
 

MINUTES  
 

Meeting:  London Food Board  
Date:  Friday 23 March 2018  
Time:  14.00 pm  
Place:  Committee Room 4, City Hall, 

The Queen's Walk, London, 
SE1 2AA  

 
Agendas and minutes of the meetings of the London Food Board and its subordinate bodies are 
published at https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/business-and-economy/food/london-food-
board (except in those cases where information may be exempt from disclosure under the 
Freedom of Information Act). Meetings are not held in public and are only open to those invited to 
attend by the Chair. 
 
 

Present: 
 

Members: 

 
 

 
GLA Officers: 

Claire Pritchard (Chair) Mark Ainsbury, Principal Policy Officer 
Tim Baker    
Kemi Atijosan                                              
Dr Helen Crawley  
Dr Melanie Smith 
Lorna Hegenbarth 
Helen Evans 
Anna Taylor OBE 
Laura Wellesley 
Sarah Williams (job share) 
Andrew Opie                          
Lindsey Boswell 
Professor Corinna Hawkes (job share) 

Anna Morell, Principal Policy Officer  
Lisa Bennett, Principal Policy Officer 
Liam Weeks, Senior Project and Policy Officer 
(minutes) 
Jamie Izzard, Senior Manager, SMEs, Food 
and LEAP 
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1. Introductions, apologies and declarations of interest (Item 1) 
 
1.1 Apologies for absence were received from Minette Batters, Kath Dalmeny (job share 

with Sarah Williams), Ufi Ibrahim, Angela Malik, Professor Tim Lang (job share with 
Professor Corinna Hawkes), Jo Ralling and Dee Wood.  Lorna Hegenbarth, Food 
Chain Adviser, NFU, was present on behalf of Minette Batters.  

 
1.2 Sarah Williams declared an interest in Capital Growth, Urban Food Fortnight and the 

Good Food for London and Beyond the Food Bank reports as Sustain received 
funding for these projects from the Mayor’s Food Programme. Helen Evans declared 
an interest as CEO of Covent Garden Market Authority which had been awarded 
funding through the Mayor’s Good Growth Fund to support the Mission Kitchen at the 
Food Exchange project. 

 

2. Welcome from the New London Food Board Chair (Item 2) 
 
2.1 The new Chair of the Board Claire Pritchard welcomed Members to the meeting. 

Claire had been appointed as the new Chair by the Mayor of London following the 
departure of Rosie Boycott earlier this year. The Chair confirmed she would step 
down as Chair of the Boroughs Food Group and that an existing member of the 
London Food Board will be appointed Chair of the Group in due course.  

 
2.2 The Chair confirmed GLA food policy officers had coordinated three induction 

meetings with the new Chair to discuss the role of the London Food Board going 
forwards, the development and delivery of the London Food Strategy and direction 
and priorities for the Mayor’s food programme.  
 

2.3 The Chair outlined her vision for the role and how members could each support 
priorities relating to the delivery of the upcoming London Food Strategy by supporting 
the food policy officers managing the Mayor’s food programme, members 
championing different workstreams, inspiring progress, identifying new project 
opportunities and reviewing existing policy positions.  
 

2.4 All members were encouraged to attend the London Food Board’s sub-group, the 
Boroughs Food Group, which meets quarterly and is attended by key external 
stakeholders representing London’s local authorities, national bodies and third sector 
organisations. This could help members widen their awareness of the work taking 
place across London’s food system at a local level and inspire ideas for new 
workstreams that could be taken forward by Task and Finish groups.  
 

2.5 Members were also asked to think how the Board could best feed into other related 
groups such as the Child Obesity Taskforce and the London Markets Board.  
 

2.6 In their feedback, members agreed that identifying areas within the London Food 
Strategy which they could support was an immediate priority. This could include using 
existing networks, initiatives and events members are involved with to champion 
specific priorities or commitments. For example, the 2019 International Public 
Markets Conference or activity that coincides with Waltham Forest Borough of culture 
events were opportunities to showcase good food as a key policy area for London.  
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2.7 It was also highlighted how important it is for members to understand each other’s 
respective roles and sector expertise. This could be done by site visits and Board 
meetings on the same day or five minute updates at Board meetings.  
 

