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Minutes 30 September 2010 
 
Violence against Women and Girls Panel Meeting 
 
 

 
Attendees 
Valerie Brasse (VB)   Panel Vice Chair and MPA Member (Chair)  
Professor Sir George Alberti (GA)  NHS London 
Lynne Abrams (LA)   MPA  
Kuljit Dhillon (KD)   London Criminal Justice Partnership 
DS Jason Ashwood (JA)  MPS 
Kevin Hyland (KH)   MPS 
Phyllida Knight (PK)   LB Ealing 
Anne Clark (AC)   LB Islington  
Carl Bussey (CB)   MPS TP 
Nicola Weller (NW)   Nia Project    
James Lee (James)   LB Lambeth  
Jade Holvey (JH)   LB Lambeth 
Marai Larasi (ML)   Imkaan 
Jill Maddison (JM)   LB Croydon  
Sophie Davies (SD)   Victim Support 
Jain Lemom (Jain)   GLA  
Yeliz Osman (YO)   GLA  
Pathumal Ali (PA)   GLA (Minutes) 
John Richards (JR)   LB Redbridge 
 
Apologies:  Jane Smith (TSA), Andrew Morley (LCJP), Natalie Reynolds (LB Ealing), 
Richard J Martin (MPS), Caroline Bates (MPS), Cdr Steve Rodhouse (MPS) and Miriam 
Merkova (Toynbee Hall), Carlene Firmin (ROTA),  
  

1. Welcome and introductions  
VB welcomed attendees some of which had been specially invited to this meeting to 
focus on specific issues and come up with possible outcomes to take forward. VB 
introduced Prof Sir George Alberti who is the new health representative on the VAWG 
Panel.  GA spoke a bit about his background and experience in the health sector. GA 
went on to inform the group that the first Health Roundtable for VAW was held at City 
Hall two weeks ago, which was well received by attendees.   The idea is to have a health 
subgroup that sits under the London VAWG panel to oversee the health aspects of the 
VAWG strategy. VB requested that the work of the health subgroup feeds into the main 
panel.  VB wants to ensure that the work of the health group is fed into the main panel 
and that meetings are coordinated in line with the timing of the Panel meetings.  
 
Action: VB requested that once a health sub group was established that GLA officers 
ensure that meetings are coordinated around the Panel meetings and that the group 
reports back regularly to the Panel. 
 



 
2. London Councils Survey Results  
 
Jain provided a brief summary of the preliminary findings of the survey on behalf of 
London Councils. The findings were based on responses from 21 Boroughs.  After 
presenting some of the main findings panel members from the LB of Lambeth and LB of 
Croydon stated that they felt this did not reflect all of the information they had provided 
through the survey.  Jain stressed that London Councils had not completed all of the 
analysis.  Other panel members were concerned that the survey was not circulated to the 
London VAWG Panel for comment and input therefore it might not capture all of the 
information required.  VB asked for the VAWG communications group to pick up the 
process of communicating the survey to ensure that if the survey is to be published or 
shared with a wider audience, that the findings are verified for accuracy.   
 
Action: Review findings of LCs survey and process of communicating findings to be 
picked up through VAWG Comms subgroup 
 
 

3. Key Elements of an integrated VAWG response locally  
 
Attendees were split into three groups and VB asked them to focus on three areas: 
 

 Service provision that is crucial to tackle VAWG 

 How services should be commissioned i.e. locally, regionally or sub-regionally 
and who should commission them 

 Governance/accountability and scrutiny arrangements 
 
Group 1 looked at the above in the context of prevention; Group 2 looked at early 
intervention services for those at risk and Group 3 looked at services for those who have 
experienced violence was asked to look at different  
 
Action VB: Re-package discussions from special panel meeting in terms of consensus on 
key services, commissioning arrangements  
 
The table in the appendix repackages the discussions in terms of consensus on key 
services, commissioning arrangements and lobbying priorities. 
 
Refuges in London  
 
James provided a brief update on the position of refuges in London. Attendees were 
informed of the difficulties of commissioning refuge services by borough.  These 
services have the potential to be cut first because in most cases refuge places are 
provided to victims who come from outside the borough.  These are not on the whole 
services for local communities and therefore, they are likely to be cut or reduced in the 
current climate.  The demand is regional and national and there is currently inequity in 
terms of investment by boroughs across London.  Lambeth Council is very keen for the 
GLA/London Councils to promote pan-London commissioning of refuge provision and 
for a regional body to take on the role of commissioning these services.  James has 
spoken to Supporting People officers in Southwark, Lewisham, Croydon and Bromley.  
All except Bromley were also keen to pursue this approach.  James suggested that the 
GLA and London Councils were the appropriate bodies to take this issue forward in 



London.  VB stated that before any lobbying could be done around commissioning it 
would be good numbers of refuge spaces across London. 
 
KH informed the group that the Poppy Project provides safe accommodation for victims 
of trafficking regardless of where they live nationally and a similar system should be in 
place for other forms of violence. 
 
Action: Establish how many refuge spaces there are across London and whether the 
current level of provision is adequate. Actively explore the possibility of pan-London 
commissioning to both protect current services and ensure the effective planning and 
development of future ones. 
 
