
 

                                                                      

City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London SE1 2AA 
Enquiries: 020 7983 4100 minicom: 020 7983 4458 www.london.gov.uk 
 

 

Subject: Petitions 
 

Report to: London Assembly (Plenary)  
 

Report of:  Executive Director of Secretariat 

 
Date: 10 February 2016 

 
This report will be considered in public  
 
 
 
1.  Summary 
 

1.1 This report sets out details of petitions to be presented at this meeting by Assembly Members. 

 

 

2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That the Assembly receives and notes the petitions listed at section 4 of this report and 

decides whether to refer the petitions, and if so where to, and seeks a response to the 

points raised. 

 

 

3. Background 
 

3.1 Standing Orders 3.20 to 3.21 make provision for the presentation of petitions by an 

Assembly Member at an ordinary meeting of the Assembly. 

 

A petition to be presented must: 

 

(a) Be addressed to the Mayor, the Assembly, a Functional Body (as the case may be); 

 

(b) Clearly indicate the name, address and contact telephone number of the person organising the 

petition, or where the petition was organised on the internet, its data controller; 

 

(c) Be presented in the form of printed sheets, each of which includes the “prayer” of the petition 

(the “prayer” is the formal request or other subject matter of the petition) or, if the petition was 

organised on the internet, clearly demonstrate that internet users who subscribed to the petition 

knew what the prayer was;  

 

(d) Include each petitioner’s name (which may be printed or be in the form of a signature, provided 

that the signature is legible) and address (sufficient that the person and their address can be 

identified) or, where the petition was organised on the internet, their names and email addresses; 

 

(e) Indicate the total number of manual or electronic signatories to the petition. 



        

 

(f) Young people aged 17 or under signing a petition may give their address as that of the school, or 

other recognised youth group or similar organisation that they attend (with details of their class 

name where appropriate), provided that the lead petitioner is a teacher at or leader of that school or 

youth group or similar organisation. 

 

(g) Indicate the total number of manual or electronic signatories to the petition; and 

 

(h) Refer to matters within the responsibilities of the Mayor, the London Assembly or the functional 

bodies, or to matters of importance to Londoners, including those who visit, live or work in Greater 

London. 

 

3.2 Notice of the intention to present a petition at an Assembly meeting and a copy of the petition must 

be given to the Executive Director of the Secretariat by no later than 12 noon six clear working days 

before that meeting. 

 

3.3 Under Standing Orders the Member presenting the petition will read out the prayer of the petition 

(but not the signatories). The Assembly will not debate the petition. If the Assembly agrees without 

debate, the petition will be forwarded to the Mayor, Functional Body, relevant committee or other 

organisation with a request for a response to the points made by the petitioner.  The response 

received will be reported to the Assembly for information and forwarded to the petition’s organiser.  

The prayer of the petition and the response received will be published in the appropriate Assembly 

Minutes. 

 

 

4. Petitions to be presented 
 

4.1 Notice of the following petitions has been received: 

 

4.2 A petition, received by Steve O’Connell AM, is to be presented to the London Assembly, in 

accordance with Standing Orders 3.20 to 3.21, saying: 

 

‘You've probably heard about Thameslink, it's the DfT's program that promises to further 

open up transport options in South London, making it faster and easier than ever before 

to get to central London. 

 

The big question that's being asked and discussed at the moment is; which stations in 

South London should the Thameslink service stop at? 

 

We believe that Norwood Junction is an ideal station, for a number of reasons: 

1. It will cut down commuting time - the Thameslink service would mean traveling 

from Norwood Junction to Kings Cross would take around just 15 minutes – that's 

a faster time to get to work, from work, and to all the fun that the big city has to 

offer! 

2. It will help South Norwood regenerate quicker – Increased accessibility will attract 

new residents to the area and in turn, attract more quality businesses to the area. 



        

3. Increased demand requires increased supply - Norwood Junction station is a busy 

station, a c20% YoY increase in traffic through the station demonstrates the 

increasing popularity of the area for commuters which is only set to continue. 

4. We're ready and waiting - There is a platform at Norwood Junction which is 

currently unused other than for trains passing through, meaning no extra platform 

or train line would need to be built for us to accommodate the Thameslink service. 

 

If you'd welcome the Thameslink service stopping at Norwood Junction please sign our 

petition in support!.’ 

 

The petition has 683 signatories.   

 

The contact person for this petition is Hannah Pemberton, 25 Rothesay Road, London SE25 6NY. 

 

4.3 A petition, received by Kit Malthouse AM MP , is to be presented to the London Assembly, in 

accordance with Standing Orders 3.20 to 3.21, saying: 

 

‘We, the undersigned strongly object to and oppose the proposal to build a CrossRail2 

station at the Kings Road Station site. We already have excellent tube services and bus 

services serving Chelsea. The building of a main line train station and large retail 

development would destroy the special character of Chelsea. Routing the line to avoid the 

diversion to Chelsea would save both over £1bn and longer journey times on Crossrail2.’ 

 

The petition has 1,639 signatories.   

 

The contact person for this petition is Chris Lenon, 17 Oakley Street, London SW3 5NT. 

 
 
5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 By virtue of sections 59, 34 and 53 of the GLA Act 1999 (as amended), the Assembly has the power 

to do what is recommended in this report.  

 

5.2 Under Standing Order 3.20 the petitions presented to the Assembly, together with the pages 

containing the names and addresses of the signatories to the petition, are documents to which the 

access to information rules from sections 100A - H and Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 

1972 apply. 

 

5.3 Any applications from Members to see the names and addresses of the signatories to the petition 

will be considered by the Executive Director of the Secretariat on a case by case basis and in 

accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 and the Data Protection 

Act 1988. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications directly arising from this report. 
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