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Diversity
» London’s local authorities are the most ethnically diverse authorities 

in the country. A top 20 ranking of all authorities in England & Wales 
contains 19 London Boroughs. 

» London is home to 39 per cent of the England’s Black, Asian and Minority 
Ethnic populations.

» London is home to more than half of the English population of Black 
Caribbeans, Black Africans and Black Other ethnic groups as well as 49 per 
cent of Bangladeshis. 

» Each of the sixteen ethnic groups, with the exception of White British, has 
a higher representation in London than in the country as a whole.

» Between 2001 and 2007 only the White British, White Irish and Black 
Caribbean groups saw a decline in population.

» The proportions of the population that are children aged 0 to 15 vary 
from seven per cent (White Irish) to 48 per cent (Mixed White and Black 
Caribbean).

» A third of all Londoners were born outside the UK, compared with 11 per 
cent of the population of the UK as a whole.

» London has 38 per cent of all foreign-born residents in the UK.

» Between 2004 and 2007-08 the major change in the breakdown of 
nationality has been the increase of nearly 100 thousand nationals from 
the A8 new EU countries.

» Migrants from the A8 countries now form over two per cent of London’s 
population.

» In 2007, overseas–born women accounted for 54 per cent of London’s 
births, the next highest region was the West Midlands at 21 per cent.

» Only 35 per cent of pupils in London’s maintained primary schools were 
White British, compared with 77 per cent in England as a whole.
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Introduction

London is one of the most multicultural cities in the UK 

and arguably in the world. It is home to a population 

that speaks over 300 languages and nearly 40 per cent 

of the national ethnic minority population. This chapter 

takes a closer look at that diversity, in terms of the 

ethnicity, country of birth and nationality of its residents. 

It then focuses on children through the country of birth 

of mothers in London and finally the school population 

itself.

Ethnic diversity

London has the most ethnically diverse population of any 

region. In 2001 the Census showed that 60 per cent of 

Londoners were White British (nearly 4.3 million people) 

and 40 per cent were from other ethnic groups (nearly 

2.9 million people). The West Midlands was the region 

with the next highest representation of persons other 

than White British at just 15 per cent. The 2001 Census 

also showed that nine boroughs had more than 50 per 

cent of their populations from groups other than White 

British with a further ten having between 40 and 50 per 

cent. The highest was Brent at 71 per cent. The only 

non-London borough in the top 20 English and Welsh 

authorities was Slough at 42 per cent.

The majority of the national ethnic minority population 

is concentrated in a few major cities and towns and 

even within local authorities the various ethnic minority 

communities are likely to be concentrated within parts of 

the authority. 

However London boroughs dominate the rankings for 

the most diverse local authorities in the country. Twenty-

nine of the 33 local authorities in London appeared in 

a ranking of the top 50 local authorities in England and 

Wales (ranked by a score on the Simpson’s Diversity 

Index). Brent and Newham were at numbers 1 and 

2 respectively. Similarly London dominated the ward 

analysis of ethnic diversity where only three non-London 

Table 2.1
Ethnic group population estimates 2001 and 2007

Thousands

		  2001	 2007
	 England	 London	 England	 London

All groups	 49,449.7	 7,322.4	 51,092.0	 7,556.9
				  
White: British	 42,925.8	 4,363.9	 42,736.0	 4,361.8

White: Irish	 628.8	 223.7	 570.5	 181.3

White: Other White	 1,342.3	 617.5	 1,776.3	 674.3
				  
Mixed: White and Black Caribbean	 234.4	 72.0	 282.9	 76.3

Mixed: White and Black African	 78.3	 35.1	 114.3	 41.1

Mixed: White and Asian	 187.2	 61.5	 260.9	 75.3

Mixed: Other Mixed	 154.3	 62.5	 212.0	 73.5
				  
Asian or Asian British: Indian	 1,045.6	 445.8	 1,316.0	 501.6

Asian or Asian British: Pakistani	 720.0	 146.8	 905.7	 179.1

Asian or Asian British: Bangladeshi	 281.5	 157.7	 353.9	 174.9

Asian or Asian British: Other Asian	 243.8	 136.6	 339.2	 152.5
				  
Black or Black British: Black Caribbean	 569.8	 348.7	 599.7	 321.3

Black or Black British: Black African	 491.1	 388.6	 730.6	 417.7

Black or Black British: Other Black	 97.4	 61.4	 117.6	 63.3
				  
Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Chinese	 227.0	 83.3	 400.3	 114.8

Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Other	 222.4	 117.3	 376.1	 148.0
				  
BAME (All non-White groups)	 4,552.8	 2,117.3	 6,009.2	 2,339.4

Source: ONS Experimental ethnic group population estimates, 2009
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wards featured in the top 50 wards in England and Wales 

(See Focus on London 2008 for full details).

