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1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report provides background information for the Transport Committee meeting on progress 

against the Mayor’s Transport Strategy (MTS). The meeting will explore the delivery of the strategy, 

the impact of COVID-19, and future priorities. 

 

 

2. Recommendations  

 

2.1 That the Committee: 

(a) Notes the report and correspondence to the Deputy Mayor for Transport, attached 

at Appendix 1, as background to putting questions to invited guests, and notes the 

subsequent discussion. 

(b) Delegates authority to the Chair, in consultation with the Deputy Chair and party 

Group Lead Members, to agree any output arising from the meeting. 

 

3. Background   

 

3.1 The Transport Committee will undertake an investigation to understand the progress made against 

the delivery of the Mayor’s Transport Strategy. The meeting will explore the impact of COVID-19 on 

the strategy, including its key themes, such as: healthy streets and healthy people; a good public 

transport experience; and new homes and jobs.  

 

3.2 In advance of this meeting, on 17 February 2021, the Chair of the Committee wrote to the Deputy 

Mayor for Transport requesting further information on Transport for London’s (TfL) principal capital 

projects and key projects. The letter is attached at Appendix 1 for the Committee to note and a 

response is requested by 3 March 2021.  



        

4. Issues for Consideration  

 

4.1 The investigation will explore what progress has been made on the Mayor’s Transport Strategy 

(MTS) in light of COVID-19 by: 

 

 Exploring action to deliver the key elements of the MTS (healthy streets and healthy people; 

a good public transport experience; and new homes and jobs) and accompanying targets 

since COVID-19;   

 Scrutinising the Deputy Mayor and TfL’s delivery of key themes of the MTS, such as safety 

and accessibility, which have been impacted by COVID-19; and 

 Assessing the Deputy Mayor and TfL’s plans to adapt the MTS in order to sustain changes 

that have taken place since COVID-19, such as increases in active travel. 

 

4.2 The MTS is the key document laying out the Mayor’s vision for transport in London for the next two 

decades. The MTS was launched in 2018 and therefore sets out a vision and delivery plan which  

pre-date the COVID-19 pandemic, which has had a significant impact on travel in London.  

 

4.3 The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly changed the work patterns, lifestyle choices and general 

activity of Londoners. The Transport Committee Meeting on 11 February 2021 explored whether 

these patterns would remain in the medium to longer term and what emerging vision and 

considerations were a part of this.    

 

4.4 One of the areas considered was how the MTS fitted with the recovery plans for London, and, in 

particular, the recovery of London’s transport system. 

 

4.5 The Mayor has reacted to the pandemic by delivering temporary measures that allow increased social 

distancing, particularly through active travel. These measures also align to objectives in his MTS. The 

challenge for the Mayor is to sustain and increase the uptake in active travel once social distancing 

measures are reduced.  

 

4.6 The Committee last investigated the MTS in March 2020, at the beginning of the pandemic, and 

looked at progress up to that date and some of the emerging themes from the start of the 

pandemic. This is a natural opportunity to revisit the MTS in the context of the pandemic’s impact 

on London’s transport system. 

 

4.7 New challenges and opportunities posed by COVID-19 relate directly to key elements of the MTS, 

bringing issues such as accessibility, safety, and how transport can help to rebuild the economy. 

There is also a question about whether the MTS should or will be revisited in the context of  

COVID-19, and whether this has impacted on the timetable for its delivery plan.   

 

4.8 The following guests have been invited to attend the meeting: 

 Heidi Alexander, Deputy Mayor for Transport, Greater London Authority (GLA); 

 Andy Byford, Commissioner, TfL; and 

 Will Norman, Walking and Cycling Commissioner, GLA. 

 



        

5. Legal Implications 

 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

6. Financial Implications 

 

6.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 
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