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THE GREEN BELT OF THE FUTURE SEMINAR 
16 February 2017, London’s Living Room, City Hall, 9:30am – 4:00pm 
 
Context 

The London green belt is a totemic issue that divides opinion across the country. With an increasing 
need to balance population growth while ensuring quality of life, the value of the green belt to 
Londoners is increasingly under pressure. Has the case for the green belt been strengthened or 
weakened? How we can enhance its value? What more can we get out of it?  What lessons can we learn 
from other countries where similar issues are faced? 
 
The event will cover topics including the economics of the green belt, urban sprawl, intensification, 
brownfield and ‘greening cities’. It will state the value proposition for the green belt as we densify 
London and tackle the challenges of climate change. We will reaffirm a commitment to protect the 
green belt and share ideas about how we can improve the value of London’s green belt land. Invited 
speakers will cover topics including improving access to green belt land through new transport schemes, 
marketing the green belt for recreational use and increasing market gardening ventures to bring food 
production closer to consumers. We will also hear the important role that the green belt plays in 
environmental protection, acting as London’s ‘green lung’ to improve air quality and increase 
biodiversity.  
 
This is a cross party event which will provide a space for political leaders, technical officers and a range 
of other experts to share and discuss ideas about improving the quality of the green belt. This event is 
by invitation only and will be a great opportunity for you to influence the debate and feed back in to the 
Mayor’s consultation on the London Plan, which is currently being prepared.   
 
The morning will cover the rationale and value proposition of the green belt and its role in preventing 
urban sprawl and providing natural capital. After a mid-morning break we will hear the European 
experience of green infrastructure followed by a panel reaffirming the value of the green belt. Following 
lunch we will hear from invited speakers and panelists practical steps we can take to improve the value 
of the green belt so that its benefits are shared by London and beyond. 
 
Event information 

We would ask that delegates arrive at City Hall for registration at 9:00am for a prompt start at 
9:30am. You are required to pass through a security screening to enter the building which can get 
particularly busy at the start of the day. Once you have cleared security head to the registration desk at 
the far end of reception to collect your name badge and delegate pack. The event is being held in 
London’s Living Room on the 9th floor. Due to limited space in the venue we request that you put coats 
in the cloakroom on the lower ground floor before proceeding to the 9th floor via lift. Those who arrive 
late or for the second half of the day only report to reception on arrival and then to the 9th floor where 
you can register. Lunch and refreshments will be provided on the day – should you have any dietary 
requirements please let us know beforehand. 
 
Please note audio of the day, including feeds from microphones used during Q&A sessions, will be 
recorded and a transcript will be published on our website. If you do not wish to be identified on the 
transcript please email tom.gill@london.gov.uk after the end of the seminar. We encourage delegates to 
tweet using the hashtag #GreenBeltFuture and follow the London Assembly twitter 
@LondonAssembly where we will be tweeting throughout the day. 

 
Getting to City Hall 

The address for City Hall is The Queen's Walk, London, SE1 2AA. We are the distinctive curved glass 
building just along from HMS Belfast. We’re about a 10 minute walk from London Bridge station and 
fifteen minutes from Tower Hill and Tower Gateway. For further information on how to find City Hall 
visit our website.  

mailto:tom.gill@london.gov.uk
http://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/our-building-and-squares/how-find-city-hall
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Programme 

9:30  Opening remarks by Nicky Gavron AM, Deputy Chair of the Planning Committee and 

Mayoral spokesperson (TBC) 

 

9:40 Why the green belt is central to our future 

Dame Fiona Reynolds, ex-Director General, National Trust 

 

FIRST SESSION CHAIRED BY DAME FIONA REYNOLDS 

PRESENTATIONS FOLLOWED BY QUESTIONS 

 

9:50 The Green Belt - London’s Natural Capital 

Dieter Helm, Professor of Energy Policy, University of Oxford and Chair, Natural Capital 

Committee 

10:40 Preventing urban sprawl and strengthening the compact city 

Janet Askew, Town Planner and Past President of Royal Town Planning Institute 

11:10 Coffee break 

 

SECOND SESSION CHAIRED BY PHILIPP RODE 

PRESENTATIONS FOLLOWED BY QUESTIONS 

 

11:30 Green infrastructure benefits and conflicts - the European experience 

David Stanners, Head of Partnerships and Networks, European Environment Agency 

 

12:05 Panel discussion 

Back to the future: reaffirming the value of the green belt 

Shaun Spiers and Alice Roberts, CPRE 

Chris Brown, Igloo Regeneration  

Ben Derbyshire, HTA Design 

Janet Askew (as above) 

David Stanners (as above) 

 

12:50 Lunch and refreshments 

 

AFTERNOON CHAIRED BY BARONESS BARBARA YOUNG 

 

13:40 

 

13:50 

Introduction from Shirley Rodrigues, Deputy Mayor for Environment and Energy 

 

Green belt – a new future for a past success 

Baroness Young, Chair, Woodland Trust and Ex-CEO, Environment Agency 

 

14:05 London’s future is dependent on the green belt  

Noel Farrer, Immediate Past President, Landscape Institute 

 

QUESTIONS TO BARONESS YOUNG AND NOEL FARRER 
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14:45 Panel discussion 

How can we increase the value of the green belt? 