Although London only has just under 15 per cent of the 

total population of England, it is estimated by ONS that 

in 2007 it was home to 39 per cent of the national Black, 

Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) population. Most 

ethnic groups have a greater representation in the capital 

for instance London is home to more than half of the 

English population of Black Caribbeans, Black Africans 

and Black Other ethnic groups as well as 49 per cent 

of Bangladeshis. Each of the sixteen groups, with the 

exception of White British, has a higher representation in 

London than in the country as a whole. Between 2001 

and 2007 only the White British, White Irish and Black 

Caribbean groups saw a decline in population in London 

(Table 2.1). The White British and White Irish populations 

also fell in England as a whole. Major growth since 2001 

was estimated in the Chinese (38 per cent), Other (26 

per cent), Mixed White and Asian, and Pakistani groups 

(22 per cent).

The age structures of the different ethnic communities 

in London are also different reflecting both the timing 

of major migration flows to the UK, which mainly 

contained young adults, and differential fertility. In 2007, 

the proportions of the population made up of children 

aged zero to 15 vary from seven per cent (White Irish) 

to 48 per cent (Mixed White and Black Caribbean). 

Many White Irish parents are in partnerships with White 

British and their children tend to be designated as White 

British. In general the Mixed ethnic groups tend to have 

very high proportions of children. At the working-ages 

(16 to retirement) the Mixed groups tend to be most 

sparsely represented, with just 49 per cent of Mixed 

White and Black Caribbean, compared to 81 per cent 

Table 2.2
Ethnic group population estimates by age, London, 2007

Thousands

					     Dependency
	 0-15	 16-RA1	 RA+1	 Total	 Ratio2

All Groups	 1,455.6	 5,058.9	 1,042.4	 7,556.9	 494
					   
White: British	 785.3	 2,825.9	 750.6	 4,361.8	 544

White: Irish	 11.8	 111.7	 57.7	 181.3	 622

White: Other White	 87.4	 525.3	 61.6	 674.3	 284
					   
Mixed: White and Black Caribbean	 36.9	 37.1	 2.4	 76.3	 1059

Mixed: White and Black African	 17.3	 22.7	 1.1	 41.1	 811

Mixed: White and Asian	 30.5	 41.2	 3.6	 75.3	 828

Mixed: Other Mixed	 30.1	 40.4	 3.1	 73.5	 822
					   
Asian or Asian British: Indian	 83.8	 367.8	 50.0	 501.6	 364

Asian or Asian British: Pakistani	 45.5	 123.1	 10.5	 179.1	 455

Asian or Asian British: Bangladeshi	 55.1	 110.9	 8.8	 174.9	 576

Asian or Asian British: Other Asian	 32.1	 109.1	 11.3	 152.5	 398
					   
Black or Black British: Black Caribbean	 61.6	 211.5	 48.2	 321.3	 519

Black or Black British: Black African	 116.6	 285.5	 15.6	 417.7	 463

Black or Black British: Other Black	 24.4	 36.7	 2.2	 63.3	 725
					   
Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Chinese	 14.9	 92.6	 7.3	 114.8	 240

Chinese or Other Ethnic Group: Other	 22.3	 117.5	 8.3	 148.0	 260
					   
BAME (All non-White groups)	 571.1	 1,596.1	 172.4	 2,339.4	 466

1  RA is retirement age, 60 for women and 65 for men.
2  Dependency Ratio is the number of children and retired per thousand persons of working-age or 1000*((0-15) + (RA+))/(16-RA).

Source: ONS Experimental ethnic group population estimates, 2009
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of Chinese. The Chinese population is currently growing 

rapidly due mainly to large numbers of students. Over 

retirement age the lowest proportions in 2007 were 

found in the Mixed groups and Other Black, while the 

highest proportions were found in the White Irish (32 per 

cent), White British (17 per cent) and Black Caribbeans 

(15 per cent). The Caribbean population in London 

now has an age structure that, on this crude three-way 

scale, closely approximates that of the White British 

population. However, the other long-established New 

Commonwealth group, the Indians, still shows a younger 

profile, although it has relatively fewer 0-15s than the 

White British population (Table 2.2). 

The age structure differences can be summarised by the 

standard dependency ratio – the number of children 

and retired per thousand persons of working-age. 

Not surprisingly, the Mixed groups had the highest 

dependency ratios by far. This is because the growth of 

these groups has been mainly due to new births of mixed 

parentage. However, as a whole the BAME population 

has a lower dependency ratio than either the White 

British or the London average. Outside the Mixed groups 

the highest ratios were found amongst the Black Other, 

White Irish and Bangladeshi populations. The Other 

Black and Bangladeshi groups were high due to the child 

population but the Irish population has a very old age 

structure. The lowest dependency was found amongst 

the Chinese, Other and Other White populations.

