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London 

London has about a fifth of all the 
crime in England and Wales. 

It has nearly 9 million people and a 
huge number of visitors. 

It is a target for terrorism. 

Some crime is increasing: 

• More people are reporting 
domestic abuse, rape and sexual 
offences 

• Hate crime is increasing. Especially 
racial and religious hate crime. 
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• Gangs of criminals are bringing 
more people into the country 
illegally to work as slaves 

• Online crime is growing very 
quickly 

Other crime is decreasing like burglary 
and car theft. 

The number of people who commit 
offences is decreasing, but those who 
do commit crimes are committing 
more offences. 

People who are vulnerable are more 
likely to be the victim of crime than 
other people. 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A better police service 

In recent years there have been cuts 
to the amount of money for policing 
in London. 

This has meant: 

• Fewer police community support 
officers and civilian staff 

• Police stations being shut 

But Londoners want to have more 
local neighbourhood police offices 
who can: 

• Get to know their local area and 
the people who live there. 

• Focus on the particular problems 
in their local area. 

Our focus is on: 

• Making communities safer 

• Building trust and confidence 

• Bringing criminals to justice 
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We want to: 

• Have police where people 
need them:  

‣ In their communities 

‣ On the move 

‣ Online 

‣ At night 

‣ At work 

• Have more protection for victims 
and vulnerable people 

• Improve the way people think 
about the Metropolitan Police 

Police where people 
need them 
We want our police to help to prevent 
crimes as well as deal with crimes 
when they happen. 

Local police will work with other 
people in your local community to 
solve the problems that lead to crime. 
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We want each local area of London to 
have 2 police constables and one 
police community support officer. 

On the move 
This is about keeping people safe as 
they travel around London. 

Feeling safe on public transport is very 
important for people who use it. 

We now have 100 police officers 
patrolling the new night tube train 
service. 

We have specially trained transport 
and traffic officers. 

The Mayor wants to reduce the 
number of cars and increase the 
number of people walking, cycling and 
using public transport. 

This should make our streets a more 
healthy place for people. 

The Mayor is also working to make 
roads safer by reducing the number of 
people killed or seriously injured by 
traffic. 
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At work 

It is very important that people 
are safe at work 

We will work with businesses to 
make places of work safer.  

We will support business groups to 
work with the police to help them cut 
crime. 

Our work with business groups in 
Westminster has already led to a big 
reduction in thefts from people. 

Our work with one large business 
has led to much less violence in 
their shops. 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At night 

London has an exciting night life. 

We are working with London’s Night 
Czar. Amy Lamé, to make it as safe as 
possible. 

Problems are caused by a few people 
who have drunk too much alcohol. 

All pubs, bars and clubs need an 
alcohol licence. We are going to look 
at how we can better use the licence 
to make sure that pubs, bars, and 
clubs do all they can to cut down anti-
social behaviour and crime. 

Online 
A lot of crime against businesses is 
now online. We are working to protect 
the London against cyber attacks. We 
are also helping to protect small and 
medium sized businesses against 
online crime. 

We now have 270 officers 
investigating fraud and cyber crime. 
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Protecting victims and 
vulnerable people 
We want to keep victims informed 
about the investigation of their 
care. 

We have specialist officers who have 
been trained to work with vulnerable 
people when they have been a victim 
of crime. 

We are setting up 2 teams who are 
trained to work with people with 
mental health problems when they 
have been involved in a crime. 

Protecting London from 
terrorism 
The Metropolitan Police has years of 
experience in investigating and 
preventing terrorism. 

We have been looking at what we 
need to do in a terrorist emergency.  

We will make improvements to what 
we do to prevent an attack. 
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The most important way to prevent 
terrorism is to have good community 
policing.  

Local police can work with local 
communities to look out for things 
that might lead to an attack and be 
ready to deal with situations. 

Dealing with serious crime 

Serious crime is often committed by 
large organisations or gangs of 
criminals. 

Local policing is important in tackling 
serious organised criminals. 

But we also work with other police 
forces in Britain and around the world 
to tackle gangs that work in many 
different places. 
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Being ready for emergencies 

The police have an important job 
when there is an emergency. 

We have plans ready and our officers 
are trained so that we can deal with 
an emergency quickly. 

