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1. Welcome and introductions by the Chair and declarations of interest 
(Item 1) 

 
1.1 Jamie Izzard (Senior Manager – EBPU) was introduced as the Senior Manager for 

the SMEs, Food and LEAP team, to whom the officers managing the Mayor’s food 
programme report directly.  

 
1.2 Ruth Mason, Chief Food Chain Adviser, NFU, is deputising for Minette Batters. 
 
1.3 Apologies for absence were received from Minette Batters, Andrew Opie, Corinna 

Hawkes, Lindsay Boswell, Ufi Ibrahim.                                                 
 
1.4 Kath Dalmeny and Sarah Williams declared an interest in Capital Growth, Urban 

Food Fortnight and Good Food for London and Beyond the Food Bank reports as 
those projects are part-funded by the Mayor’s Food Programme. No other 
declarations of interest were made.  

 
1.5 The Chair informed the board that the minutes and agenda for this board will be 

published online from the New Year in line with the Terms of Reference. 
 
1.6 The Chair asked that anyone who hasn’t signed their Terms of Reference to do so 

at the end of the meeting. 
 

2. London Food Board Chair (Item 2) 
 
2.1 The outgoing Chair thanked members for their hard work and contribution towards 

the achievements and successes of the London Food Board during her tenure. 
 
2.2 The role for the new Chair of the London Food Board is being advertised until 

Tuesday 16th January on the GLA website (https://www.london.gov.uk/about-
us/jobs-and-working-city-hall/current-vacancies/lfb2018-london-food-board-chair)   

 

3. London Food Strategy (Item 3) 
 
3.1 Mark Ainsbury, Principal Policy Officer, stated that since June, GLA officers 

managing the Mayor’s food programme have been working closely with members of 
the London Food Board, the Mayor’s Office and colleagues across City Hall to 
develop a first draft of the London Food Strategy.  

 
3.2 Members were presented with a confidential draft table summarising key sections 

within the draft Strategy. These included what actions the Mayor will take to deliver 
change, what the Mayor will do to inspire change, priorities that will be led by 
external partners and what other stakeholders (including businesses and 
individuals) across London can do to positively influence and change the food 
system.  

 
3.3 These commitments are framed within six separate settings: Food at home; Food 

shopping and eating out; Food in public institutions and communities; Food for 
maternity, early years, education and health; Food growing, community gardens 
and urban farming; Food and the environment.  
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3.4 The summary table is an indication of the content that would be drafted for inclusion 

in the consultation draft of the Strategy, to be published in early 2018.   
 
3.5 Members fed back on the need to include a focus on the role and impact of 

technology and disruptors such as Just Eat, Deliveroo (RooBox) in the food sector 
which will ensure that the strategy is forward looking. It was also argued that a 
comprehensive economic analysis of these disruptors must be carried out to 
contribute to a review of their impact on the food system and working practices.  

 
3.6 There was also a call to better integrate skills within the Strategy, fundamental to 

the growth and skills shortage in sectors such as hospitality and agriculture and to 
include recently published sustainable dietary guidelines.  

 
3.7 Members were given one week to respond to the summary table by email with 

comments and any suggested additions or amendments. 
 

4. Other Mayoral strategies (Item 4) 
 
4.1 Liam Weeks, Senior Policy and Project Officer, gave a presentation on how and 

where food has been integrated into other Mayoral Strategies. GLA officers 
managing the Mayor’s Food Programme have worked closely with colleagues 
across City Hall drafting other Mayoral strategies to ensure that food is sufficiently 
integrated across all relevant policy areas.  

 
4.2 Both the Mayor’s manifesto and A City for all Londoners demonstrated that food 

was not only on the Mayor’s agenda but that he recognised the significant 
opportunities and challenges it presented as a policy area. 

 
4.3 The Mayor’s draft London Plan was launched on the 29th November and Economic 

Development Strategy (EDS) will be launched on the 13th December. The 
consultation lasts until 2 March and 13 March 2018 respectively, links will be sent to 
board members on how to respond to these consultations. The London Plan will act 
as a policy framework for all local development plans across London and contains 
proposals to ban new A5 food outlets within 400m of schools and require any 
outlets outside this perimeter that are granted planning permission to operate in 
compliance with the Healthier Catering Commitment.  

 
4.4 The Mayor’s EDS identifies poverty as a hindrance to London’s economic growth 

and channels his desire to deliver both economic fairness and social integration. 
The EDS explicitly acknowledges the role healthy eating and the ability to access 
healthy and affordable food have in helping to address health inequalities. Members 
should respond as the London Food Board and as individuals. 

 
4.5 Similarly, other statutory Mayoral Strategies and vision documents such as the 

Health Inequalities Strategy (HIS) and Environment Strategy address food as a 
cross cutting issue and include commitments for the Mayor to convene and lead 
London-wide action to reduce childhood obesity, protect and encourage food 
growing spaces, promote London’s food experiences and tackle food waste through 
a circular approach to London’s use of resources. 
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4.6 Members have been engaging with the Environment Team on their feedback to the 

Environment Strategy.  
 
4.7 DECISION: 
 

(a) Members to get in touch with officers if they have any evidence to support 
the policy to ban new A5 food outlets within 400m of schools; and 

 
(b) LW to forward links to EDS and London Plan consultation pages; and 
 
(c) Members will coordinate a joint consultation response to the EDS and the 

London Plan. 
 