Country of Birth and Nationality

ONS estimates based on the Annual Population Survey 

(APS) for 2007-08 suggest that one third (33 per cent) 

of Londoners were born outside the UK – around 2.5 

million Londoners (Table 2.3). In the United Kingdom as 

a whole, migrants make up around 11 per cent of the 

population. This figure of 2.5 million is likely to be an 

under-estimate as the APS excludes many short-term 

migrants and residents in most types of communal 

establishments. Further, the APS population totals for 

London are around three per cent lower than the latest 

official estimates of the resident population.

The UK’s migrant population is heavily concentrated 

in London with 38 per cent of all migrants resident in 

the UK compared with nine per cent of the UK-born 

population being resident in London. Estimates for the 

period 2007-08 indicate that the percentage of the 

population born outside the UK ranges from seven per 

cent in Havering up to 51 per cent in Westminster. 

London attracts migrants from all over the world, with 

high concentrations from Europe, Africa and Asia. 

Nine per cent of London’s population was born in 

other European Union countries. Migrants from the A8 

Table 2.3
Population by country of birth, 2004 and 2007/08

Thousands and percentages

	 Thousands	 Percentages	
	 United Kingdom	 London	 United Kingdom	 London	
	 2004	 2007-08	 2004	 2007-08	 2004	 2007-08	 2004	 2007-08

United Kingdom	 53,807	 53,869	 5,147	 5,040	 91.1	 89.3	 70.4	 67.0

Non-United Kingdom	 5,233	 6,486	 2,168	 2,487	 8.9	 10.7	 29.6	 33.0
								      
Republic of Ireland	 452	 416	 124	 111	 0.8	 0.7	 1.7	 1.5

European Union 131	 768	 842	 254	 281	 1.3	 1.4	 3.5	 3.7

European Union A8	 167	 650	 85	 173	 0.3	 1.1	 1.2	 2.3

European Union 24/26#	 1,492	 2,052	 516	 640	 2.5	 3.4	 7.1	 8.5

Rest of the World	 3,741	 4,434	 1,652	 1,848	 6.3	 7.3	 22.6	 24.6
								      
Total	 59,040	 60,355	 7,315	 7,527				  
								      
# Number of other countries in EU	 24	 26	 24	 26				  

1  EU13 is EU 15 less UK and Ireland. See Notes and Definitions for list of EU countries.

Source: Annual Population Survey, ONS
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countries now comprise over two per cent of London’s 

population. 

The breakdown of Londoners by nationality is similar 

(Table 2.4) but the key difference is that there is a major 

net shift between persons born in the Rest of the World 

and persons whose nationality is British. In 2007-08 

over 79 per cent of Londoners were British with eight 

per cent being nationals of other EU countries and 13 

per cent from the Rest of the World. The 21 per cent 

who were not British compares with just seven per cent 

of the population of the UK as a whole. Between 2004 

and 2007-08 the major change has been the increase of 

nearly 100 thousand A8 nationals.

Births by Birthplace of Mother

The influence of the diversity of origins of London’s 

population may be seen in the analysis of births by 

birthplace of mother. In 2007, 54 per cent of births to 

London residents were to women born outside the UK 

(Table 2.5). This compares with just 23 per cent of all 

births in England and Wales, and to little more than 16 

per cent of those occurring in England and Wales but 

outside London. In London the borough of Havering had 

the lowest proportion of births to overseas-born women, 

but at 17 per cent this was still greater than the national 

average excluding London. Newham and Brent both 

had more than 70 per cent of births to overseas-born 

women. 

Births to EU born women were most common in 

Kensington & Chelsea, Ealing and Haringey. In Ealing 

and Haringey many of these births were to women born 

in the ‘New (post-2004) EU’ and reflect the pre-existing 

Polish and Cypriot communities in these boroughs. 

Births to women born in the Rest of Europe were most 

prevalent in Enfield, Haringey and Hackney. In the case of 

the first two boroughs the resident Turkish communities 

would account for a large proportion of these totals. 

Births to Asian–born women account for nearly a half 

of all births in Tower Hamlets, nearly a third in Newham 

and over a quarter in Redbridge. The largest sub-group 

of births in London was to African-born women, who 

accounted for nearly 17 per cent of all births. However 

African women have only three per cent of births 

in the rest of England and Wales. At borough level, 

births to African-born women are most common in 

Southwark, Barking & Dagenham and Greenwich – all 

at over a quarter of all births. The numbers in Barking & 

Dagenham reflect the rapid movement of Africans into 

this borough from Inner London since before the 2001 

Census.

