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MOPAC MPS OVERSIGHT BOARD  
 

Note of Meeting 
2 March 2020 

 
 

Present: 
Sophie Linden, Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime  
Cressida Dick, Commissioner 
Siobhan Peters, Interim Chief Executive, MOPAC 
Stephen House, Deputy Commissioner 
 
 
In attendance:  
MOPAC and MPS officials and officers 
 
 
1. Minutes of 13 December 2019 meeting 

 
1.1. The minutes of the 13 December 2019 Oversight Board meeting were agreed. 
 
 
2. Use of Force 

 
2.1. The Oversight Board had a detailed discussion of the MPS’s recording of its 

use of force in line with the national Use of Force Recording programme. The 
MPS was fully complaint with the Home Office Annual Data Return 
requirement for use of force. The use of force compliance had increased over 
the reporting period, such that there was now higher confidence over the 
statistical significance of the figures shown. 
 

2.2. The paper provided a breakdown by age and ethnicity of the use of force. 
There was a discussion comparing that demographic data with the London 
population, the stop and search demographics and the custody demographics. 
It was noted that the use of force data correlated more closely with the custody 
and stop and search population than the base level across London. 
 

2.3. In light of the discussion, the Board: 

a. Acknowledged the significant progress that the MPS had made in data 
recording compliance on the use of force recording system, and how the 
MPS was one of the forces which achieved full compliance with Home 
Office Annual Data Return (ADR) requirements for the 18/19 period.  
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b. Noted that the Home Office ADR on Use of Force (UoF) for the period 
18/19 was published in December 2019 and remained classified at the time 
of publication as ‘experimental statistics’. This was because nationally 
there remained significant differences in the quality and amount of data 
provided by forces. It was considered by the Home Office that it remained 
too early to draw conclusions from the data submitted. It should be noted 
that the Met was one of the forces that was fully compliant with the Home 
Office data return. Nationally compliance continues to increase.  

c. Noted that the Met continued to publish its Use of Force data monthly, both 
in tabular format and at detailed spreadsheet level on external websites 
enabling public scrutiny of the information. This goes further than most 
other forces who publish much less frequently, with some doing so 
annually, and a small number not publishing at all.  

d. Noted that the Met was seeking to increase the consistency of public 
scrutiny and use of force monitoring across London, with an agreed 
approach being implemented.  

 
The Met’s report is available on the website alongside this minute. 
 
 

3. Use of Strip Search in Custody 
 

3.1. There was a discussion of the use of strip search, which is undertaken in 
custody suites for reasons of either safety (by searching for items that the 
detainee may cause harm to themselves or others) and / or searching for 
evidence of an offence. A strip search is not categorised as a use of force and 
is not recorded as such, although it is recorded on the custody record.  
 

3.2. The demographics of the individuals strip searched were compared to the 
demographics of the custody population. The Deputy Mayor asked for further 
work to better understand the position.    

 
 
4. Information Governance 

 
4.1. The Board received its annual update on the MPS’s information governance.  

 
4.2. The Board reviewed and noted the challenges faced and progress made in the 

area of information governance and the preparations to introduce new 
capabilities to the MPS through the implementation of the Data Office. 

 
The Met’s report is available on the website alongside this minute. 
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5. Met Business Plan Monitoring Quarter 3 Report 
 

5.1. There was a discussion of the progress the Met had made in the third quarter 
of 2019-20 towards implementing its Business Plan.  

 
The Met’s Business Plan 2019-2022 is available here and its 2019-20 Quarter 
3 progress update is available here. 
 

6. Quarter 3 Performance Report and Financial Position 
 

6.1. The Board discussed the 2019-20 Quarter 3 performance report. There was a 
particular discussion of: 

 

• Local borough priorities 

• High harm crimes 

• User satisfaction 

• Public perceptions 

• Detections 

• 101 calls performance 

• Community contact meetings 
 

6.2. The Quarter 3 financial position for 2019-20 was discussed. 
 
The Quarter 3 Performance and Financial Report is available here. 

 
 

 
____________________________ 

https://www.met.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/force-content/met/about-us/met-business-plan-2019-2022.pdf
https://www.met.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/force-content/met/about-us/q3-progress-report-met-business-plan-2019-20.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/mopac_q3_report_260220.pdf

