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Minutes 

Mayor’s Rough Sleeping Group – 19 August 2015- Committee Room 1, City Hall 
 
Attendees 
Meradin Peachey Association of Directors of 

Public Health for London 
Guy Arnold LB Camden 

Chris Pelham City of London Corporation Gill Reavey LB Ealing 

Matt Downie Crisis Paul Davis LB Lambeth 

Dee O'Connell DCLG Jenny Travassos Westminster City Council 

Becca Taber DGLG Steve Harrison Westminster City Council 

Alan Benson GLA Shaun McDermott Metropolitan Police 

Deborah Halling GLA Natasha Plummer MOPAC 

Helen Walters GLA Pam Orchard Providence Row 

Jonathan Qureshi GLA Dominic Williamson St Mungo's Broadway 

Mark Jason Leonardo GLA Petra Salva St Mungo's Broadway 

Mark McPherson Homeless Link Jeremy Swain Thames Reach 

Patrick Mahon Home Office   

Apologies    

Ric Blakeway GLA Louise Puddefoot Metropolitan Police 

Paul Wylie Home Office Howard Sinclair St Mungo’s Broadway 

Alison Newcombe Metropolitan Police Ben Denton Westminster City Council 

Claire Linnane LB Southwark Janet Slater LB Tower Hamlets 

David Eastwood GLA   

 

1 Minutes of meeting held on 20 May 2015 and matters arising 

 Minutes of the last meeting were agreed. Updates on actions points not covered by the agenda were 
provided. 

Tower Hamlets to work with the Homeless 
Health Services on personality disorder. 

To be picked up by Expert Working Group on mental 
health, one of five established. 

Homeless Health Service to share 
requisition paper with MRSG for comment. 

Lead Commissioner now appointed and will work on 
options paper, which is likely to be completed at some 
point in the autumn. 

GLA will provide boroughs with updates on 
individuals on the Home Office list and seek 
new nominees shortly. 

Updates from Home Office circulated to boroughs in May. 
Most responded in June. A few boroughs submitted new 
cases to the list. The next update is being prepared and will 
be circulated this month.  

All to send comments on draft 
Commissioning Framework to the GLA by 5 
June 2015. 

Commissioning framework consultation was completed 
and it is anticipated it will be released week 
commencing 24 August 2015. CHAIN, LSR, LRT, TST, 
and Clearing House are being re-commissioned. 

GLA to discuss publication of Street to Home 
with partners, including highlighting numbers 
assisted. 

Done prior to publication of ‘Street to Home’ 
20/06/15. 

GLA to complete and circulate information 
on intermittent rough sleepers before next 
MRSG. 

Deborah Halling presented a paper on intermittent 
rough sleeping and the following issues were discussed: 

 Research, using CHAIN data, would be helpful to 
explore what outcomes have been achieved to 
prevent entrenchment of this group.  

 JT to look at this group (through a snap shot) and 
will update the group with findings. 
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2 Monitoring and performance data Action 

  Key trends in the quarterly data detailed in the paper for item 3 were discussed, 
including the number of people spending a second night out and performance of NSNO.  

 Increasing support needs of rough sleepers, barriers to move on, changing 
demographics, overall increase in the number of EEA Nationals and the limited service 
offers for this cohort were noted as challenges.  

 Discussion also included the role of the group in ensuring rough sleeping is a priority for 
the next Mayor and Mayoral candidates.  

 Petra Salva agreed to produce a report on the impact of NSNO findings for the next 
MRSG.  

 Jonathan Qureshi updated the group on the Home Office list and highlighted that 
responsibility for processing the list would lie with the London Reconnections service 
from April 2016. The group was also reminded about the Resolution Fund.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PS 

3 The use of enforcement in tackling rough sleeping  

 Deborah Halling presented the paper on enforcement to the group, including four 
recommendations. There was discussion regarding the following: 

 Jenny Travassos highlighted the need to collaboratively work with Community 
Protection and for guidance on appropriate use of PSPOs and ASBs. 

 Petra Salva highlighted the increasing risks to the safety of outreach workers.  

 Becca Taber suggested any potential amendments to EU treaty tights could take a 
number of years to implement even if secured. 

 DCLG to contact Home Office regarding ICE resources. 

 Begging and illegal employment within the EEA nationals group was noted. GLA, in 
partnership with DCLG, to again request information on informal and illegal 
employment hotspots from London boroughs once DCLG have sharpened the request. 

 Possible collaborative work with London Community Safety Partnership Panel, College 
of Policing, and National Police Chiefs’ Council were suggested. Dee O’Connell to 
speak to the Home Office and College of Policing about training on rough sleeping. 

 The need for a clear narrative around when and why enforcement is used. 

 Jenny Travassos to work with Mark McPherson to produce a draft terms of reference 
for the CBEG for distribution to the group and relevant partners for buy in.  
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4 Guidance on joint working between rough sleeping services and ICE (part of wider 
good practice guidance on working with non-EEA nationals) 

 

 Petra Salva outlined the aims of this work to the group, which involves ICE and Homeless 
Link. 

 One aim is to achieve consistency across all ICE teams and outreach services in joint 
work.  

 PS and PO to ensure learning from work on the A406 is incorporated. 

 PS and PO to circulate draft in September. 
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5 AOB  

  BT outlined work DCLG will be doing to hear from the rough sleeping sector about 
demands and barriers and what support DCLG can offer in a challenging environment. 

 The group agreed to move the theme of entrenchment to February 2016’s meeting to 
accommodate learning from the SIB and RS205 reviews.  

 It was also agreed that MRSG in November 2015, which currently coincides with the 
announcement of the spending review, would be rearranged to allow the group to 
discuss its potential impacts. 

 November’s meeting will also consider some work, which GA, MD, PD, MM, JS, BT, JT 
and DW volunteered to complete, reviewing annual figures and data on intermittent 
rough sleepers, as well as taking stock of current issues. GLA to coordinate.  
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