Chapter 11: Crime

Focus on London: 2008 edition

Police Service Strength

The total number of police officers has remained around
the same since 2006 at just under 32,000. There are
considerably more police officers per head of population
in London than any other region.

The number of Community Support Officers (CSOs) in
London, at 3,730, was by far the highest of any region.
This is more than double the next largest, the North West
(1,731) where the population served is about 10 per cent
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Police service strength' by type, March 2007

Numbers and Percentages

lower. The number of CSOs has increased by 60 per cent
since 2006 when the number was 2,326.

Almost 8 per cent of London’s police officers were from
ethnic minorities - higher than any other region and over
twice the UK percentage of 3.4 per cent. (Table 11.6)

The rate of special constables per thousand police
officers has increased from 41 in 2006 to 57 in 2007.
However, this is still the lowest of any region in the UK
and compares to the UK average of 98.

Special Constables and

Police officers on ordinary duty? civilian staff (rates per 1,000

Percentage of which

officers on ordinary duty)

Community Traffic
Minority ~ Women  Population Special Police Support Officers wardens
Number ethnic groups officers  per officer® Constables staff (numbers) (numbers)>®
United Kingdom 166,430 34 23.0 391 98 591 . 1,031
North East 7,425 1.4 21.6 345 66 497 503 32
North West 19,569 3.0 23.5 350 83 566 1,731 70
Yorkshire and The Humber 12,908 2.9 24.7 392 102 676 1,333 34
East Midlands 9,293 3.8 21.9 463 156 682 891 24
West Midlands 14,049 5.0 25.6 382 128 574 1,191 33
East 11,083 2.4 25.0 500 150 737 1,178 31
London 31,989 7.8 20.9 235 57 565 3,730 317
South East 16,943 2.5 25.7 482 88 728 1,268 62
South West 11,006 1.2 23.2 461 142 712 1,031 56
England 134,265 4.0 234 376 929 628 12,856 658
Wales 7,627 1.3 22.6 388 105 573 641 106
Scotland 16,234 1.2 21.8 315 88 453 . 267
Northern Ireland’ 8,304 0.3 19.9 104 318

1 Full-time equivalents as at 31 March 2007 for England and Wales and for Scotland. Actual numbers (whether full or part-time) for
Northern Ireland. Includes staff on career breaks or maternity / paternity leave.

2 Includes full-time reserves in Northern Ireland.

3 Based on mid-2006 population estimates for England and Wales. Based on mid-2005 population estimates for Scotland. Northern

Ireland figures not available.
4 Part-time reserves in Northern Ireland.
5 Traffic warden numbers exclude local authority staff.
6 Total is for Great Britain.
7

Civilian staff and traffic wardens; part-time staff are counted as half full-time.

Source: Home Office; Scottish Government; Police Service of Northern Ireland
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Violent crime

Overall, Inner London had much higher rates of violent
incidents in 2006/07 according to a range of data
sources analysed. The exception was Transport for
London (TfL) Incident Records, where Outer London had
a higher rate.

According to incidents reported by the Metropolitan
Police Service (MPS), Tower Hamlets had the highest rate
of violent incidents of all London Boroughs, followed by
Westminster and Hackney. The Outer London Boroughs
of Richmond Upon Thames and Harrow had the lowest
rates of violent incidents.

When looking at violent incidents recorded by other
agencies, the pattern was somewhat different. For
example, TfL incident record rates for violent incidents
were highest for the City of London, though this is
probably mainly down to low resident population figures
compared with the numbers of workers and visitors in
the area. The Outer London boroughs of Greenwich,
Hillingdon and Havering also had high rates.

The highest rates of violent incidents recorded by the
London Ambulance Service (LAS) were in Inner London;
the City of London, Westminster, Lambeth and Islington.

The British Transport Police (BTP) also recorded the
highest rates of violent incidents in the Inner boroughs,
with City of London, Westminster, Lambeth and Camden
recording the highest rates.

The boroughs that had rates consistently in the top 20
per cent across all data sources were Westminster, City of
London, Lambeth and Islington (top 20 per cent across
three data sources); and Greenwich, Hackney, Newham,
Southwark and Tower Hamlets (top 20 per cent across
two data sources) (Table 11.7).