Implications of Court Changes  
SD from victim support provided an update on the recent proposals about the possible 
closure of a number of courts in London. SD informed attendees that savings were 
needed to be made in the court services. An EQIA would be carried out after the 
consultation comes to a close. 
 
VB: Proposed that this item be a watching brief and it brought back to the panel once 
findings from the consultation are published and we are aware of the risks. 
 
Next Panel meeting 
10 November 13.30-16.45, City Hall, CR3 
 
Summary of actions 
 
Actions from VAWGP Meeting of 30 September 2010  

 

 

Action  Date 

raised 

Deadline Progress Lead 

individual/ag

ency 

Status 

Health sub group 
to report and 
feedback to the 
VAWG Panel and to 
ensure that the 
timings of meetings 
coincide with the 
VAWG Panel 

30 Sept 
2010  

Quarterly, 
ahead of 
each Panel 
meeting 

 George Alberti 
(NHS) and 
Helen Bowes 
(GLA) 

 

Review findings of 
LCs survey and 
process of 
communicating 
findings to be 
picked up through 
VAWG Comms 
subgroup 

30 Sept 
2010 

10 Nov 
Panel 
meeting 
(TBC) 

 London 
Councils 

 

Re-package 
discussions from 
special panel 
meeting in terms of 

30 Sept 
2010 

10 Nov 
Panel 
meeting 

 GLA  



consensus on key 
services, 
commissioning 
arrangements and 
lobbying priorities  

Once GLA VAW 
Workplace Policy 
has been 
developed, this 
should be shared 
with Panel 
members to try and 
get this embedded 
across all agencies.  
Workplace policy 
should include a 
zero tolerance 
policy towards staff 
who are guilty of 
perpetrating 
VAWG. 

30 Sept 
2010 

Early 2011  GLA  

Map out what 
London boroughs 
are doing around 
White Ribbon and 
International EVAW 
day 

30 Sept 
2010 

10 Nov 
Panel 
meeting 

 GLA  

Establish how many 
refuge spaces there 
are across London 
and whether the 
current level of 
provision is 
adequate. Actively 
explore the 
possibility of pan-
London 
commissioning to 
both protect 
current services and 
ensure the 
effective planning 
and development 
of future ones. 

30 Sept 
2010 

ASAP  GLA  

London VAWG 
Panel to keep a 
watching brief of 
court changes –
issue to return to 
the panel if there 
are particular issues 
that need 

30 Sept 
2010 

  GLA  



addressing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix: An integrated approach to violence against women and girls  
 
An integrated approach to violence against women and girls  
 
Service provision table 
 

Key services Prevention Early 
interventions 

Women who 
have 
experienced 
violence 

Commissioning  

Co-location of services/one-
stop shop/Family Justice 
Model 

X X X   

Floating support/Outreach 
work 

  X X   

Specialist counseling for 
sexual violence, domestic 
violence and other forms of 
VAWG 

    X sub-regional 

Independent Domestic 
Violence Advocates (IDVAs) 
and Independent Sexual 
Violence Advocates (ISVAs) 

    X local 

Multi-Agency Risk 
Assessment Conferences 
(MARACs) 

    X local 

Refuge provision including 
specialist refuges for women 
with substance misuse needs 

    X Pan-London 

Rape Crisis Centres       Sub-regional 

Havens       Pan-London 



Specialist services for women 
and girls who have 
experienced FGM, FM and 
HBV 

      Pan-London/sub-
regional 

Diversion schemes and 
exiting support for women in 
prostitution 

    X Sub-regional 

Sanctuary schemes     X local 

Routine and clinical enquiry 
in health settings e.g. Mosaic 
model in women's services, 
Reach in A&E, and IRIS based 
in GPS, GUM clinics, sex 
worker projects, drug and 
alcohol services 

  X X local/sub-regional 

VAWG education programmes 
for children and young 
people at schools, colleges, 
universities including out of 
school programmes, social 
media etc 

X       

Community prevention work 
with communities that 
practice FGM, forced 
marriage and “honour”-based 
violence 

X X   Pan-London 

Early years interventions for 
children 0-3 years 

X X     

Publicising services so that 
they are more visible to 
professionals 

X X     

Children who witness VAW 
programmes/services that 
picks up children from the 
moment the police are called 
out. 

X X X   



Services to engage younger 
women e.g. independent 
counselors, outreach work in 
schools and youth clubs 

  X X   

Support services for elderly 
people and people with 
learning disabilities who 
experience gender based 
violence 

  X X   

Services to work with women 
offenders 

X   X   

Training for generic statutory 
services 

X X     

Voluntary and statutory 
Perpetrator Programmes and 
mentoring for young 
offenders 

X X   Sub-regional? 

Out of school programmes, 
colleges and universities, 
social networking websites 

X       

 
 
Other key initiatives identified that are not sevices. 

 

 

Dissemination of public messages around VAWG to raise awareness and challenge the 
acceptability.  Work with celebrities, politicians etc to achieve this. 

Banning of sex advertisements in newspapers. 

VAWG workplace policies to outline what happens to employees who are convicted of 
VAWG offences and support available for employees e.g. counselling. 

Publicising the new offence around paying for sexual services with those who have been 
exploited. 

 
 