Mike Walton, London Transport Museum 

Sue Morgan, Wandle Valley Regional Park 

Kate Ashbrook, Open Spaces Society and Ramblers 

Mathew Frith, London Wildlife Trust 

15:50 Response and next steps by Shirley Rodrigues, Deputy Mayor for Environment and 

Energy 

 

16:00 Close by Nicky Gavron 
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Speakers’ biographies 

Dame Fiona Reynolds 

Dame Fiona Reynolds is a lifelong conservationist.  She became Master of Emmanuel College, Cambridge 
in 2012 after leading the National Trust, of which she was Director-General from 2001-2012. Before 
that she was Director of the Women’s Unit in the Cabinet Office (1998-2000), Director of the Council 
for the Protection of Rural England (1987-98) and Secretary to the Council for National Parks (1980-
87). Fiona is the Senior Non-Executive Director on the Executive Board of the BBC, a Non-Executive 
Director of Wessex Water, and chairs the Cambridge University Botanic Garden, the Green Alliance, the 
International National Trusts Organisation and the Cathedrals Fabric Commission for England. Fiona was 
appointed a CBE for services to the environment and conservation in 1998 and a DBE in 2008 and her 
book, The Fight for Beauty was published in 2016.  
 
Professor Dieter Helm 

Dieter Helm is an Official Fellow in Economics at New College, Oxford, Professor of Energy Policy at the 
University of Oxford, Professorial Research Fellow of the Smith School of Enterprise and the 
Environment, Chair of the Natural Capital Committee and member of the LEEP Advisory Board for the 
University of Exeter.  Yale University Press published the paperback edition of his recent book - Natural 
Capital: Valuing the Planet, in 2016. 
 
Janet Askew 

Janet Askew is a Past President of the Royal Town Planning Institute. During her forty year career in 
planning, she has worked as a planner in the public and private sectors, and in academia for the past 25 
years. Her main area of research is the British planning system, specialising in regulatory regimes and 
their role in neighbourhood and city planning, as well as development processes. She is the RTPI’s UK 
representative on the European Council of Spatial Planners, and is a founding member of the 
International Garden Cities Institute.  
 
Philipp Rode 

Philipp Rode is Executive Director of LSE Cities and Associate Professorial Research Fellow at the 
London School of Economics and Political Science. He is co-director of the LSE Executive MSc in Cities 
and the Urban Age Programme. As researcher, consultant and advisor he has been directing 
interdisciplinary projects comprising urban governance, transport, city planning and urban design at the 
LSE since 2003. The focus of his current work is on institutional structures and governance capacities of 
cities and on sustainable urban development, transport and mobility. He is co-directing the cities 
workstream of the Global Commission on the Economy and Climate and has co-led the United Nations 
Habitat III Policy Unit on Urban Governance. He has previously led the coordination of the chapters on 
Green Cities and Green Buildings for the United Nations Environment Programme’s Green Economy 
Report.  
 
 
David Stanners 

David Stanners is Head of the Partnerships and Networking Programme at the European Environment 
Agency (EEA). He has been a senior manager at the EEA in Copenhagen since 1995. Over this period, 
David has worked extensively at the science-policy interface with the EU to support environment and 
sustainability policy and decision-making. His current responsibilities include the management and 
coordination of Eionet (the European environment Information and Observation Network), cooperation 
with the EU neighbourhood countries (East and South) and the development of cooperation between 
the EEA and international organisations, particularly UNECE, UNEP, and non-European bodies, to 
promote the development and sharing of environmental knowledge to support sustainable development. 
David holds a PhD in Environmental Sciences from Lancaster University. His current interests include: 
integrated assessment & sustainability science; scenarios & precaution; risk, uncertainty & complexity; 
lay, local and traditional knowledge and citizen science.  
 
Chris Brown 
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Chris Brown is Chief Executive of Igloo Regeneration, the fund's development manager. He is also a 
director of Blueprint, the Chrysalis Fund and Carillion Igloo. He is also a member of the UK 
Government’s Property Advisory Panel, the UK Heritage Investment Working Group and a member of 
the editorial panel for the Journal of Regeneration and Renewal. Chris has been a member of the 
government's Urban Sounding Board, director of BURA, chair of the RICS Regeneration panel, a CABE 
Regional Design Ambassador, and member of the Princes Foundation projects panel, the Regen-Now 
centre of excellence steering group, the A6 Single Regeneration Budget Board and advisor to 'The 
Castleford Project', Channel 4's TV series on regeneration.  
 
Alice Roberts 

Alice Roberts is currently Head of Green Space Campaigns at the Campaign to Protect Rural England 
(CPRE) London. She spent many years at the Local Government Association campaigning on behalf of 
England’s £5 billion local government environment sector and has also held roles at Defra and delivering 
Lottery funding. Before that she completed an internship in the EU’s trade directorate and more recently 
spent two years with the Campaign for Better Transport. 
 
