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Dear Mr McKee 

At the end of your South London meeting on 27th September 2011 you invited the South 
London Partnership to send a written submission giving further details on the matters 
discussed. We are grateful for your Minutes of the Meeting which provided a basis for these. 

I attach this written submission for the Commission’s attention and ask that its requests be 
reflected in your advice to the Mayor on the forthcoming Supplementary Planning Guidance 
to the London Plan. I draw your attention inter alia to what it states on employment 
projections, the use of which remains a serious concern for us. 

The Commission has been provided with the Partnerships South London Prospectus and I 
ask that full attention is paid to the strong potential for economic growth and employment in 
the sub-region which it sets out. I also commend to you the study on new approaches to 
office development carried out for SLP, which had been supplied to your officers. 

The message which comes through time and again in the attached submission is the need 
for more flexibility in the application of London Plan policy, be it to do with our diverse town 
centres, parking policy and standards, our range of ‘strategic outer London development 
centres’ and the way in which housing density is interpreted. The Localism Bill is shortly to 
be enacted (as amended) and the National Planning Policy Framework finalised. These will 
place greater emphasis on Local Authorities being able to determine what is most 
appropriate for their local areas. 

On housing density, we see a real danger that the London Plan’s density matrix will fail to 
reflect the diverse character of much of outer London which makes it attractive. We see 
retention of this character as vital to South London’s employment growth, enhancing its 
attractiveness to business investment.  In the context of the new national planning policy, the 
London Plan may need to be revisited if sufficient local flexibility cannot be provided within 
its current policy framework. 
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We hope your advice for the SPG will reflect this submission, augmenting our Prospectus 
and earlier presentation. We trust that the outcome will be an SPG which takes a positive 
forward-looking future for South London, as we have set out. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Cllr Sean Brennan 
Leader, Sutton Council 
Chair, South London Partnership Leaders’ Group 
 

cc: John Lett, Strategic Planning Manager, Greater London Authority, City Hall, The Queen’s 
Walk, London SE1 2AA 

 

 

Enc: SLP Further written Submissions to the Outer London Commission 
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