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	Subject: Petition


	Report to:
 London Assembly (Plenary)


	Report of: 
Executive Director of Secretariat

	Date: 16 March 2011


	This report will be considered in public




1.

Summary

1.1
This report sets out details of a petition to be presented at this meeting by Assembly Members.

2.
Recommendation

2.1
The Assembly is recommended to note the petition listed at paragraph 4 of the report and to decide whether to refer the petition, and if so where to, and to seek a response to the points raised.

3.
Background

3.1
Standing Orders 3.18 to 3.19 make provision for the presentation of petitions by an Assembly Member at an ordinary meeting of the Assembly.

A petition to be presented must –

(a) Be addressed to the Mayor, the Assembly, a Functional Body (as the case may be);

(b) Clearly indicate the name, address and contact telephone number of the person organising the petition, or where the petition was organised on the internet, its data controller;
(c) Be presented in the form of printed sheets, each of which includes the “prayer” of the petition (the “prayer” is the formal request or other subject matter of the petition) or, if the petition was organised on the internet, clearly demonstrate that internet users who subscribed to the petition knew what the prayer was; 

(d) Include each petitioner’s legible name and address, as well as their signatures or, where the petition was organised on the internet, their names and email addresses; 

(e) Indicate the total number of manual or electronic signatories to the petition; and

(d) Refer to matters within the responsibilities of the Mayor, the London Assembly or the functional bodies, or to matters of importance to Greater London.

3.2
Notice of the intention to present a petition at an Assembly meeting and a copy of the petition must be given to the Executive Director of the Secretariat by no later than 12 noon  six clear working days before that meeting.

3.3
Under Standing Orders the Member presenting the petition will read out the prayer of the petition (but not the signatories). The Assembly will not debate the petition. If the Assembly agrees without debate, the petition will be forwarded to the Mayor, Functional Body, relevant committee or other organisation with a request for a response to the points made by the petitioner.  The response received will be reported to the Assembly for information and forwarded to the petition’s organiser.  The petition and the response received will be published in the appropriate Assembly Minutes.

4.
Petition to be presented

4.1
Notice of the following petition has been received:

4.2
A petition, received by John Biggs AM, is to be presented to the London Assembly, in accordance with Standing Orders 3.18 to 3.19, saying: 

"We the undersigned call upon the Mayor and the Members of the Greater London Authority to support the people of Tower Hamlets in protecting King Edward VII Memorial Park (Shadwell Park) from the insensitive and destructive proposals of Thames Water. We were dismayed to see that, in his initial response, the Mayor has not requested Thames Water to investigate alternative brownfield sites for the Super Sewer connector planned for the foreshore of the park, but has accepted the proposals at face value.
“The Park is an important part of our heritage. In East London, our history and demographics put open space at a premium. A local petition asks Thames Water ‘to find an alternative site to the Greenfield site in the park, children’s playground, riverside walkway and riverfront at King Edward Park’. It has attracted over 2000 signatures online and hard copy. We ask the Mayor and the Members to champion the local community’s efforts to protect this important amenity.

“Our park regularly wins the Green Flag Award. It is an open space where it is safe for children to play and people to walk, jog and exercise their dogs without fear of traffic. We regularly hear about the legacy of the London Olympics. It is ironic that the largest open space between Tower Hill and the Isle of Dogs is to be turned into an industrial site under these proposals. The petitions asks that you require Thames Water to consider alternative brownfield sites, in addition to those identified in Phase 1 of the consultation, to save the park dedicated in 1922 “to the use and enjoyment of the people of East London, forever’.”
The petition has 144 signatures. 
The contact person for this petition is: Carl Dunsire, 150 Free Trade Wharf, E14.
5.
Legal Implications

5.1
By virtues of sections 59, 34 and 53 of the GLA Act 1999 (as amended), the Assembly has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

6.
Financial Implications

6.1
There are no financial implications directly arising from this report.
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List of appendices to this report: None.

	Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 

List of Background Papers: None.
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