School Pupils

The Department for Children, Schools and Families 

(DCSF) collects data on pupils in maintained schools by 

location of the school and a number of factors including 

ethnicity. In London only 35 per cent of primary pupils 

Table 2.4
Population by nationality, 2004 and 2007/08

Thousands and percentages

	 Thousands	 Percentages	
	 United Kingdom	 London	 United Kingdom	 London	
	 2004	 2007-08	 2004	 2007-08	 2004	 2007-08	 2004	 2007-08

British	 56,091	 56,297	 6,019	 5,968	 95.0	 93.3	 82.3	 79.2

Non-British	 2,946	 4,054	 1,296	 1,563	 5.0	 6.7	 17.7	 20.8
								      
European Union 141	 951	 972	 364	 382	 1.6	 1.6	 5.0	 5.1

European Union A8	 125	 636	 72	 170	 0.2	 1.1	 1.0	 2.3

European Union 24/26#	 1,094	 1,672	 445	 593	 1.9	 2.8	 6.1	 7.9

Rest of the World	 1,852	 2,382	 850	 970	 3.1	 3.9	 11.6	 12.9
								      
Total	 59,037	 60,351	 7,315	 7,531				  
								      
# Number of other countries in EU	 24	 26	 24	 26				  

1  EU14 is EU15 less UK. See Notes and Definitions for list of EU countries.

Source: Annual Population Survey, ONS
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Table 2.5
Live births by birthplace of mother and area of usual residence‚ 2007

Numbers and percentages

			   Outside United Kingdom
	 Total	 Within		  % of
	 live	 United		  (Of which	 Rest of			   Rest of		  live
	 births	 Kingdom	 EU	 New EU)	 Europe	 Asia	 Africa	 World	 Total	  births

England and Wales	  689,771 	  529,548 	  37,311 	  19,640 	  7,707 	  58,057 	  38,650 	  18,498 	  160,223 	  23.2 
		     								      
London  	  125,505 	  57,854 	  13,371 	  7,067 	  4,503 	  19,153 	  20,817 	  9,807 	  67,651 	  53.9 
										        
	 Inner London 	  52,198 	  21,013 	  6,047 	  2,539 	  2,201 	  8,468 	  9,638 	  4,831 	  31,185 	  59.7 
										        
		  City of London	  48 	  22 	  1 	  - 	  2 	  10 	  3 	  10 	  26 	  54.2 

		  Camden 	  3,147 	  1,195 	  386 	  82 	  159 	  634 	  463 	  310 	  1,952 	  62.0 

		  Hackney	  4,452 	  2,066 	  408 	  191 	  339 	  460 	  828 	  351 	  2,386 	  53.6 

		  Hammersmith and Fulham	  2,695 	  1,226 	  368 	  102 	  120 	  279 	  431 	  271 	  1,469 	  54.5 

		  Haringey 	  4,325 	  1,576 	  686 	  430 	  473 	  387 	  832 	  371 	  2,749 	  63.6 

		  Islington	  2,792 	  1,436 	  301 	  95 	  161 	  260 	  426 	  208 	  1,356 	  48.6 

		  Kensington and Chelsea 	  2,218 	  696 	  467 	  52 	  138 	  314 	  243 	  360 	  1,522 	  68.6 

		  Lambeth	  4,822 	  2,131 	  647 	  240 	  82 	  282 	  1,088 	  592 	  2,691 	  55.8 

		  Lewisham 	  4,671 	  2,226 	  412 	  184 	  111 	  354 	  1,071 	  497 	  2,445 	  52.3 

		  Newham 	  6,053 	  1,527 	  697 	  591 	  159 	  1,906 	  1,364 	  400 	  4,526 	  74.8 

		  Southwark	  4,966 	  2,003 	  434 	  178 	  103 	  430 	  1,551 	  445 	  2,963 	  59.7 

		  Tower Hamlets	  4,144 	  1,342 	  234 	  105 	  70 	  1,985 	  367 	  146 	  2,802 	  67.6 

		  Wandsworth 	  4,936 	  2,739 	  577 	  217 	  93 	  456 	  593 	  478 	  2,197 	  44.5 

		  Westminster	  2,929 	  828 	  429 	  72 	  191 	  711 	  378 	  392 	  2,101 	  71.7 
		   								      
	 Outer London 	  73,307 	  36,841 	  7,324 	  4,528 	  2,302 	  10,685 	  11,179 	  4,976 	  36,466 	  49.7 
											         
