
  

City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA 

Enquiries: 020 7983 4100 www.london.gov.uk 

v1/2021 

Subject: Motions 

Report to: London Assembly (Plenary) 

Report of:   Executive Director of Secretariat 

Date: 11 November 2021 

Public 
Access: 

This report will be considered in public 

1. Summary 

1.1 The Assembly is asked to consider the motions set out which have been submitted by Assembly 

Members. 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 That the Assembly considers the motions submitted by Assembly Members. 

3. Issues for Consideration 

3.1 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Sem Moema AM and will be seconded by 

Dr Onkar Sahota AM: 

“The Assembly notes the Elections Bill is currently being debated in Westminster. The Bill 

will introduce a number of measures including mandatory photographic voter ID,  

overseas voting, and voting and candidacy rights of EU citizens. 

37% of Londoners were born abroad and 12% are from the European Union (EU). They 

live, work, study, make use of public services, and call London their home. Many of our 

foreign-born residents from EU and Commonwealth countries can vote in our local 

elections. However, the approximate 377,000 residents born in non-EU and  

non-Commonwealth countries cannot. 

The Assembly welcomes that the voting and candidacy rights of EU citizens with  

pre-settled and settled status who entered the UK before 2021 will be maintained. We 

further welcome the Mayor’s actions to support EU Londoners with 1.4 million people 

accessing the European Londoners Hub.  
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The Assembly expresses concern that EU citizens who enter the UK from 2021 and are not 

covered by the Withdrawal Agreement, or by bilateral treaties covering voting rights, will 

not have voting and candidacy rights in local elections from 2022. This will create an 

unequal situation where some EU citizens will have the right to vote while others will not. 

We also fear this complexity in voting eligibility may cause confusion and reduce voter 

turnout. 

The Assembly calls on the Mayor of London and the Chair of the London Assembly to 

separately write to the Minister of State for the Cabinet Office, requesting that the 

Elections Bill be amended to extend local election voting rights in England and Northern 

Ireland to all qualifying foreign nationals in line with voting rights in Scotland and 

Wales.” 

3.2 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Sakina Sheikh AM and will be seconded 

by Krupesh Hirani AM: 

“The Assembly notes the tremendous effort made by care and support workers across the 

city on a daily basis, particularly since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

However, care and support workers are currently excluded from the key worker lists that 

would give them preferential access to genuinely affordable housing through housing 

association key worker schemes. 

In London, the average wage for care and support workers in the independent sector is 

£1,483 per month while the median monthly rent was most recently estimated at £1,475 

per month. Extortionate housing costs mean despite working incredibly hard, huge 

numbers of carers can barely get by. This Assembly also notes that the overwhelming 

majority of London’s 220,000 care and support workers will be detrimentally affected by 

the reduction in Universal Credit of £20 per week. 

The Assembly calls on the Mayor for care and support workers to be included in the 

Greater London Authority’s ‘core’ definition of key workers. This is so they be considered 

for key worker schemes and be given a chance of securing genuinely affordable housing.” 

3.3 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Joanne McCartney AM and will be 

seconded by Marina Ahmad AM: 

“This Assembly supports making misogyny a hate crime. This could be achieved through 

amending current hate crime laws to add sex or gender to the list of protected hate crime 

characteristics.  

This Assembly notes that the Home Office announced that it would ask police forces 

across the country to record gender-based hate crime on an experimental basis in the 

wake of the murder of Sarah Everard in March, and that this has not yet happened. This 

Assembly also notes the Metropolitan Police Service’s recent indication that it is 

supportive of the introduction of recording of gender-based hate crime offences, 

depending on the outcome of the Law Commission’s review into hate crime legislation. 

  



  

This Assembly is concerned by the Prime Minister’s recent remarks which appeared to 

reject the need for changes to current hate crime legislation in order to better protect 

women and girls. Given the uncertainty and contradicting announcements from the 

Government on this issue, we call upon the Mayor to write to the Prime Minister and ask 

him to clarify the Government’s position on making misogyny a hate crime.” 

3.4 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Léonie Cooper AM and will be seconded 

by Elly Baker AM: 

“This Assembly welcomes the expansion of the Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) up to the 

North Circular Road and South Circular Road.  