Violent incidents by time of week

Table 11.8 compares the pattern of activity for violent
incidents over a typical week from incidents recorded by
the MPS, LAS and BTP and from TfL incident records.

Consistent temporal patterns are apparent across all
data sources, where peak times of the week for violent
incidents are between 10pm and 12am on Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays and 5pm to 9pm on Fridays and
Saturdays.

Overall, violent incidents were more likely to occur on

Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays than on other days of

the week and in the early afternoon to late evening as
opposed to the early hours of the morning.

LAS and MPS data reveal high concentrations of activity
between 10pm and 12:59am on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays. During these three 3-hour periods, the MPS
alone dealt with over 24,000 violent incidents in 2006/07
out of a total of 237,000. That means over 10 per cent
of all the incidents occur within just 5 per cent of the
hours. During these ‘late night’ hours at weekends the
MPS deal with 52 violent incidents on average every
hour. LAS data also reveals high concentrations in

the early hours (1am to 5am on Saturday and Sunday
morning).

London Ambulance Service assault rates

The London Ambulance Service (LAS) recorded much
higher rates of assault incidents in Inner London (6.0 per
1,000 population) than Outer London (3.9 per 1,000
population).

The City of London had the highest rate of assault
incidents by far. Other high rates were seen in
Westminster (7.8), Lambeth (7.3), Greenwich (6.9),
Islington (6.9), Southwark (6.5) and Hackney (6.4).

The lowest rates of assault incidents attended to by

the LAS were seen in Outer London, with Richmond
Upon Thames and Havering recording the lowest rates.
Greenwich had the highest rate of assault incidents of all
the Outer London boroughs.

Assault incident rates recorded by the LAS in 2006/07
were 3.1% lower than in 2005/06 (Table 11.9).
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Rates of violent incidents by local authority'? 2006/07
Rates per 1,000 population

London Ambulance
Service

Metropolitan Police
Service

Inner London 39.8 1.1 6.5 1.1
Camden

Transport for London British Transport Police

City of London3# not reported
Hackney
Hammersmith & Fulham
Haringey
Islington
Kensington & Chelsea
Lambeth
Lewisham
Newham
Southwark
Tower Hamlets
Wandsworth
Westminster
Outer London
Barking & Dagenham
Barnet
Bexley
Brent
Bromley
Croydon
Ealing
Enfield
Greenwich
Harrow
Havering
Hillingdon
Hounslow
Kingston Upon Thames
Merton
Redbridge
Richmond Upon Thames
Sutton
Waltham Forest
London 31.6 1.3 5.1 0.6

1 Cells in grey are in the top 20 per cent of agency incidents, cells in dark purple are top 20-50 per cent of agency incidents and cells in
light purple are in the bottom 50 per cent of agency incidents.

2 Rates are based on ONS 2006 mid-year population.

3 The Metropolitan Police Service do not have jurisdiction over the area within the boundaries of the Corporation of London,
therefore rates for this area are not reported as part of Metropolitan Police official statistics.

4 Caution needs to be taken when considering crime rates in City of London. Rates are calculated using resident populations.

Source: Metropolitan Police Service (MPS); Transport for London,; London Ambulance Service; British Transport Police
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Table 1 1 8

Number of violent incidents in 2006/07 per hour by time period of the week'?3

Numbers

Metropolitan Police London Ambulance
Service*

Transport for London British Transport Police

Service®

1am - 5am (Monday to Friday)
6am - 11am (Monday to Friday)
12am - 4pm (Monday to Friday)

5pm - 9pm (Monday to Thursday)
10pm - 12am (Monday to Thursday)

5pm - 9pm (Friday)
10pm - 12am (Friday)

1am - 5am (Saturday)
6am - 11am (Saturday)
12am - 4pm (Saturday)
5pm - 9pm (Saturday)
10pm - 12am (Saturday)

1am - 5am (Sunday)
6am - 11am (Sunday)
12am - 4pm (Sunday)
5pm - 9pm (Sunday)

10pm - 12am (Sunday)

1 Cells in grey are in the top 20 per cent of agency incidents, cells in dark purple are top 20-50 per cent of agency incidents and cells in
light purple are in the bottom 50 per cent of agency incidents

2 Reflects the average number of incidents during particular times in a typical week.

3 The time periods in the table include the hour after the one stated. For example 10pm-12am includes all incidents up to 12:59am.
The total number of violent incidents dealt with by the MPS in 2006/07 on Fridays-Sundays between 10pm and 12:59am was 9,058
(i.e 3x3,019.3)

4 The Metropolitan Police Service do not have jurisdiction over the area within the boundaries of the Corporation of London,
therefore rates for this area are not reported as part of Metropolitan Police official statistics.