5. YouGov results (Item 5) 
 
5.1 Anna Morell, Principal Policy Officer, gave a presentation on the YouGov results. As 

previously discussed with members, officers designed a YouGov questionnaire on 
food policies. Between 24-27 July 2017, this questionnaire was commissioned and 
surveyed 1,000 adults in London on their food behaviours and opinions.  

 
5.2 The headline survey results found that: 60% of Londoners say they have bought 

cheaper food than they normally would to save money this year; households on low 
incomes eat less, buy cheaper food and skip meals to save money, 80% of 
Londoners support the idea of food being added as a formal part of the curriculum; 
56% of Londoners support giving local authorities the power to prevent new hot 
food takeaways from opening near schools and 62% of Londoners believe the 
ability to access healthier and cheaper food options on London’s high streets would 
have the biggest impact on healthy eating.  

 
5.3 The findings are consistent with findings from previous research such as the Great 

Weight Debate and key findings would be included in the London Food Strategy.   
 
5.4 These results will be used to support policies within the food strategy, other mayoral 

strategies, presentations to external delegations and future food programmes. 
 
5.5 DECISION: 
 

(a) AM to check the last graph’s accuracy and circulate the Food Insight 
highlights and the data sets. 

 
6. Childhood Obesity Taskforce (Item 6) 
 
6.1 In order to fulfil the aim of the Mayor’s to reduce childhood obesity in the capital, 

there are proposals to launch a Childhood Obesity Taskforce in January 2018 to 
convene and lead London-wide action to tackle the issue.  

 
6.2 The Taskforce would take a systemwide approach to work closer with strategic 

partners who bring insight, expertise and resources, to scale up what works, pilot 
new initiatives, and promote behavioural change. 



London Food Board 
Friday 8 December 2017 

 

5 
 

 
6.3 Its work will coordinate closely with the 5-year child obesity programme being 

delivered by Guys and St Thomas’ charity so that new approaches and 
interventions are shared with partners across London.   

 
6.4 The Taskforce will play an important role in joining up work taking place across the 

capital between groups such as the London Obesity Leadership Group, Child 
Obesity Partnership Board and London Obesity Leads Network.  

 
6.5 To measure progress, there are proposals to compile a league table similar to those 

within the Good Food for London and Beyond the Food Bank reports. Members 
stated that this could place too much pressure on the capacity of local authorities as 
a number of similar initiatives exist and that they need to combine them. 

 
6.6 The group were informed about a similar piece of work which came out of the 

Olympic legacy and the East London growth boroughs which recognised the 
differences between these Boroughs and the rest of London on a range of inequality 
issues – health was one.  

 

7. Boroughs Food Group update (Item 7) 
 
7.1 Claire Pritchard introduced the item, the LFB’s working group continues to meet 

quarterly and is a forum in which local authorities and external partners can share 
best practice, discuss opportunities and challenges relating to London’s food 
system.  

 
7.2 This year, two sub-group meetings have been convened to address sponsorship 

and advertising as part of the local government declaration on sugar reduction and 
healthier eating.  

 
7.3 Other standing agenda items include updates from the Healthier Catering 

Commitment, Food Poverty Action Plans, Sugarsmart and the consultation in 
Barnet for a discretionary business rate relief scheme to be applied to food outlets 
complying with the Healthier Catering Commitment.  

  
7.4 DECISION: 
 

(a) LW to circulate minutes from sponsorship meetings; and 
 
(b) LW to forward future meeting dates, agendas and minutes to members. 

 

8. Any Other Business (Item 8) 
 
8.1 Members were informed of two important Bills currently passing through Parliament. 

The School Holidays (Meals and Activities) Bill calls on the government to require 
local authorities to facilitate the delivery of programmes that provide free meals and 
activities for children during school holidays. It receives its second reading 19 
January 2018.  
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8.2 The Food Insecurity Bill proposes that simple survey questions from the US 
Department of Agriculture’s food insecurity module should be inserted into 
representative UK-wide household surveys that the Government already conduct to 
provide a measure of household and child food insecurity. It receives its second 
reading 2 February 2018. 

 
8.3 Members received an update on Kitchen Social. To date, the programme has 

engaged over 90 clubs across 21 boroughs - 46 of those are already delivering 
Kitchen Social and have served 10,800 meals 1,728 children and young people; the 
others are in the process of being trained, or have already been trained and are 
preparing for delivery next term.  Members pointed out that the scheme is part 
funded by the Innocent Foundation and therefore will not be able to work in all 
boroughs as it contravenes their sponsorship policy/and the local government 
declaration. 

 
8.4 Members received an update on the Food Foundation’s Farming for 5 a day report, 

which calls on the government to include a range of measures in the forthcoming 
Agriculture Bill to increase UK levels of self-sufficiency, drive up the population’s 
consumption of fruit and veg as well as the supply and demand of British produce. 
The full report can be downloaded here: http://foodfoundation.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2017/11/Farming-for-five-a-day-final.pdf  

 

9. Date of next meeting (Item 9) 
 
9.1 Friday 23 March 2018 at City Hall, SE1 2AA.   
 

10. Close of meeting (Item 10) 
 
10.1 Meeting closed at 12:05pm 

 
 

 
Contact Officer:  Mark Ainsbury, Principal Policy Officer,  

Telephone:    0207 983 5754 

Email:   mark.ainsbury@london.gov.uk 
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