2.8 DECISIONS: 
 

(a) Food policy officers to work with the Chair and members to map their areas 
of expertise and responsibility. This would help inform the development of 
a workplan over the coming months to support the delivery of the upcoming 
London Food Strategy and other relevant priorities.  
 

(b) Members to share published minutes with their networks and the Chair to 
investigate the possibility of a regular blog. 

 

3. Other Mayoral strategies (Item 3) 
 
3.1 Liam Weeks, Senior Project and Policy Officer, presented a paper on of how and 

where food has been integrated into four key statutory Mayoral Strategies: the 
London Plan, the Economic Development Strategy, London Health Inequalities 
Strategy and London Environment Strategy.  
 

3.2 Members were also briefed on how the latest draft of the London Food Strategy 
aligned with the content of these statutory strategies.  
 

3.3 The London Plan, a strategic document that would act as a policy framework for all 
local development plans across London, was particularly significant. The draft, which 
went out to consultation between 1 December 2017 and 2 March 2018, contained 
proposals to ban any new A5 hot food takeaways from opening within 400m of an 
existing or proposed primary or secondary school. Moreover, where any A5 hot food 
takeaway would be granted permission to open, it would have to apply and comply 
with the Healthier Catering Commitment accreditation. 
 

3.4 Given its influence, comments on the consultation draft of the London Plan would 
now be reviewed by the independent Planning Inspector appointed by the Secretary 
of State to carry out the Examination in Public for the London Plan. At the Examination 
in Public, which was due to take place later this year, anyone who commented may 
be invited to discuss their comments. 

 

4. London Food Strategy (Item 4) 
 
Advertising - this item is restricted. 
 
Timeline 
4.1 Mark Ainsbury, Principal Policy Officer, updated members on the development of the 

London Food Strategy. The latest draft was submitted to the Mayor’s Office for 
approval on 21 March 2018. Once photos and annexes had been incorporated, the 
final draft for consultation would be sent to the Mayoral team for approval. Mark 
thanked members for their help and comments on the strategy and stated that a 
glossary, the definition of sustainable food and a profile of the London Food Board 
would be included in the final version as annexes. Members discussed the inclusion 
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of a section outlining a vision for good food in London and were informed by officers 
that this content has been included within the introduction and executive summary in 
order to simplify the structure and layout of the document.  
 

Consultation 
4.2 The consultation period would begin after the pre-election period ended in May. It 

would last for 8 weeks. Food policy officers had been working with colleagues in the 
GLA Opinion Research and Statistics team to develop a consultation plan. This would 
soon be finalised and would outline insight requirements for the consultation against 
each of the six settings within the current draft of the London Food Strategy.  
 

4.3 The GLA Opinion Research and Statistics team would focus on public engagement 
and research activity, delivered through the Talk London platform and YouGov polling 
programme. Surveys and discussions through Talk London would endeavour to cover 
the full-scope of strategy content but where certain strategy areas required more 
robust research insight, the YouGov polling programme or qualitative research 
through focus group sessions would be utilised.  
 

4.4 The food policy team was managing consultation with stakeholder organisations and 
officers would procure an external consultant to support the coding and analysis of 
responses from these organisations. Once the consultation period has ended, the 
responses from members of the public and stakeholder organisations will inform a 
Consultation Response Report and the content of the final London Food Strategy.   
 

4.5 Members were encouraged to use the consultation period as an opportunity to 
engage their networks and utilise events to ensure that any gaps in the consultation 
draft of the strategy are plugged and areas that need strengthening are addressed. 
Members were concerned about how the Food Strategy would reach normal 
Londoners. Officers explained that there would be a page on london.gov.uk, 
consultation events and it would be shared with networks who would be encouraged 
to share the draft strategy. 

 
What priorities partners/ LFB members can lead on 
4.6 Liam Weeks presented a paper which listed each of the priorities that the draft London 

Food Strategy would ask external partners to lead on. Members were asked to collate 
and consolidate their thoughts on how they may be able to support these priorities 
and which other organisations and networks could be engaged to deliver against the 
priorities in partnership with the Mayor and GLA.  
 