		  Barking and Dagenham 	  3,384 	  1,581 	  254 	  184 	  112 	  391 	  943 	  103 	  1,803 	  53.3 

		  Barnet 	  5,120 	  2,407 	  670 	  426 	  278 	  765 	  725 	  275 	  2,713 	  53.0 

		  Bexley 	  2,947 	  2,208 	  120 	  59 	  35 	  112 	  414 	  58 	  739 	  25.1 

		  Brent	  4,839 	  1,354 	  711 	  482 	  105 	  1,160 	  932 	  577 	  3,485 	  72.0 

		  Bromley	  3,956 	  2,967 	  245 	  100 	  77 	  207 	  273 	  187 	  989 	  25.0 

		  Croydon	  5,315 	  2,920 	  387 	  217 	  108 	  547 	  918 	  435 	  2,395 	  45.1 

		  Ealing 	  5,346 	  1,858 	  832 	  591 	  118 	  1,307 	  750 	  481 	  3,488 	  65.2 

		  Enfield	  4,856 	  2,094 	  462 	  340 	  616 	  383 	  1,047 	  254 	  2,762 	  56.9 

		  Greenwich	  4,471 	  2,192 	  361 	  197 	  113 	  363 	  1,226 	  216 	  2,279 	  51.0 

		  Harrow 	  3,088 	  1,205 	  338 	  240 	  59 	  699 	  415 	  372 	  1,883 	  61.0 

		  Havering 	  2,575 	  2,145 	  91 	  54 	  31 	  110 	  162 	  36 	  430 	  16.7 

		  Hillingdon 	  3,845 	  2,031 	  283 	  161 	  57 	  738 	  485 	  251 	  1,814 	  47.2 

		  Hounslow 	  4,082 	  1,616 	  534 	  359 	  103 	  1,039 	  560 	  230 	  2,466 	  60.4 

		  Kingston upon Thames 	  2,197 	  1,302 	  217 	  85 	  38 	  300 	  177 	  163 	  895 	  40.7 

		  Merton 	  3,300 	  1,564 	  396 	  226 	  56 	  374 	  507 	  403 	  1,736 	  52.6 

		  Redbridge	  4,085 	  1,850 	  310 	  201 	  102 	  1,054 	  517 	  252 	  2,235 	  54.7 

		  Richmond upon Thames 	  2,884 	  1,893 	  348 	  97 	  77 	  165 	  156 	  245 	  991 	  34.4 

		  Sutton 	  2,568 	  1,779 	  196 	  94 	  29 	  205 	  204 	  155 	  789 	  30.7 

		  Waltham Forest 	  4,449 	  1,875 	  569 	  415 	  188 	  766 	  768 	  283 	  2,574 	  57.9 

Source: Office for National Statistics
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and 40 per cent of secondary pupils were White British, 

compared with 77 and 80 per cent in England as a whole 

(Tables 2.6 and 2.7). In London the largest minority 

populations were Black Africans who accounted for 

13 and 12 per cent of primary and secondary pupils 

respectively. Comparing the proportions in Secondary 

schools with those in Primary schools gives an indication 

of the changing ethnic mix in London. Apart from the 

decline in White British, as indicated above, the Indian 

population shows a relative decline in primary schools 

compared to secondary schools, particularly in Outer 

London. On the other hand the Other White and Mixed 

groups were more abundant in primary schools across 

London and the Black African population was growing in 

Outer London.

Looking at individual boroughs (Tables 2.8 and 2.9) 

shows that at primary level there were relatively fewest 

non-White pupils in Havering (16 per cent) and the 

most in Newham (82 per cent). Havering was also the 

lowest for secondary pupils (16 per cent) but Tower 

Hamlets was the highest (80 per cent). The school data 

is a good benchmark for other estimates of ethnic 

populations and generally confirms the ONS estimates 

and GLA projections. However, some children have not 

been classified and it does not include the 10 to 12 

per cent of London children in independent schools. It 

Table 2.6
Primary school pupils by ethnic group, January 2008

Thousands and percentages

	 Thousands	 Percentages	
				    Inner	 Outer			   Inner	 Outer
		  England	 London	 London	 London	 England	 London	 London	 London