5 London Ambulance Service figures exclude records where borough was not recorded.

Source: Metropolitan Police Service; Transport for London; London Ambulance Service; British Transport Police
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Table 1 1 9

London Ambulance Service assault incident rates'? by Local Authority:2006/07
Rates per 1,000 population

Assault incident rate* % change from 2005/06
Inner London 6.0 -5.8
Camden 2.7
City of London -11.0
Hackney -15.0
Hammersmith & Fulham -4.0
Haringey -11.0
Islington -2.0
Kensington & Chelsea 34
Lambeth -8.4
Lewisham -2.5
Newham 0.1
Southwark -11.0
Tower Hamlets 0.9
Wandsworth -5.2
Westminster -8.7
Outer London -0.2
Barking & Dagenham -3.4
Barnet 4.1
Bexley 0.1
Brent 3.1
Bromley -4.1
Croydon -2.1
Ealing -8.7
Enfield 1.2
Greenwich 1.8
Harrow -1.0
Havering 5.9
Hillingdon 2.0
Hounslow -6.1
Kingston Upon Thames 12.5
Merton 3.1
Redbridge -1.1
Richmond Upon Thames -1.8
Sutton 6.6
Waltham Forest -2.1
London 4.7 -3.1

1 Cells in grey are in the top 20 per cent of agency incidents, cells in dark purple are top 20-50 per cent of agency incidents and cells in
light purple are in the bottom 50 per cent of agency incidents.

2 Caution needs to be taken when considering crime rates of city centre areas. The very high reported crime rates in city centres are
partly down to rates that are calculated using resident populations that do not include large numbers of workers and visitors to city
centres.

3 LAS figures exclude records where local authority was not recorded.

4 Rate per 1,000 population (based on ONS 2006 mid-year population).

Source: London Ambulance Service
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Table 1 1 1 0
Metropolitan Police Service offences by borough, 2006/07
Numbers
Violence
Against Theft Fraud Other
the Sexual and or Criminal Notifiable

Person Offences Robbery Burglary Handling  Forgery Damage Drugs Offences Total
Barking and Dagenham 5,150 263 805 2,117 6,540 1,585 3,696 985 243 21,384
Barnet 5,512 301 1,063 3,904 11,818 2,076 3,949 1,015 282 29,920
Bexley 3,742 181 448 2,076 4,917 833 4,031 556 213 16,997
Brent 6,216 336 2,144 3,330 10,330 1,487 3,300 2,949 382 30,474
Bromley 5,697 261 1,115 3,588 9,684 1,326 5,526 996 231 28,424
Camden 6,586 339 1,597 4,322 21,693 1,138 3,800 2,445 515 42,435
Croydon 6,741 354 1,829 3,464 10,251 2,073 5014 1,515 269 31,510
Ealing 7,641 319 2,359 3,957 13,117 1,400 4,981 2,483 477 36,734
Enfield 5,342 241 1,507 3,638 9,061 1,177 3,741 2,099 252 27,058
Greenwich 7,486 361 1,479 3,241 8,733 1,921 5,007 1,317 284 29,829
Hackney 7,148 385 1,685 2,687 12,521 786 3,142 2,466 340 31,160
Hammersmith and Fulham 5,054 209 1,172 2,732 11,328 816 2,381 1,390 252 25,334
Haringey 5,651 296 1,946 3,559 11,518 1,654 3,296 2,351 324 30,595
Harrow 2,870 200 769 1,959 6,199 850 2,074 724 192 15,837
Havering 3,639 147 549 2,511 7,636 1,265 3,421 659 170 19,997
Hillingdon 5,911 255 974 3,182 9,983 1,026 4,810 1,647 356 28,144
Hounslow 5,502 274 869 2,594 8958 1,217 3,782 1,005 284 24,485
Islington 6,289 294 1,488 3,728 16,775 1,387 3,433 1,540 314 35,248
Kensington and Chelsea 3,597 201 787 2,182 13,308 804 1,706 1,511 232 24,328
Kingston upon Thames 3,003 152 302 1,038 5,186 445 2,290 552 137 13,105
Lambeth 8,344 468 2,911 3,685 13,851 1,060 4,463 3,453 633 38,868
Lewisham 8,062 411 2,635 3,579 9,621 1,759 4,052 1,644 387 32,150
Merton 3,361 177 598 1,828 5,971 946 2,484 431 232 16,078
Newham 7,578 360 2,520 3,371 13,091 2,414 4,190 1,657 416 35,597
Redbridge 4,323 204 1,353 3,053 9,420 2,222 2,648 1,213 210 24,646
Richmond Upon Thames 2,122 129 408 2,085 5,616 293 2,268 402 85 13,408
Southwark 8,435 455 2,695 4,087 14,707 2,079 4,031 2,662 562 39,713
Sutton 2,989 139 413 1,451 5,760 558 3,246 667 185 15,408
Tower Hamlets 7,727 403 1,908 2,890 12,484 895 3,523 2,198 599 32,627
Waltham Forest 6,052 240 1,954 3,116 10,247 1,556 3,510 1,903 349 28,927
Wandsworth 5,647 342 1,724 3,943 11,827 1,139 2,956 2,191 270 30,039
Westminster 8,414 572 1,756 3,801 40,276 2,266 3,070 5,234 878 66,267
Heathrow Airport 524 36 9 30 3,287 504 117 57 489 5,053
London 182,355 9,305 45,771 96,728 365,714 42,957 113,938 53,967 11,044 921,779

