niran Mothada
Sent: 10 June 2020 12:31
To:
Subject: RE: PLU

Categories: Blue Category

Yes sorry I thought you were on the call – yes in relation to BLM and the difficult correspondence they have 
received.  
 
Niran Mothada 
Executive Director Strategy and Communications 
GreaterLondonAuthority 
City Hall, London SE1 2AA 

 
 
london.gov.uk 

 
 
I may email out of office hours due to my current working pattern – I do not expect a response out of hours.  
 

From:    
Sent: 10 June 2020 12:30 
To: Niran Mothada   
Subject: Re: PLU 
 
Hi   
 
I’ll call you at 1.30. I wasn’t on today’s ER stand up (I did let   know) but think this might be in relation to Black 
Lives Matter. 
 
Speak soon. 
 

 

 

From: Niran Mothada <  
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 12:24:46 PM 
To: K  
Subject: PLU  
 

  
 
I am free at 1.30 ‐ let’s speak about PLU and support.  
 
Many thanks 
 
Niran Mothada 
Executive Director Strategy and Communications 
GreaterLondonAuthority 
City Hall, London SE1 2AA 
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From: Niran Mothada
Sent: 08 June 2020 08:58
To: David Bellamy
Subject: BLM and CIB

Categories: Blue Category

David 
 
I was not sure if you were going to raise anything about the protests at CIB today. As you know   and the team have 
been monitoring the protests all week but if you wanted to say anything about the BAME network as a sponsor – I 
have been speaking to the chairs daily – as well as it being part of Core Brief on Thursday – which they helped me 
drafted – the network are helping us pull together resources to support and also links/books and other resources to 
help us all understand and learn why these protests are so significant. We are hoping to share this information wider 
this week. In the meantime we want to ensure people have the space and forums to come together to discuss what 
is going on and at the same time for line managers and senior leaders to check in with their staff too.  
 
Niran Mothada 
Executive Director Strategy and Communications 
GreaterLondonAuthority 
City Hall, London SE1 2AA 

 
 
london.gov.uk 

 
 
I may email out of office hours due to my current working pattern – I do not expect a response out of hours.  
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From:
Sent: 03 June 2020 17:10
To:
Subject: RE: BLM PSQ

Oh good, hopefully the US Army will be restrained in their actions! 
 

 

 | Facilities Management Unit  
Greater London Authority  
City Hall | The Queen's Walk | More London | London | SE1 2AA  

 

London.gov.uk 
| www.london.gov.uk  

 please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to.  

 

From:    
Sent: 03 June 2020 17:09 
To:   
Subject: RE: BLM PSQ 

 
Hi   
 
Numbers have dwindled significantly but there is still a significant presence in Parliament Sq, Whitehall and on their 
way to the US Embassy. The police very much do not want confrontation with this group. 
 
 

 

 

GREATERLONDONAUTHORITY 

City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA 

 

 

From:   
Sent: 03 June 2020 17:06 
To:   
Subject: RE: BLM PSQ 

 
Hi  
 
Yes they are on the Square, I am getting sit-reps, unfortunately without Police assistance they won’t be able 
to keep them off the statues, and given the sensitivities I don’t think the Police will want that confrontation. 
 
Regards 
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 | Facilities Management Unit  
Greater London Authority  
City Hall | The Queen's Walk | More London | London | SE1 2AA  

 

London.gov.uk 
| www.london.gov.uk  

 please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to.  

 

From:   
Sent: 03 June 2020 16:05 
To:   
Subject: BLM PSQ 

 
 

 
I don’t know if you have any wardens in PSQ but just to let you know you have a couple of climbers on 
Churchill. Most of the protest is on the road outside Carriage Gates. 
 
The back of the march is at Hyde Park Corner. 
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