The current ULEZ has contributed to a 44% reduction in roadside nitrogen dioxide within 

its existing boundary and in 2019 the number of state schools in the zone with illegal 

levels of pollution fell by 97 per cent compared to 2016.1 

Alongside other Mayoral policies on air quality, the expanded ULEZ is projected to avoid 

almost 300,000 new cases of air-quality related diseases and over 1 million hospital 

admissions Londonwide by 2050. These policies will also reduce the pollution “exposure 

gap” between the most and least deprived areas by 71 per cent and between the areas 

with the highest and lowest proportion of BAME residents by up to 85 per cent.2 

Given the environmental and health benefits of the expanded ULEZ, the Assembly 

supports programmes such as the Mayor’s scrappage schemes to ensure residents and 

businesses are encouraged to make the transition to ULEZ compliant vehicles. This 

Assembly recognises the Mayor has invested £61 million of funding to support businesses 

and disabled and low-income Londoners to scrap older, more polluting vehicles and calls 

on the government to support the Mayor and stop the exclusion of London from its  

Clean Air Fund.  

In order to further encourage businesses to make this transition, the Assembly calls on 

the Mayor to make having a statement of intent and delivery plan to achieve a ULEZ and 

LEZ compliant vehicle fleet a condition of accreditation for the Good Work Standard.”  

3.5 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Susan Hall AM and will be seconded by 

Emma Best AM: 

“This Assembly notes the significant objections and concerns from thousands of residents 

and community groups about many of TfL’s station car park development schemes. These 

include loss of commuter parking, excessive height and scale, harm to conservation areas 

and other heritage assets, adverse impacts on local character and amenity, poor design, 

and lack of family-sized homes. The Assembly also notes that a number of these schemes 

have already been rejected by local planning committees. 

The Assembly believes that in providing new homes, it is important to get the detail of 

schemes right, and not impose unsuitable schemes on local communities. 

 

                                                 

1 https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/mayoral/dramatic-improvement-in-londons-air-quality 
2 Questions to the Mayor, ‘Improvements to public health from the ULEZ,’ 1 July 2021 

https://www.london.gov.uk/questions/2021/1455/improvements-public-health-ulez


  

The Assembly therefore urges the Mayor and TfL to listen to local residents and 

communities, review the station car park development schemes as soon as possible, and 

ensure that any new or revised schemes fully meet local needs and the character of local 

areas.” 

3.6 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Susan Hall AM and will be seconded by 

Shaun Bailey AM: 

“This Assembly is concerned that the London Violence Reduction Unit (VRU) lacks 

transparency and is failing to provide the necessary information for Assembly Members to 

properly scrutinise its work and how it spends taxpayers’ money. 

Therefore, this Assembly calls for the Mayor to publish expenditure and performance 

evaluations of each individual project funded or commissioned by the VRU.” 

3.7 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Nicholas Rogers AM and will be seconded 

by Tony Devenish AM: 

“There are approximately half a million Tamils, originating from Sri Lanka, India, 

Malaysia, Singapore, South Africa and other countries, currently living in the UK with at 

least 270,000 living in London. They make an outsized contribution to the life of our city.  

There are over 15,000 Tamils working for NHS England as doctors, nurses and front line 

health professionals, thousands of Tamils serving as teachers and teaching assistants in 

our schools. Over a hundred adult social care facilities are operated by Tamils in and 

around London, caring for some of the most vulnerable in our society.  

Tamils have made significant contributions to the social, economic, cultural and political 

fabric of the UK; from serving in the Royal Air Force during the Second World War to 

scientist Dr Maheshi Ramasamy’s work on the Astra Zeneca vaccine. 

This incredible work takes place against the backdrop of persecution and abuse in their 

home country, deeply affecting the wellbeing of the family and friends of Tamils in the 

UK. 

The London Assembly thanks the Tamil community for their invaluable contribution to 

our city. We are profoundly grateful for the work that you do.  

The Assembly notes that Tamil Heritage week takes place on the week of 14th January. 

We call on the Mayor of London and the London boroughs to ensure this occasion is 

marked and our much-valued Tamil community is supported across the city.” 