White	 2,609.1	 220.5	 56.2	 164.3	 80.7	 46.2	 33.1	 53.5

	 British	 2,475.0	 169.0	 35.3	 133.7	 76.5	 35.4	 20.8	 43.5

	 Irish	 11.3	 4.3	 1.5	 2.8	 0.3	 0.9	 0.9	 0.9

	 Irish Traveller	 2.8	 0.7	 0.2	 0.5	 0.1	 0.1	 0.1	 0.1

	 Gypsy/ Roma	 5.7	 0.6	 0.2	 0.4	 0.2	 0.1	 0.1	 0.1

	 Other White	 114.4	 46.0	 19.0	 27.1	 3.5	 9.7	 11.2	 8.8

Mixed	 127.3	 40.1	 16.3	 23.9	 3.9	 8.4	 9.6	 7.8

	 White and Black Caribbean	 41.3	 12.6	 5.8	 6.8	 1.3	 2.6	 3.4	 2.2

	 White and Black African	 14.1	 5.1	 2.2	 3.0	 0.4	 1.1	 1.3	 1.0

	 White and Asian	 26.8	 6.0	 1.6	 4.4	 0.8	 1.2	 0.9	 1.4

	 Other Mixed	 45.2	 16.5	 6.8	 9.7	 1.4	 3.4	 4.0	 3.2

Asian	 288.6	 88.0	 33.5	 54.5	 8.9	 18.4	 19.7	 17.7

	 Indian	 79.4	 26.0	 4.4	 21.5	 2.5	 5.4	 2.6	 7.0

	 Pakistani	 120.7	 18.6	 5.0	 13.6	 3.7	 3.9	 3.0	 4.4

	 Bangladeshi	 50.3	 25.3	 20.5	 4.8	 1.6	 5.3	 12.1	 1.6

	 Other Asian	 38.2	 18.1	 3.6	 14.6	 1.2	 3.8	 2.1	 4.7

Black	 155.3	 101.8	 51.8	 50.0	 4.8	 21.3	 30.5	 16.3

	 Caribbean	 46.4	 31.1	 17.3	 13.8	 1.4	 6.5	 10.2	 4.5

	 African	 91.6	 60.4	 29.0	 31.4	 2.8	 12.7	 17.1	 10.2

	 Other Black	 17.3	 10.3	 5.5	 4.8	 0.5	 2.2	 3.2	 1.6

Chinese	 10.9	 3.2	 1.2	 2.0	 0.3	 0.7	 0.7	 0.6

Other	 42.4	 23.4	 10.8	 12.6	 1.3	 4.9	 6.4	 4.1
									       
Classified	 3,233.7	 476.9	 169.7	 307.2	 100.0	 100.0	 100.0	 100.0
									       
All pupils	 3,261.3	 481.8	 171.3	 310.5				  

Source: Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2009
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should therefore be treated with some caution in those 

wealthier parts of, mainly, central and outer boroughs 

where private education is a more significant part of the 

education market.

Table 2.7
Secondary school pupils by ethnic group, January 2008

Thousands and percentages

	 Thousands	 Percentages	
				    Inner	 Outer			   Inner	 Outer
		  England	 London	 London	 London	 England	 London	 London	 London

