AGENDA
London Electricity High-level Working Group
18 June 2013 – 14:00 – 16:00
Committee Room 1 - City Hall
Chair: Matthew Pencharz
Item Time

Subject

Lead person

14.00

Tea/Coffee on arrival

1

14.10

Welcome and introduction

Chair

2

14.15

Note of March meeting (herewith)

GLA

3

14.45

Initial feedback on responses to UKPN’s Business Plan
Update

UKPN

•

All

4

15.15

Discussion

Consideration of longer term options for improving
circumstances for strategic infrastructure investment

GLA

•

All

Discussion

5

15.40

AOB

All

6

15.50

Next steps

Chair

7

16.00

Close

Chair

London Electricity High-level Working Group
28 March 2013
Action Notes
Estimating costs of investments required and considering models for how they
could be met/shared
At the meeting UKPN gave the separately attached presentation. Slides 8 summarises the then emerging
revised proposal for investment in new substations. Their revised draft Business Plan (see page 43 in
relation to slide 8) is now available for consultation until the end of May. Please see the separately
attached e-mail, which includes a link to the consultation document. UKPN will submit the final version of
its Business Plan to Ofgem in early July 2013.
The Chair reiterated the importance of electricity capacity not being a constraint to development in
London.
Ofgem reiterated that their cost-benefit analysis has not provided any case for the need to change
legislation to allow strategic investment.
London First suggested that the GLA should consider forward funding substation infrastructure as client
on behalf of a consortium of connection customers, trigger the infrastructure development through a
connection application and then recover the investment costs from the connection customers /
developers. However, in the light of the potential legal and financial risks that need to be explored, this is
certainly not considered as a short-term solution.
UKNP are clarifying whether the ‘5 year rule’ (investment recovery period) could be extended within a
commercial Section 22 agreement with a consortium/lead developer, as development areas tend to take
longer to build out.
For several identified substations further work is required to secure a feasible funding solution.
Consideration of longer term options for improving circumstances and the regulatory framework for
strategic investment will also be re-visited at the next meeting.

Identifying growth hotspots and areas of existing network stress that require
strategic infrastructure investment
UKPN has provided the separately attached ‘heat maps’ about network stress. The first two maps show the
current demand density across London and (for comparison) the Cambridge area. The average demand
density in London is 12 MW/km2, across the UK it is 0.6 MW/km2. On the other four maps – at various
scales – the red dots indicate where the maximum demand (MD) – assumed as peak load recorded during
the previous year – is greater than the available firm capacity – the capacity after the loss of the largest
capacity item supplying that substation. It should be noted that the maps do not reflect any potential load
transfer onto adjacent substations. The size of that transfer capacity will depend on available
interconnections.
Relevant GLA and UKPN experts meet on 8 May to discuss UKPN’s demand modelling and the potential
added value and scope of a GLA data offer (largely data from the London Development Database) to
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inform over time the underlying growth assumptions. The discussions will also include the reflection of
growth related data emerging from the Census.

Potential of Decentralised Energy systems, district heating and demand side
response measures to reduce electricity distribution infrastructure costs
UKPN’s revised draft Business Plan will show an estimate of significant cost savings due to demand side
response measures.
The boroughs may explore requiring demand side response measures in their planning policies. The GLA
will consider including (electricity related) infrastructure policy as part of the Further Alterations of the
London Plan.
The GLA and UKPN are establishing a sub- group with respective experts to discuss identified
Decentralised Energy and demand side response issue identified at the January meeting. It meets for the
first time on 3 May. As and when appropriate, the sub-group will report back to the High-level Working
Group.
Date of next meeting fixed for 18 June 2013 – 14:00 – at City Hall, Committee Room 1

Jörn Peters
Senior Strategic Planner

3 May 2013

T: +44 (0)20 7983 4432
E: jorn.peters@london.gov.uk
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Greater London Authority
London’s Electricity - High Level Working Group
Draft List of Participants
Name
Basil Scarsella
Ben Wilson,
Mark Adolphus and
Robert Kemp

Job Title
CEO
Director of Strategy and Regulation
Director of Connections
Head of Systems Development

Borough/Company

Graham Meeks?

CEO

Combined Heat and Power Association

John Smart

Scottish and Southern Energy

Sam Williams

System Planning and Investment
Unit Manager (South)
Head of System Design - Network
Engineering
Senior Policy Analyst

John Dickie and
David Leam

Director of Strategy and Policy
Executive Director – Policy

London First (representing business sector)

Hugh Bullock?

Head of Planning and Development

Gerald Eve (representing developers)

Chris Trew?

Director, Engineering Services

Steven Bage

Strategic Infrastructure Advisor

Davis Langdon (representing City of
London Property Association / property
sector)
City of London

Barry Smith

Operational Director of City Planning

City of Westminster

Rob Krzyszowski

Hammersmith & Fulham Borough Council

Laurence Johnson

Deputy Team Leader, Development
Plans
Associate

Philip Gullet and/or
Gary Edwards?

Chief Operating Officer
Technical Director

Battersea Power Station Development
Company (representing VNEB OA)

John Wilson?

Martin Heyward and/or
Vince Colby?
Matthew Pencharz (Chair)
Stephen Tate
Colin Wilson
Andrew Barry-Purssell
Jorn Peters

UK Power Networks

National Grid
Ofgem

Hoare Lea (representing VNEB OA)

Meedhurst Project Management
VBC Associates (representing
Imperial West / White City OA)
Environment and Political Advisor to
the Mayor
Assistant Director – Environment
Senior Manager – Development and
Projects
Senior Manager – Spatial Strategy
Senior Strategic Planner
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GLA
GLA – Environment

GLA – Planning

