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1. Summary  
 

1.1 This report outlines recent action taken by the Chair of the London Assembly, in accordance with 

the authority delegated to him in relation to urgent matters, from the close of the Assembly 

(Plenary) meeting on 24 July 2013 to the next meeting of the Assembly on September 2013. 

 

1.2 The report also updates the Assembly on responses to a letter that the Chair of the Assembly wrote 

to the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Secretary of State for Transport endorsing the case for 

continued funding for Transport for London (TfL) to ensure that London’s transport continues to 

deliver the services London needs.  The Chair’s action to send the letters under delegated authority 

was reported to the Assembly (Plenary) meeting on 24 July 2013. 

 

 

2. Recommendations 
 

2.1 That the Assembly notes recent action taken by the Chair of the Assembly, Darren 

Johnson AM, in accordance with the authority delegated to him, namely to agree that the 

attached joint letter with the Mayor of London regarding airport capacity in London be 

sent to all MPs in London (Appendix 1). 

 

2.2 That the Assembly notes the responses from Danny Alexander MP, Chief Secretary to the 

Treasury (attached at Appendix 2) and Mike Brown, Managing Director of London 

Underground, Transport for London (TfL) (attached at Appendix 3) regarding TfL and the 

recent Government spending round. 

 

 

3. Background and Issues for Consideration 
 

 Plenary Meeting of the Assembly – 24 July 2013 

 

3.1 At its Plenary meeting on 24 July 2013, the Assembly resolved: 

  

That, in relation to urgent matters only, a general delegation of authority in respect of the 

Assembly’s powers and functions (apart from those that cannot under the Greater London Authority  



        

Act 1999 be delegated) be given to the Chair of the Assembly, in consultation with the Deputy 

Chairman, party Group Leaders and relevant Committee Chair(s), from the close of this meeting until 

the next meeting of the Assembly, which will be the Mayor’s Question Time meeting on 

11 September 2013.  

 

3.2 The Mayor wrote to the Chair of the Assembly on 12 October 2012 setting out his concerns at the 

Government’s decision to re-open the possibility of a third runway at Heathrow.  Following 

consultation with party Groups, the Chair responded to the Mayor on 7 November 2012.  The final 

paragraph of her letter stated “Finally, I look forward, as previously agreed, to writing jointly with 

you to all 73 Members of Parliament in Greater London asking them to commit to not supporting 

any plans for an additional runway at Heathrow, either now or after the next General Election”. 

 

3.3 On 13 August 2013, the Chair of the London Assembly received communication from the Mayor’s 

Office explaining that the Mayor had been waiting for an appropriate time to pursue the joint letter 

and in his view, sending a joint letter to MPs to arrive shortly after the summer recess would be the 

most effective time, as the autumn would be a crucial time as the Airports Commission, having 

received proposals for various ways of increasing capacity, including Heathrow expansion, would 

consider its interim report due in December.  

 

3.4 The Chair of the London Assembly confirmed that he was content to sign the draft joint letter, 

subject to consultation with the requisite Assembly Members.  Further to consultation, the joint 

letter was agreed and sent to all London MPs on 3 September 2013 (Appendix 1). 

 

Transport for London and Government Spending Round 

 
3.5 At its Plenary meeting on 5 June 2013, the Assembly resolved: 
 

That the Chair be given delegated authority, in consultation with Group Leaders and the Chair of the 

Transport Committee, to write to the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Secretary of State for 

Transport endorsing the case for continued funding for Transport for London to ensure that London’s 

transport continues to deliver the services London needs. 

 

3.6 Under the authority delegated to him by the Assembly, the Chair wrote to the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer and to the Secretary of State for Transport on the terms agreed by the Assembly.  That 

action was reported to the Assembly (Plenary) meeting on 24 July 2013.   

 

3.7 The Chair received responses from Danny Alexander MP, Chief Secretary to the Treasury (attached 

at Appendix 2), and Mike Brown, Managing Director of London Underground, TfL (attached at 

Appendix 3) regarding TfL and the recent Government spending round. 

 

 

4. Legal Implications 
 

4.1 The Assembly has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 

 

 

 



        

5. Financial Implications 
 

5.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 

 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

 

Appendix 1 – Joint letter with the Mayor of London regarding airport capacity in London – sent to all 

London MPs on 3 September 2013. 

 

Appendix 2 – letter from Danny Alexander MP, Chief Secretary to the Treasury dated 17 July 2013. 

 

Appendix 3 – letter from Mike Brown, Managing Director of London Underground, TfL. 

 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  

List of Background Papers: Minutes of the Plenary meeting of the Assembly, 24 July 2013. 
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