3.8 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM and will be 

seconded by Hina Bokhari AM: 

“This Assembly notes the proposed timetable changes by South Western Railway (SWR) 

commencing from December 2022. 

This Assembly notes that the changes will lead to a reduction in frequency of services for 

a number of stations within the Greater London area for both commuters and off-peak 

passengers. 

 



  

This Assembly notes that despite South Western Railway highlighting the potential 

growth of leisure travel their plans reduce off-peak frequencies at several busy London 

stations by 50%, from four trains per hour to two trains per hour, compared to May 2019. 

Including 2018/2019 entry and exit data (ORR data), these stations are: 

 Mortlake, 1.8m; 

 North Sheen, 0.48m; 

 St Margarets, 1.41m; and 

 Worcester Park, 2.36m. 

This Assembly believes the plans by South Western Railway are premature and based on 

predictions of future train travel which are not yet known.  This Assembly further believes 

that train travel should be actively encouraged at a time of a climate emergency, yet these 

proposals could generate further road traffic.  Furthermore, this Assembly is concerned 

that the long-term plans by South Western Railway will be followed by other train 

operating companies in London.  

This Assembly opposes South Western Railway’s timetable plans and believes that a full 

review of their proposed timetable is now needed. 

This Assembly calls on the Chair of the London Assembly to write to both the Chief 

Executive of South Western Railway and the Secretary of State for Transport opposing 

these timetable plans due to their adverse impact on passengers.” 

3.9 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Hina Bokhari AM and will be seconded by 

Caroline Russell AM: 

“The Assembly recognises the commitments in the Mayor’s Environment Strategy to 

reduce emissions from wood and other solid fuel burning in stoves in households and the 

recognition that these stoves contribute significantly to air pollution in London. 

This Assembly however notes that since the publication of the Mayor’s Environment 

Strategy in May 2018 the scientific evidence from the impact of wood burning stoves has 

significantly grown.  The Assembly in particular notes the research published in 

September 2021 by the European Environmental Bureau which revealed that a new 

EcoDesign stove in 2022 is allowed to emit 60 times as much particulate matter as an old 

truck from 2006 and 750 times as much as a newer truck from 2014. 

Recognising the increasing evidence of the impact of air pollution from wood stoves the 

Assembly calls upon the Mayor to provide a regular update to the London Assembly and 

to Londoners as to his actions to address his  specific commitments in the Environmental 

Strategy to tackling these issues, setting out how he is now addressing the growing 

evidence relating to the true impact of wood burning stoves on air pollution.   As part of 

the Mayor regularly reporting back on his actions the Assembly specifically calls on the 

Mayor to provide a regular annual update on the proportion of London’s particulate 

matter pollution that is associated with wood burning, enabling Londoners to track 

progress on reducing the second largest source of particulate. 

  



  

This Assembly also calls upon the Mayor to commit to a Londonwide awareness campaign 

to highlight the environmental evidence relating to wood burning fires and to actively 

discourage their adoption in London.” 

3.10 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Emma Best AM and will be seconded by 

Peter Fortune AM: 

“This Assembly calls on the Mayor to exempt Blue Badge holders from the expanded 

UltraLow Emission Zone charge area.” 

3.11 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Keith Prince AM and will be seconded by 

Caroline Pidgeon MBE AM: 

“This Assembly is strongly supportive of car clubs and recognises the role they play in 

helping to improve air quality and reduce congestion.   

This Assembly notes that CoMoUK’s 2020 London Car Club Annual Report found that each 

car club vehicle in London takes 23.5 vehicles off the road. 

This Assembly would therefore like to see the expansion of car club use in London, and 

calls on the Mayor to work with TfL and London’s boroughs to assess what blocks are 

preventing their expansion and to work together to remove them.” 

3.12 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Emma Best AM and will be seconded by 

Nicholas Rogers AM: 

“More than 150,000 people signed a petition calling for the Night Tube to be reinstated 

in its entirety. Resuming the service will provide Londoners with a better-lit transport 

option at night and help London’s night time economy recover from the pandemic. 

The Assembly welcomes the announcement that night time services will resume on the 

Central and Victoria lines from the 27th of November. However, it is disappointing that no 

date has been set for reopening the Night Tube on the Victoria, Jubilee and  

Piccadilly lines. 