Source: Metropolitan Police Service 2007
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Table 1 1 1 1

Sub-regional selected recorded crimes by local authority, 2006/07"
Rates per 10,000 population

Violence Total

against Theft of a Theft from selected

the Sexual Domestic motor a motor recorded

person offences Robbery Burglary? vehicle vehicle offences

England and Wales 192 11 19 54 36 93 404
England 192 11 19 56 36 93 407
London 243 12 61 80 50 122 569
Inner London 300 16 83 96 54 142 691
Camden 291 15 71 111 53 191 733
City of London 1,053 49 45 40 82 170 1,438
City of Westminster 344 23 72 59 30 146 675
Hackney 344 19 81 89 67 137 736
Hammersmith & Fulham 281 12 65 118 35 193 704
Haringey 252 13 87 121 61 137 671
Islington 344 16 82 134 65 196 837
Kensington & Chelsea 183 10 40 71 40 121 465
Lambeth 310 17 108 103 48 108 694
Lewisham 326 17 107 101 68 88 705
Newham 308 15 102 88 77 184 772
Southwark 327 18 105 92 58 132 732
Tower Hamlets 363 19 90 77 61 139 747
Wandsworth 201 12 61 94 42 111 520
Outer London 206 10 46 69 47 109 488
Barking & Dagenham 313 16 49 73 70 112 633
Barnet 167 9 32 75 41 119 444
Bexley 170 8 20 50 141 54 343
Brent 230 12 79 85 47 124 578
Bromley 189 9 37 66 39 102 441
Croydon 197 10 53 61 44 78 444
Ealing 253 1 78 89 58 163 652
Enfield 190 9 54 85 53 96 487
Greenwich 328 16 65 85 62 96 652
Harrow 134 9 36 62 26 98 366
Havering 161 7 24 52 55 108 406
Hillingdon 234 10 39 74 67 148 571
Hounslow 259 13 41 79 48 145 585
Kingston upon Thames 196 10 20 34 20 57 336
Merton 173 9 31 51 37 71 371
Redbridge 172 8 54 84 55 127 499
Richmond upon Thames 114 7 22 57 23 85 307
Sutton 168 8 23 37 35 94 364
Waltham Forest 270 11 87 83 65 167 682

1 Caution needs to be taken when considering crime rates of city centre areas. The very high reported crime rates in city centres are
partly down to rates that are calculated using resident populations that do not include large numbers of workers and visitors to city
centres.

2 Figures do not include non domestic or commercial burglaries.

Source: Home Office
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