Shaun Spiers 

Shaun Spiers has led CPRE since 2004. Previously he was Chief Executive of ABCUL, the credit union 
trade association. From 1994 to 1999, he was an MEP for the South East, serving on the European 
Parliament’s Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee. He is a trustee of Sustain, the alliance for food 
and farming, and was a founder trustee of Civic Voice. 
 
Ben Derbyshire 

Ben Derbyshire is Chair of HTA Design LLP, a design consultancy to the home building industry, 
practicing ‘creative collaboration’ in a range of professional and other disciplines. He has built up broad-
ranging expertise through involvement in much of HTA’s work in regeneration, masterplanning, housing 
and mixed use design. Ben stood as a candidate for election to the Presidency of the RIBA, and was 
successful in a ballot of members in August 2016.  His term will run for two years from September 2017. 
Ben was also elected to the Council of the Royal Institute of British Architects for a three year term 
commencing in September 2014.  
 
Baroness Barbara Young 

Baroness Young has been a Member of the House of Lords since 1997 and is a member of the Science 
and Technology Select Committee. In addition, she is Chair of the Woodland Trust and Chancellor of 
Cranfield University. Barbara is President, Vice-president, ambassador or patron of a range of 
environmental and conservation charities, including RSPB, Birdlife International, The South Georgia 
Heritage Trust, Flora and Fauna International, Plantlife, the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire, Lantra, the Institute of Ecological and Environmental 
Management.   
 
Noel Farrer 

Noel Farrer is a Landscape Architect and urban designer who has run his own award winning practice for 
20 years. He is recent past president and Fellow of the Landscape Institute where he campaigns for 
landscape led place making. As a passionate advocate for the social and environmental importance of 
high quality landscapes, he contributes actively to the Government’s Design Advisory panel for housing, 
Design Council CABE’s Infrastructure and Design Panels as well as other regional panels. Noel is a 
regular columnist and visiting lecturer on landscape architecture. His design clients include The Royal 
Parks, Great Portland Estates, U+I, Peabody Trust and many local councils, delivering projects ranging 
from housing, education, parks and public realm. 
 
Mathew Frith 

Mathew Frith has almost 30 years’ experience of land management policy and practice in urban nature 
conservation with voluntary organisations, public bodies and government agencies, such as the London 
Ecology Unit, English Nature and Peabody.  He has managed nature reserves, and developed policies to 



 

Planning Committee 

 

 

advocate the protection, creation and promotion of natural greenspaces. He co-founded 
Neighbourhoods Green in 2003, a programme to raise the quality of the landscapes owned and 
managed by social landlords, now being taken forward by the National Housing Federation and other 
partners. He is a member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology & Environmental Management, the 
Society for the Environment, and a Green Flag Award judge.  
 
Sue Morgan 

Sue Morgan began work as the part time consultant CEO for the Wandle Valley Regional Park Trust in 
January 2014 through her company Around the Block. Sue is a landscape architect, further education 
lecturer, and trained horticulturist. Sue started her career as one of the last apprentice gardeners for the 
Greater London Council. Prior to founding Around the Block, Sue held senior posts with London 
Borough of Southwark, Better Bankside BID, Groundwork London, BSRIA and Notting Hill and 
Southwark Urban Study Centres. She has worked across the public, private and voluntary sectors in 
London and the South. Sue holds external positions as a long standing built environment expert for 
Design Council CABE, Director of the Park Alliance Board, Trustee for the Bankside Open Space Trust 
and is a Civic Trust Buildings & Landscape Awards Assessor. In addition Sue contributes to the GLA 
Green Steering Group. 
 
Michael Walton 

Michael worked for Transport for London and its subsidiary London Transport Museum for over 44 years 
and was responsible for the Museum's innovative trading activities including the master planning of the 
150 years of London Underground celebrations. Michael has commissioned nearly 200 Transport for 
London posters from 1996 to date. As well as a comprehensive knowledge of TfL's poster archive, 
Michael is a noted lecturer on London's transport history and the current and future national transport 
landscape. 
 
Kate Ashbrook 

Kate Ashbrook has been the general secretary of the Open Spaces Society, Britain’s oldest national 
conservation body, since 1984.  She is also a vice-president and trustee of the Ramblers and Area 
Footpath Secretary of the Ramblers Buckinghamshire, Milton Keynes and West Middlesex Area which 
includes five outer London Boroughs.  She is a trustee of the Campaign for National Parks and a 
member of the Institute for Public Rights of Way and Access Management.  Born and brought up in 
Denham Village in the London green belt, Kate is a campaigner for people’s rights to enjoy paths and 
open spaces in town and country.  In 2003 she won a case in the Court of Appeal which led to the 
reopening of the illegally-blocked ‘Hoogstraten’ footpath in East Sussex. 
 