White	 2,710.7	 210.5	 44.7	 165.8	 83.8	 48.7	 33.4	 55.6

	 British	 2,594.6	 170.6	 29.6	 141.0	 80.2	 39.5	 22.1	 47.3

	 Irish	 12.1	 4.4	 1.4	 2.9	 0.4	 1.0	 1.1	 1.0

	 Irish Traveller	 1.0	 0.3	 0.1	 0.2	 0.0	 0.1	 0.1	 0.1

	 Gypsy/ Roma	 2.9	 0.4	 0.2	 0.2	 0.1	 0.1	 0.1	 0.1

	 Other White	 100.0	 34.9	 13.5	 21.5	 3.1	 8.1	 10.0	 7.2

Mixed	 99.4	 30.2	 11.0	 19.2	 3.1	 7.0	 8.2	 6.5

	 White and Black Caribbean	 35.0	 10.2	 4.2	 6.0	 1.1	 2.4	 3.2	 2.0

	 White and Black African	 9.7	 3.6	 1.4	 2.2	 0.3	 0.8	 1.0	 0.7

	 White and Asian	 20.2	 4.6	 1.0	 3.6	 0.6	 1.1	 0.7	 1.2

	 Other Mixed	 34.5	 11.9	 4.4	 7.5	 1.1	 2.7	 3.3	 2.5

Asian	 241.9	 79.4	 26.0	 53.4	 7.5	 18.4	 19.4	 17.9

	 Indian	 80.4	 28.6	 3.7	 24.9	 2.5	 6.6	 2.8	 8.4

	 Pakistani	 90.4	 16.1	 4.1	 12.0	 2.8	 3.7	 3.1	 4.0

	 Bangladeshi	 36.3	 18.8	 15.0	 3.8	 1.1	 4.3	 11.2	 1.3

	 Other Asian	 34.8	 15.9	 3.2	 12.8	 1.1	 3.7	 2.4	 4.3

Black	 133.6	 87.0	 41.7	 45.3	 4.1	 20.1	 31.1	 15.2

	 Caribbean	 44.4	 28.6	 14.3	 14.3	 1.4	 6.6	 10.7	 4.8

	 African	 74.3	 49.7	 23.4	 26.3	 2.3	 11.5	 17.5	 8.8

	 Other Black	 14.9	 8.7	 4.0	 4.7	 0.5	 2.0	 3.0	 1.6

Chinese	 13.6	 3.8	 1.3	 2.5	 0.4	 0.9	 1.0	 0.8

Other	 35.5	 20.9	 9.2	 11.7	 1.1	 4.8	 6.9	 3.9
									       
Classified	 3,234.6	 431.9	 133.9	 297.9	 100.0	 100.0	 100.0	 100.0
									       
All pupils	 3,287.0	 441.1	 136.1	 305.0				  

Source: Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2009



Focus on London: 2009 edition Chapter 2: Diversity

 35

Table 2.8
Primary school pupils by ethnic group, January 2008, London boroughs

Thousands

								        Any Other 	
			   White	 Mixed	 Asian	 Black	 Chinese	 Ethnic Group	 All pupils

England	 2,609.1	 127.3	 288.6	 155.3	 10.9	 42.4	 3,261.3
							     
London	 220.5	 40.1	 88.0	 101.8	 3.2	 23.4	 481.8
							     
	 Inner London	 56.2	 16.3	 33.5	 51.8	 1.2	 10.8	 171.3
							     
		  City of London	 0.1	 0.0	 0.1	 0.0	 0.0	 0.0	 0.2

		  Camden	 3.6	 0.8	 1.9	 1.8	 0.1	 0.5	 8.7

		  Hackney	 4.2	 1.1	 1.8	 5.2	 0.1	 0.8	 13.2

		  Hammersmith and Fulham	 3.0	 0.8	 0.5	 2.1	 0.0	 0.8	 7.2

		  Haringey	 7.0	 1.6	 1.1	 5.3	 0.1	 1.2	 16.4

		  Islington	 5.0	 1.3	 0.9	 2.5	 0.1	 0.7	 10.5

		  Kensington and Chelsea	 2.1	 0.9	 0.2	 1.0	 0.0	 1.0	 5.4

		  Lambeth	 4.6	 1.8	 0.7	 7.2	 0.1	 0.7	 15.2

		  Lewisham	 6.0	 2.1	 1.0	 6.3	 0.2	 0.4	 16.3

		  Newham	 4.2	 1.4	 10.1	 6.0	 0.1	 1.1	 23.0

		  Southwark	 5.4	 1.5	 0.8	 7.8	 0.2	 1.0	 17.0

		  Tower Hamlets	 2.9	 0.7	 11.2	 1.6	 0.1	 0.4	 16.8

		  Wandsworth	 5.5	 1.4	 2.1	 3.5	 0.1	 0.4	 13.1

		  Westminster	 2.7	 0.8	 1.3	 1.5	 0.1	 2.0	 8.4
							     
	 Outer London	 164.3	 23.9	 54.5	 50.0	 2.0	 12.6	 310.5
							     
		  Barking and Dagenham	 8.0	 0.8	 1.7	 3.4	 0.0	 0.2	 14.3

		  Barnet	 11.3	 1.7	 2.3	 2.8	 0.3	 1.6	 20.4

		  Bexley	 12.4	 0.7	 0.7	 1.8	 0.1	 0.2	 16.0

		  Brent	 4.3	 1.3	 5.2	 5.5	 0.1	 1.6	 18.0

		  Bromley	 15.4	 1.4	 0.6	 1.4	 0.1	 0.3	 19.7

		  Croydon	 10.8	 2.7	 3.0	 5.9	 0.1	 0.4	 23.0

		  Ealing	 6.4	 1.5	 5.7	 3.9	 0.1	 2.2	 20.0

		  Enfield	 11.8	 2.0	 1.7	 4.8	 0.1	 1.2	 21.8

		  Greenwich	 8.3	 1.3	 1.2	 4.4	 0.2	 0.4	 15.8

		  Harrow	 5.0	 1.3	 6.5	 2.3	 0.1	 0.5	 16.0

		  Havering	 13.2	 0.6	 0.5	 1.1	 0.1	 0.1	 15.7

		  Hillingdon	 10.4	 1.4	 3.8	 1.7	 0.0	 0.7	 18.3

		  Hounslow	 5.8	 1.1	 4.3	 1.7	 0.1	 1.4	 14.4

		  Kingston upon Thames	 6.1	 0.7	 1.2	 0.3	 0.1	 0.5	 8.9

		  Merton	 5.8	 0.9	 1.9	 1.8	 0.1	 0.3	 10.9

		  Redbridge	 6.2	 1.4	 8.1	 2.7	 0.1	 0.2	 18.8

		  Richmond upon Thames	 8.3	 0.8	 0.7	 0.3	 0.1	 0.2	 10.4

		  Sutton	 8.7	 0.7	 1.1	 0.6	 0.1	 0.1	 11.5

		  Waltham Forest	 6.2	 1.6	 4.4	 3.7	 0.1	 0.5	 16.7

Source: Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2009
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Table 2.9
Secondary school pupils by ethnic group, January 2008, London boroughs

