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Appendix�1�

�
London�Assembly�(Mayor’s�Question�Time)�–�14�September�2011�

�
Transcript:�Mayor’s�Oral�Update�

�

Boris�Johnson�(Mayor�of�London):��The�Assembly�has�not�actually�asked�for�any�matters�to�be�

addressed�within�my�oral�update,�but�I�just�want�to�raise�a�couple�of�things.��

�

The�first�is�obviously�to�welcome�the�appointment�of�a�new�Commissioner�for�the�Metropolis,�and�I�

think�that�the�Home�Secretary�made�an�excellent�appointment.�together�with�the�Metropolitan�Police�

Authority�(MPA).�in�consultation�with�myself.��I�think�that�Bernard�Hogan-Howe�will�do�a�first-rate�

job.��He�brings�to�the�task�a�relentless�focus�on�crime-fighting,�on�reducing�crime,�as�he�has�

explained.��Just�to�give�the�Assembly�one�example�of�the�kind�of�innovative�technique�that�he�has�

brought�to�his�previous�incarnation�in�Merseyside,�one�thing�he�did,�Jennette�[Arnold],�was�use�

automatic�number�plate�recognition�to�get�all�the�cars�without�tax�or�insurance,�impound�them,�string�

them�out�along�the�central�reservation�of�the�dual�carriageway�into�one�of�the�roads�into�Liverpool�-�

many,�many�cars,�perhaps�even�thousands�of�vehicles�-�and�then�there�were�two�options�for�the�

owners�of�those�vehicles.��They�could�either�come�and�claim�them,�in�which�case�they�were�going�to�

be�arrested,�or�else�they�saw�those�vehicles�crushed.��Partly�thanks�to�techniques�such�as�that,�he�was�

able�to�reduce�crime�in�Merseyside�by�40%,�so�I�think�we�have�a�good�appointment�there�and�I�know�

that�the�MPA�were�also�supportive�of�his�application.�

�

The�second�thing�I�want�to�say�is�that�there�have�been�a�lot�of�questions,�and�I�know�there�is�a�

question�coming�up�later,�about�fares.��I�thought�it�would�be�appropriate�to�say�in�this�context,�

Jennette,�that�yes,�I�will�be�sticking�to�the�business�plan.��I�do�not�want�there�to�be�any�confusion�or�

misapprehension.�We�do�not�want�any�uncertainty�and�we�intend�to�go�ahead�with�the�programme�as�

set�out�in�the�business�plan:�keeping�fares�as�low�in�London�as�we�possibly�can,�consistent�with�record�

levels�of�investment.��I�would�remind�you�that�bus�fares�in�London�remain�very�competitive�compared�

to�other�parts�of�the�country,�and�what�we�will�not�do�is�go�for�crazy�artificial�freezes�in�fares�in�the�

run-up�to�election�and�then�whack�them�up�cynically�thereafter,�which�is�what�we�saw�in�2004/2005�

when�fares�went�up,�I�think,�by�the�retail�prices�index�(RPI)�plus�10%�for�ten�years�in�a�row.��We�will�

not�do�that.��We�will�not�play�politics�with�fares,�but�I�thought�it�would�be�reasonable�now�in�the�

course�of�this�introduction�to�get�that�point�over�to�the�Assembly�in�case�you�want�to�ask�me�general�

questions�about�that.�

�

Jennette�Arnold�(Chair):��Thank�you.��I�know�that�Members�would�like�to�send�some�form�of�

congratulations�to�Bernard�Hogan-Howe�on�his�appointment.�On�behalf�of�the�Assembly,�I�will�send�

him�a�letter�congratulating�him�on�his�appointment�at�the�end�of�this�meeting,�so�that�is�agreed.�

�

Boris�Johnson�(Mayor�of�London):��Good.��Thank�you.�

�

Jennette�Arnold�(Chair):��We�look�forward�to�meeting�him�when�he�accepts�our�invitation�to�our�

next�Police�Plenary�session.��I�do�not�have�any�indications�of�any�questions�on�that�update,�so�we�will�

now�move�on.�We�have�a�very�comprehensive�group�of�questions�about�the�recent�riots.��Let�us�now�

move�on�to�the�questions�set�out�on�the�priority�paper.�� 
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