This Assembly calls on the Mayor of London to set out a timetable for reopening all  

Night tube services on the London Underground.” 

3.13 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Caroline Russell AM and will be seconded 

by Léonie Cooper AM: 

“This Assembly notes that amendment NC1 to the Elections Bill currently before 

Parliament aims to amend the Greater London Authority Act 1999 to change the system 

for electing the Mayor of London.  

This amendment would remove the ability of voters to choose a first and second 

preference, and remove the requirement for someone to be elected Mayor only after a 

majority of voters who express a preference have chosen them.  

 



  

We believe that:  

(a) This would be a backwards step, depriving Londoners of their second preference 

votes and the ability fully to express their choices for Mayor. 

(b) The fact that currently the Mayor must win the support of a majority of those 

casting their votes strengthens democracy and makes sure the powerful executive 

office of the Mayor of London has to listen to all Londoners, and reach out across 

political divisions. 

(c) Any such fundamental change to the terms that govern the elected office of Mayor 

of London should not be agreed only by Parliament, but be subject to a referendum 

of Londoners, in the same way that the original founding of the GLA was supported 

by a referendum. The proposals put to referendum were explicit about the voting 

system to use and it followed a consultation where the majority of responses were 

against the use of the first-past-the-post system to elect the Mayor, and which gave 

strong support for a system which would give the winning candidate a clear majority.  

We therefore call on the Chair of the Assembly to write to London’s MPs, relevant 

ministers and the Prime Minister to request that this amendment is withdrawn or removed 

from the final Bill, or amended to allow for a referendum to be held to establish 

Londoners’ consent for this change.  

We also ask that the Chair discusses this motion with the current Mayor, with the aim of 

agreeing a joint approach to this issue.” 

3.14 The following motion has been proposed in the name of Siân Berry AM and will be seconded by 

Emma Best AM: 

“This Assembly recognises the huge negative impact the pandemic has had on our young 

people, from missing out on education, training and simply being with their friends and 

family. 

This Assembly notes that while the coronavirus crisis has impacted all young people, 

Stonewall submitted evidence to a Government inquiry on the impact of COVID-19 on 

education and children’s services which highlighted this ‘profound’ impact was ‘likely to 

be particularly pronounced among LGBT young people’. Stonewall also recommended 

national and local government funding for LGBT youth groups, as well as adequate sign-

posting to these services. 

New research from LGBT+ charity Just Like Us asked secondary school pupils how they 

were faring during the pandemic and found more than half of LGBTIQA+ youth worry 

daily about their mental health and are twice as likely to feel lonely compared to their 

straight peers. 

Just Like Us also found that more than half of LGBTIQA+ young people worry about their 

mental health daily, compared to just 26 per cent of their straight peers. It also found 

that Black LGBTIQA+ youth are more likely to be concerned about their mental health 

with almost two thirds worrying about this on a daily basis. 



  

Young LGBTIQA+ people have been acutely affected by the pandemic and need specialist, 

inclusive support from youth workers and groups where young people can be safe and 

included. 

A recent report, London’s Lost Youth Services 2020, found that only 12 boroughs ran or 

supported a LGBTIQA+ specific youth service projects. 

This Assembly recognises that LGBT young people need tailored support and calls on the 

Mayor to build on the good work of his Young Londoners Foundation by responding to 

the LGBT Consortium’s LGBTIQA+ Plan for London by: 

1. Providing targeted funding for youth-led LGBTIQA+ organisations to develop 

programmes or training to counter HBTI bullying and discrimination in all forms and 

levels of education.  

2. A pan-London coordinated and sustainable LGBTIQA+ youth service provision, 

including specific mental health support designed for and by young people with clear 

referral pathways, reduced waiting times and continuous support.  

3. Setting up a platform for LGBTIQA+ young leaders to increase their visibility and 

their meaningful participation at all levels of decision making, service-design, and 

policymaking to increase a sense of ownership and investment in London's future.” 

4. Legal Implications  

4.1 The Assembly has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

5. Financial Implications 

5.1 There are no direct finance implications arising from this report. 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

None. 
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