Thousands

								        Any Other 	
			   White	 Mixed	 Asian	 Black	 Chinese	 Ethnic Group	 All pupils

England	 2,710.7	 99.4	 241.9	 133.6	 13.6	 35.5	 3,287.0
							     
London	 210.5	 30.2	 79.4	 87.0	 3.8	 20.9	 441.1
							     
	 Inner London	 44.7	 11.0	 26.0	 41.7	 1.3	 9.2	 136.1
							     
		  City of London1	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -

		  Camden	 4.5	 1.0	 1.6	 2.1	 0.1	 0.5	 10.1

		  Hackney	 2.3	 0.6	 1.1	 2.9	 0.0	 0.7	 7.7

		  Hammersmith and Fulham	 3.2	 0.5	 0.5	 1.6	 0.0	 0.8	 6.7

		  Haringey	 5.1	 1.2	 0.9	 3.9	 0.1	 1.1	 12.4

		  Islington	 3.2	 0.7	 0.9	 2.4	 0.1	 0.6	 8.2

		  Kensington and Chelsea	 1.7	 0.4	 0.1	 0.6	 0.0	 0.6	 3.5

		  Lambeth	 2.6	 0.9	 0.4	 4.6	 0.1	 0.4	 9.1

		  Lewisham	 4.8	 1.4	 0.6	 5.3	 0.2	 0.4	 13.3

		  Newham	 3.5	 0.9	 7.6	 5.0	 0.1	 0.8	 18.0

		  Southwark	 4.0	 0.9	 0.6	 6.0	 0.2	 0.8	 12.8

		  Tower Hamlets	 2.9	 0.5	 8.5	 2.0	 0.1	 0.3	 14.5

		  Wandsworth	 4.2	 1.2	 1.9	 3.2	 0.1	 0.5	 11.5

		  Westminster	 2.7	 0.7	 1.2	 2.1	 0.1	 1.7	 8.5
							     
	 Outer London	 165.8	 19.2	 53.4	 45.3	 2.5	 11.7	 305.0
							     
		  Barking and Dagenham	 8.1	 0.5	 1.3	 2.5	 0.0	 0.2	 12.7

		  Barnet	 10.7	 1.5	 3.3	 3.0	 0.5	 1.6	 21.0

		  Bexley	 15.0	 0.8	 1.0	 2.0	 0.3	 0.2	 19.6

		  Brent	 2.7	 1.0	 6.0	 4.5	 0.1	 1.4	 17.9

		  Bromley	 17.7	 1.2	 0.8	 1.5	 0.2	 0.3	 22.2

		  Croydon	 10.2	 1.9	 2.5	 5.4	 0.1	 0.5	 20.7

		  Ealing	 5.5	 1.2	 5.0	 3.2	 0.1	 1.8	 16.8

		  Enfield	 12.2	 1.7	 1.8	 4.7	 0.2	 1.0	 22.1

		  Greenwich	 7.8	 1.2	 1.3	 3.6	 0.2	 0.6	 14.9

		  Harrow	 3.0	 0.6	 3.5	 1.4	 0.1	 0.3	 9.0

		  Havering	 14.0	 0.5	 0.4	 1.1	 0.1	 0.1	 16.6

		  Hillingdon	 11.1	 1.1	 3.8	 1.4	 0.0	 0.7	 18.4

		  Hounslow	 6.5	 1.1	 5.3	 1.8	 0.1	 1.5	 16.6

		  Kingston upon Thames	 6.3	 0.6	 1.6	 0.4	 0.2	 0.5	 9.7

		  Merton	 4.4	 0.6	 1.3	 1.7	 0.1	 0.3	 8.5

		  Redbridge	 7.6	 1.2	 8.8	 2.9	 0.2	 0.3	 21.2

		  Richmond upon Thames	 5.3	 0.5	 0.5	 0.4	 0.0	 0.2	 6.9

		  Sutton	 12.0	 1.0	 1.9	 1.0	 0.2	 0.3	 16.5

		  Waltham Forest	 5.9	 1.2	 3.2	 3.0	 0.1	 0.3	 13.8

1  There are no maintained secondary schools in the City of London.

Source: Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2009