4.7 The feedback from members would support the development of an action plan that 
would sit alongside the London Food Strategy and help food policy officers deliver, 
monitor and evaluate activity against each of the priorities.  
 

4.8 DECISION: 
 

(a) LW to circulate a table containing the priorities external partners would be 
asked to lead on for members to populate and provide feedback at the next 
meeting.  
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5. Food Programme 17/18 achievements (Item 5) 
 
5.1 Anna Morell, Principal Policy Officer, presented on the highlights and successes of 

the Mayor’s Food Programme over the past year.  
 

5.2 Funding had supported a wide range of initiatives including Food Poverty Action 
Plans, the Healthier Catering Commitment, Kitchen Social, Capital Growth and the 
Good Food for London and Beyond the Food Bank reports. Food policy officers also 
provide project management and in-kind support for a number of other workstreams 
including Crowdfund London and the Mayor’s Good Growth Fund.  
 

5.3 The Food Programme was managed and reviewed by food policy officers with the 
input of members. Officers would continue to work with members to ensure it supports 
and reflects the priorities and commitments outlined in the upcoming London Food 
Strategy.  
 

5.4 Members welcomed an overview of the work taking place across London’s food 
system as part of the Mayor’s Food programme alongside the development of the 
upcoming London Food Strategy. Discussions highlighted the potential for the 
Healthier Catering Commitment to incorporate national reformulation targets such as 
on salt as part of a new tiered level which will aim to engage larger retailers and 
wholesalers.  

 
5.5 DECISION: 
 

(a) LW to liaise with Board members and the Healthier Catering Commitment 
Working Group to discuss opportunities to strengthen its framework 
alongside the introduction of a new tiered level of accreditation.  

 
6. AOB (Item 6) 
 
6.1 Members were advised that London Food Board member Professor Corinna Hawkes 

had been appointed Vice-Chair of the Mayor’s Child Obesity Taskforce which had 
been formed to convene and lead London-wide action to tackle the issue. Paul 
Lindley has been appointed as Chair.  
 

6.2 The Taskforce would take a systemwide approach to work closer with strategic 
partners who bring insight, expertise and resources, to scale up what works, pilot new 
initiatives, and promote behavioural change. 
 

6.3 Its work would coordinate closely with the 5-year child obesity programme being 
delivered by Guys and St Thomas’ charity so that new approaches and interventions 
were shared with partners across London.  
 

6.4 The Taskforce would play an important role in joining up work taking place across the 
capital between groups such as the London Obesity Leadership Group, Child Obesity 
Partnership Board and London Obesity Leads Network.  
 

6.5 The Chair provided an update on the Boroughs Food Group. At a meeting on Friday 
16 March, LB Merton presented their Food Poverty Action Plan, providing an 

https://www.sustainweb.org/resources/files/reports/MERTON_Merton%20Food%20Poverty%20Action%20Plan%202018-20%20FINAL.PDF
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overview of their approach to assessing local need, establishing a robust governance 
structure and planning sustainable interventions to tackle levels of food poverty in the 
borough. There were also presentations on the Healthier Catering Commitment and 
the Healthy High Streets project being delivered by the Healthy London Partnership.  
 

6.6 The Chair thanked members of the Food Board for attending the Boroughs Food 
Group and encouraged those who had not yet to attend. Each meeting presented an 
opportunity to share best practice which helped foster new thinking. For example, LB 
Merton’s presentation led to discussions on a food payment model for families living 
in food poverty who could pay for a monthly supply of food at the beginning of each 
month to support better household budgets.  

 
6.7 Mark Ainsbury welcomed back Lisa Bennett who has been on maternity leave and 

thanked Anna Morell for her hard work as she was leaving the team. 
  

7. Date of next meeting (Item 8) 
 
7.1 Friday 15 June 2018 – location tbc.   
 

8. Close of meeting (Item 9) 
 
8.1 Meeting closed at 16:15pm 

 
 

 
Contact Officer:  Mark Ainsbury, Principal Policy Officer,  

Telephone:    0207 983 5754 

Email:   mark.ainsbury@london.gov.uk 

 

https://www.healthylondon.org/our-work/prevention/healthy-high-streets/
mailto:mark.ainsbury@london.gov.uk