We have plans so that:  

• Officers know what they 
have to do 

• Senior officers can quickly 
take control and organise the 
police work 

• We can communicate and work 
with the other organisations to 
deal with the emergency. 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Public events 

London has lots of public events like: 

• Demonstrations 

• Celebrations 

• National sporting events 

• Concerts and festivals 

The Metropolitan Police will continue 
to help people to enjoy and take part 
in these events in safety and security. 

Cyber emergencies 

A cyber emergency is when criminals 
or a foreign country tries to damage 
our computer networks. 

We work with other government 
agencies to be ready to deal with a 
cyber emergency. 

We have our own Cyber Crime unit 
which deals with fraud and other 
crime online. 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A better Criminal Justice 
Service for London 

The Criminal Justice system is made 
up of many different organisations 
including: 

• The Crown Prosecution Service - 
who decide which cases should go 
to court 

• The Courts 

• The Prison and Probation Service 

• The Youth Custody service 

Victims of crime can be very 
vulnerable. They need care and 
support to help them to recover from 
their experiences. 

A lot of crime is committed by people 
who have committed other crimes in 
the past. 

!14



We want to focus on: 

• Helping the victims of crime 

• Getting people to stop committing 
crimes again and again 

Victims of crime 

Greater responsibility for the Criminal 
Justice System in London is now going 
to move from the British Government 
to the Mayor of London. This means 
the service will become better for 
people in London. 

We will also: 

• Have a Victim’s Commissioner who 
will improve the way the police 
and justice service work with 
victims 

• Make sure we give victims all the 
different services they need 

• When it is right to do so, give 
victims a chance to explain to the 
criminal what the crime has done 
to them 
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Reducing reoffending 

About a third of people who commit 
minor crimes go on to commit 
another crime. 

Prison is expensive and doesn’t work 
for minor crimes. It should be kept for 
serious and dangerous criminals. 

We will: 

• Carry on trying out new ways to 
deal with criminals who keep on 
committing crimes 

• Look at which ways of dealing with 
different offenders works best 

• Do more with people in prison so 
they don’t commit crimes when 
they come out 

• Work with other organisations to 
help people who come out of 
prison to get training and a job 
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Keeping children safe 
We want to reduce the number of 
crimes that harm children and young 
people like: 

• Knife crime 

• Crimes caused by gangs 

• Sexual Abuse 

We will: 

• Have more schools officers who 
work to protect young people 

• Focus on the public places where 
crime is most likely to happen to 
young people 

• Work together with other 
organisations to keep children safe 
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• Work with local councils to 
increase the work we are doing 
keep young people safe and to 
help them in the best way if they 
become a victim of crime. 

• Work with other organisations to 
be tough on knife crime. We will 
make it harder for young people to 
get a knife. 

• Stop and search young people who 
we think are carrying knives 

• Push for tougher punishment for 
people who have taken part in 
knife crime 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Tackling crime against 
women and girls 

Too many women and girls suffer 
harassment, abuse and violence. 

Sometimes this is from strangers but 
often it is from partners and family 
members.  

Often women and girls don’t come 
forward and report the abuse that 
they are suffering. 

We want to: 

• Encourage more people who are 
abused at home to come forward 
so we can help them 

• Encourage more people who 
have been sexually abused to 
come forward so we can help 
them 

• Work closely with other 
organisations to campaign 
against bad attitudes towards 
women and girls 

• Increase the training to people 
who work with vulnerable woman 
and girls 
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Tackling hate crime 

Hate crime is where some suffers 
from a crime because of their race, 
religion, gender, or because they are 
gay or disabled.  

Hate crime can be very upsetting and 
frightening. 

Often people don’t come forward and 
report hate crimes. 

We will: 

• Take every report of a hate crime 
very seriously 

• Support people who have suffered 
a hate crime better 

• Help more people to understand 
about hate crime and how to 
report it 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For more information 

If you want more information please 
contact: 

Public Liaison Unit 
Greater London Authority 
City Hall 
The Queen’s Walk 
More London 
London SE1 2AA 

Telephone: 020 7983 4100 

Minicom: 020 7983 4458 

Web: www.london.gov.uk/mopac 

Easy read by easy-read-online.co.uk
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