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1 Summary 

 

1.1 This paper sets out background information for a discussion with invited guests concerning the 

Mayor’s progress on his environmental objectives at the end of his current term: including progress 

with targets and commitments made, and environmental issues arising during the 2012-2016 term.  

 

 

2 Recommendations  
 

2.1 That the Committee notes the report as background to putting questions to invited 

guests on Mayoral progress on environmental objectives, and notes the subsequent 

discussion. 

 

2.2 That the Committee delegates authority to the Chair, in consultation with party Group 

Lead Members, to agree any output arising from the discussion. 

 

 

3 Background   
 

3.1 Discussion at the meeting may refer back to the 2008 environment manifesto on which the Mayor 

was originally elected1, and various policy and delivery announcements since then.  It will also refer 

to the environmental strategies published by the Mayor in 2010 and 2011, including: 

 Air Quality Strategy; 

 Climate Change Mitigation and Energy Strategy; 

 Climate Change Adaptation Strategy; 

 Water Strategy; 

 Municipal Waste Strategy; and 

 Business Waste Strategy. 

 

                                                 
1 http://image.guardian.co.uk/sys-files/Guardian/documents/2009/04/27/environ._final.pdf  

http://image.guardian.co.uk/sys-files/Guardian/documents/2009/04/27/environ._final.pdf


        

3.2 There may be reason to discuss the two further environmental strategies published by the previous 

Mayor but still in statutory force: 

 Biodiversity Strategy ; and 

 Ambient Noise Strategy. 

 

 

4 Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 As the Committee followed up at its last meeting past work on biodiversity, green infrastructure, 

flood risk and climate adaptation, this meeting is primarily to concentrate on other parts of the 

Mayor’s remit, including air quality, climate change mitigation and energy, and waste management.   

 

4.2 Air quality has been a pressing issue throughout the Mayor’s time in office, with understanding of its 

public health impacts growing year by year and with levels of toxic nitrogen dioxide in London’s air 

remaining above legal limits.  This Committee has been involved in helping to develop policy and 

evaluate its implementation from the agenda-setting 2009 report Every Breath You Take2 to its 

recent reports on diesel transport emissions3 and the UK Air Quality Plan.4   

 

4.3 Climate change mitigation is likewise one of the biggest challenges facing London, as it faces the 

rest of the world.  The current Mayor adopted his predecessor’s pledge to reduce London’s carbon 

emissions by 60% from a 1990 baseline by 2025, and backed up this pledge with annual milestones 

as well as carbon-reduction programmes in his Climate Change Mitigation and Energy Strategy.  

However, this Committee has found that London’s carbon emissions have not been falling as fast as 

set out in the strategy, and that work to save energy and provide low-carbon energy needs to 

accelerate.5   

 

4.4 Waste management is also a huge task for an urban economy the size of London’s.  There has been 

great progress in reducing the amount of waste that London sends to landfill, but there remain 

questions of how best to use the waste instead.  Incineration and recycling are the two prevalent 

destinations, with incineration growing faster most recently.  The Committee has published reports 

on waste management, including on why recycling rates vary across London6, and on managing food 

waste.7   

 

4.5 The Committee will discuss these and other relevant matters with invited guests.  Guests invited to 

the meeting include: 

 Matthew Pencharz, Deputy Mayor for Environment and Energy;  

 Patrick Feehily, Assistant Director - Environment, Greater London Authority; and 

 James Murray, Editor-in-Chief, BusinessGreen. 

                                                 
2 https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications/every-breath-you-take-investigation-
air  
3 https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications/driving-away-diesel-reducing-air-
pollution  
4 https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications/london-assembly-response-national-
air-quality  
5 https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-press-releases/cutting-carbon-london-2015-update  
6 https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications/waste-not-want-not-review-why-
recycling-rates  
7 https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications/bag-it-or-bin-it  
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5 Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 

 

6 Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications to the Greater London Authority arising from this report. 
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